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OR THE 


TRIUMPH os PATIENCE. 


IN THREE VOLUMES, © | 


Sunt enim, ingeniis noſtris ſemina innata virtutum, 
quz fi adoleſcere liceret, ipſa nos ad beatam 
vitam natura perduceret. - 

| | Cicero Tus s. 
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TEE intention of printing this 
work is to exhibit the great miſery 
Which is produced in the world by 
the circulation of ſcandal, either to 

favour domeſtic intrigue, or to gratify 
the propenſity of deriving amuſement 
from the depreſſion of happy, proſpe- 
rous, and innocent characters - by 
exulting in the detraction of virtue, 
and by accumulating falſe evidence to 


triumph in its diſgrace and ruin. 


Io prove that the well-regulated 
mind will be enabled, by calm perſe- 
verance, to ſurmount the united ef- 


forts of deceit and malevolence; and 


to ſhew that the of Pro- 3 


NS videnge I 
| 25 + AZ | | 


. 

vidence . ſo ale it, that art 
and injuſtice will be ultimately in this 
world enſnared in their own tram- 


It is impoſſible to give a better illuſ- 
tration of this latter truth „than by ſe- 
lecting a paſſage from the preface of 
an old Paris edition of Philip de | 


- Comines. 


= But though theſe examples and 
e diſpenſations have their peculiari- 
« ties according to the circumſtances 
„ of time, place, and perſons, yet 
they have their uſe, extent, and 
6 regard, to the generality of the Di- 
vine Providence, which never reſts, 
« but is in perpetual motion and agi- 
„ tation (though, by the diverſity of 
its occurrences, it ſeems full of 
HIS «© won- 


- 


« wonders and-miracles) to put us 
s conſtantly in mind that there is one 
4 and the ſame rule of faith, right 
« and juſtice, which runs through | 
« all ages, qualities, and places; and 
* that thoſe who ſhut their eyes to- 
| « ſuch leflons and examples as are 8 | 
from time to time preſented on the 
44 theatre of human life, will ſooner 


or later with more difficulty eſcape 
e the ſame vengeance of the Al- 2 
„ mighty, by how much the little 
- profit or improvement they have 
made by their examples of their 


8 predeceſſors.“ 


Ir is with the greateſt deference to 
ſuperior judgement I ſubmit che fe 


neſs of this work to convey the inter- 


poſition of Providence in human af- 3 
fairs. | | 
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Verum ubi plura- 
Oftfendar maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, + 
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1 VIII 


IR my ond intentions for 


the public will meet with commenda- | 
tions or cenſure, or be ſo well ſpoken 


of as to entitle my labours to popular 
peruſal, I ſtill am happy in this reflec · 


tion, that thoſe perſons who have real 


ability to difcern beauty from defect, 
will have conſtantly in their minds 
the liberal ſentiments of our © great 
maſter in criticiſm, a 


> 
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nitent non ego paucis, 


| Aut humana parum n natura. N 
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| Tos advice to a young: ms mos 5 


| High birth and fortune faſcinated by pleaſure. 


* m. l 


The degree of action and vivacity neceſſary t to 
form the elegant and poliſhed fermals.” . 


n. detected. 


Lr. V. 


Ih tis: of an attached and experienced 


friend to ns reputation. 2 7 
1 1 
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Lr. VI. 


A friend upbraided for the encouragement of 
matrimony, and female diſtreſs on the infi- 
delity of a huſband. 


LET. VII. 
Patience and refgnation recommended as the only 


poſſible mode of recovering promiſcuous gal- 
lantry from its deluſions, 


LET. VIII. 
An injured wife ſubmits to patience. 


LET. IX. 


| Deſcription of a flanderous and an inquiſitive 
character. | 
LEr. *. 


| How fewale innocence is aſſailed by the men— 
gaming aſcribed as a cauſe why beautiful and 
accompliſhed women are deſer * at aflem- 
blies. 

LEr. XI. 


ſl . TY a huſband's paſſion for play. 


Ler. XII. 
A plan concerted to prevent a friend from ruin 
at play. N 

LET. XIII. 


| Slander, a —ablic crimination of female character 


5 in pon domeſtic * 
5 | LET- 
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Lr. XIV. 


Deſeription of characters at a 3 and a new 
method of puniſhing ander. | | 


Lr. XV. 


The ſagacious eye of an experienced friend diſ- 
covers the enemies of a young married Tandy | 
of hl — 


LET. XVI. 


The ruin of a modern man of faſhion antici- 
pated. N 
LET. XVII. „ 
An apology for the introduction of a ſentimen - | 

tal remark. 
Ler. XVIII. 


Empaſſioned return of thanks to a friend for a 


leſſon on patience and 180 * ang Lad * 
Raymond's triumph. — 


8 LET. XIX. 3 i 
An apology for gaming, and a 2 given for 
its prevalency. | 
Ler. XX. \ 


A ſubſtitute for gaming n to young| men 
of faſhion, 


LET. XXI. | 
Fatal effects of ſcandal. ; 


31 1 
Let. XXII. 
Lady Raymond inſulted, BR © 


Lr. XXIII. 


Lord Raymond ruined at play, and the author of 

A defamatory Poe in a a newſpaper de- 
| Lr. XXIV. 
Lord Raymond's generous confeſhon of ally. 


LET. XXV. 


Domeſtic comfort—charms of virtue and inno- 
cence. 
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| . XXVI. 
A continuance of the baneful effeQs of ſcandal. 


The. accny of 15h Bromfeld on n the e 
Bo of Lady Raymond. | | 


Lr. XXVIII. 
- Meaſures taken to purſue Lady nn 


_ LerT. XXIX. 


A father made the dupe of ſcandal, and his affec- 
tion alienated from his child at the moſt in- 

tereſting period of his life—Some conjeCtures 
on the flight of Lady Raymond, 
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LIT- 


* xili * 


1285 xxx. | 
Lady Raymond n and Lord 3 out 
of danger. | 
Let. XXXI. 15 


Suggeſtions that Lady on has been de- 
ceived by a libertine, 


LET. XXXII. 
Some infight into Lady Raymond's departure, 


LET. XXXIII. 


Proof lie that the libertine Morpet had 
deluded Lady Raymond. 3 


LET. XXXIV. 


Lord Raymond deſcribes the attempt made on 
his life by his rival and fatal effects of raſh 
and intemperate er 


Nan ene: ; 


Lord Raymond meditates a purſuit of his wife, 
and the ſtruggles of a * heart under real YN 


misfortune, 
: NAR. II. 
Lady Raymond betrayed. 
| NaR. III. | WW 


| Miſcellaneous matter at Calais—Ridiculous . 1 
of a F rench Governor on Engliſh cuſtoms, ? 
1 | - and 
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and ſemething digrefive on the French fa- 


NAR. IV. 


— Intereſting ſcene in a convent. .. 
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NAR. V. 


Lady Raymond recovers from the dangerous 
ſhock which her health had received by the 
baſe purſuits of a libertine. 


0 — 
i 
4 
. 
14 
4 
_— -. 
© 2 
. 
1 
* - 
. 
4 
£ : 
4 : 
20 
0% 5 
* 
x [4 
a | 
5 : 
5 
$54 F 
£73 . 
WW + 
* 22 
© Ff 
1.428 
* i 
- a | F 
. . 
3 
4 — 
* 
9 - 
2 
„ 
* 
N . 
1 
N . 
[1 
1 * * 
- 14 8 
17 
4 N . 
2 4 
£ 
© a? 
[: 
; 
z 1 
1 
4 U 
tif 
*F 


W- 
1 


* 


' 
— 1 . nts G 
as — — ws > Cer 
I EE T_T ee 


2 


r EY 0 A As AN es wu rr res + 
, . ? » 3 q . 
* 


ERRATA IN VOL. I. 


P. 5, 1. xx, for feme convert, read femme couverte 
P. 29, I. 3, for Lydia, read Livinia 

P. 54, I. 13, for Brook Street, read Portman Square 
P. x96, I. 10, for inanitian, read inanition 


P. 181, I. x9; for hagged, read haggard 


The author's great diſtance from the preſs muſt plead 13 
for the above, and ſeveral other inaccuracies. 
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TAE opportunities you now have, . CE 
, whirling 1 into life, into every ſcene of ex-, 

pence, gaity, perhaps folly, requires at 

your age the reſolution of an antient 2 
philoſopher, to ſhun the vices which. your 
elevated condition has e fed. you to. 
The foibles L ſer, not down—Thele, Lex. 2" : 


ped, you will, of courſe, fall i into. 15 am 
well aware of the great diſparity between 1 : I 
a blooming female of delicate fibre, ſuſ- 


* ceptible organization; of a tender, ſoſt 


mould of body, and the maſculine 1 


1 


one of an anchorite. I will alſo 
„ 8 wo ih FS 


2 ] 
every allowance for your education in the 
high and poliſhed circles of a refined 
Capital, where among the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous votaries to virtue, ſome degree of 
human fallibility will impertinently in- 
trude itſelf on our beſt-guarded moments. 
Perfection in moral rectitude, I have long 
die³ſpaired to find in this terraqueous globe; 
then be "perſuaded, my dear Lady Ray- 
mond, I ſhall not be diſappointed if I do 
not find all goodneſs in you. At my 
time of life, it is natural to ſuppoſe, the 
heart has loſt, in a great meaſure, its tone 
for pleaſure, and that we encourage a dull 
reverence for reſtricted paſſions in propor- 
tion as our aſperity for the enjoyment of 
them is blunted. I grant this may in ge- Mm 
neral be. conſidered as an abſolute verity, © 
and it may poſſibly influence in a great 
degree the frigid leſſons J am inclined to 
impart to you: but with all ſuch i imper- 
fection, ſuch bigotry to age and decayed 
| Powers 'of voluptuouſneſs I muſt truſt to 
your natural good {ſenſe to judge of ex- 
tremes, and to ſettle the medium of truth 


N the ſcale of your « own intelledts. 
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LVou aſk my counſel.— I 1 not infer 


char I have noted in your conduct other 
grounds for reprehenſion, than what I 
obſerve in women of your claſs ; but 


for the want of theſe leſſons of expe- 


rience which fall to the chance of a 
Certain ſelect few, who have long frolicked 
in the giddy curvets of high life, many, 
very many females, of heavenly minds, 
and with forms ſuited to thoſe minds, 


have become votaries to human miſery . 
in all its terrour, degraded from every 
eſteemed enjoyment of life; humbled 
and rejected; deſpiſed, driven to deſ- 


pair, loſt to their rank, to- their friends, 


to themſelves; ſunk to obloquy, to the 


moſt helpleſs, hopeleſs, infortunate of 


the ſex. You aſk my counſel—remember 


it is no mean office remember that to 


triendſhip there is due a ſincerity which can 


alone give value to advice. Our intimacy 
has been of many years ſtanding, and the 


unbounded freedom I have always given 


looſe to in you preſence, when almoſt an 


infant in my arms, muſt therefore give ad- 


| - _ N to the ſincerity I lay claim 
Let my years, therefore, not prevail! 
| Mm. againſt 


24 Þ 
againſt me; nor let your heart conceal 
the / ſmalleſt care to diſturb its repoſe. 
Age and experience can exonerate the 
cares of ſuch a young, giddy creature 
like yourſelf; and remember, my Lavinia, 
that whatever you have hitherto ſeen, and 
may in future ſee, that her whom you look 
up to as privy counſellor in all your ſallies 
into faſhion and gaity, was more early 
inducted into their myſteries, and left 
-with ſome little ſcope of -natural' genius to 
explore the labyrinth unaided, unfriended. 
I have ſeen enough have known enough 
. — perhaps more than enough — may you 
then, the ẽlè ve of my heart, be made more 
happy by being made more wiſe—Now 
when the paſſions dim the ſenſe of perfect 
fight, let me preſent the glaſs of real life 
to your eye - that you may not magnify 
through a cloud of error, every perception 
of wordly happineſs to a fallacious and un- 
natural ſize. | 


You invite me to town I have no at- 
traction there beyond the duties which 
I am obliged to ſhow my ſtation. An- 
cther month —and then I leave the charms 

— 0 of 


5 S 9 Y 
of Rutlandſhire. * A certain degree of re- 
tirement always faſtens on my inclination ; 
and though ſenſible of the value of the 
| buſy ſcenes, nay even occupations of life, 
as we advance in years, I cannot help, as 
the heyday of courtſhip is blown over, to 
begin another ſpecies of couquetry with 
my ſhrubs and flowers; but I ſhall then 
be in town, 'and then, Oh, for a thouſand 
chit chats of and concerning the femmecouvert 
in Portman Square: but if you have certain 
reaſons to write before my arrival, I ſhall 
have redoubled pleaſure in acotrefpondence. 
Writing is the ſolace of my leiſure mo- 
ments; and to whom can I better dedicate 
theſe moments than to one who has a heart 
framed for inſtruction, and a capacity ſuf- 
ficiently enlarged to comprehend the moſt. 
refined and delicate maxims of life. 


1. T T 0007 
Lady RAYMOND to Lady BROMFIELD. 


Ir is impoſſible to wait till June for a 


tele-d-tete chit chat concerning my recent 


nuptials. I muſt communicate. — To 
whom then can I open my heart for ſolace, 
for the participation of friendly delight 
with more unfeigned ſatisfaction, than to 
you, from whom I have received ſuch 
repeated marks of tender regard ? Prattle 
I muſt : and I muſt prattle to you about 
many ſtrange things which I have expe- 
nenced fince Lord George led me trem- 
bling, nothing loath, you may be ſure, to 
the altar of hymen, y'cleped St. James's 
Church. Indeed, indeed, I find the ſtran- 
geſt alterations already. Manner, dreſs, 
opinions, conceptions, whims, fancies, all 
are changed. I floated in an ocean of 
ſtrange perplexity. The novelty alarms 
while it hurries my mind beyond a poſſi- 
bility of reflection. J am a friend to fyſ- 
tem, and would wiſh to methodize a plan 
for domeſtic r : but all is chaos in 
* Portman 


l 
Portman Square. What! married one 
twelvemonth, and ho reſpite for bridal con- 
verſe? On the wing of pleaſure, company, 
etiquette, ceremony, call it what you pleaſe, 
J have no time left for calm conſideration. 
There is a charm, Lady Bromfield, inex- 
preſſible to many minds, which I am now 
to diſcloſe to you, pardon my vulgar con- 
ceptions of high life; the charm, repoſe, : 
repoſe, repoſe ! Where is this to be found? 
Alas! not in Portman Square. I am in no 
ſurfeit with maſquerade, opera, and route; 
but I feel, oftentimes. feel a pang ſhoot ; | 
acroſs my ſoul which upraids me in this 
career of faſhion, gaity, diſſipation. Oh, for- 5 
a pauſe! to reſtore my ſenſes to the calm 
they eagerly ſue for. Lord George looks 
wan. All night on the whirl—all day on 
the chace of novelty. I would be anti- 
quated in my manners call for my bed 
tapers at twelve —riſe at nine, and take 
an airing with my huſband : and muſt 1! 
not hope for this charm to be realized? 
feſs, however, it is not unreaſonable: that 
conſtitution and a gleam of reaſon ſhews 
the en I make, not ill founded. If 
1 .'D 4 | 1 fling 


: * 


'* 4 
I fling this ſcribble to Lady Laſcelles, 
ſhe will fancy the notions are of another 
planet: but you will do me juſtice. I 
_ abjure all affectation of ſentiment ; and if I 
remonſtrate againſt the intemperate hurry 
of bon ton, be perſuaded I have ſufficient 


ſtore of animal ſp; pirits and love of 1 
to * ir alive. Thy 


| We are then to meet on the King's 
birth-day — you come to town for cere- 
mony ſake—ſtay a week, and then return 
to monaſtic life, to your villa and con- 
remplation. Fae $112 #. 394 > nk 

With all my notions of repoſe, I could 
= not be half ſo dull as you. You, I fay, 
= who with every talent, charm, delightful 
fancy to captivate ſociety, youth enough 
_ be admired ; ſenſe to command atten- 
tion, above all and envied by all in ac- 
- compliſhment—how can you court retire- 
ment? You ſay you grow old—you talk 
of experience Is age accompanied with 
power to pleaſe, to convey rapture and 
inſtruction to your friends? If ſo, let my 
| wiinkles appear, And my filver treſſes be 
1 8 ſeen 


* * 


1 
ſeen by all the world: Is age accom- 
panied with reflection, then 1 grow old 
myſelf. I reflect on the moments I have 
paſſed, fince a little year has rolled over 
the bridal head of Lavinia. You ſee I 
can be ſententious too: perhaps I can 


alſo balance your counſel in the ſame 
payment. ; i | 


Dear heart, where am I running to 
the bottom of the ſheet : my pen trots as 
quick as my ponies. My antichamber is 
full of milliners, „ Inventors of modes ; ; 
cards waiting to be read, and ſervants 
waiting for anſwers. Here is an opera-ſin- 
ger interceding for protection. A ſub⸗ : 
ſcription to Pay for a concert. My wait- | 
ing women, "impatient for orders; ; to hear 
my caprice f for the dreſs of the day : valet : 
to take out n my cards: : friſeur for my toilet, 
A loud peal at the door. A female of 
beauty and great faſhion ſtops. in her 
phaeton to parade. me through: the public 
ſtreets for the admiration. of the age: "and 
here I fit with ſtoical inſenſibility to fill up 
the page Tis ended thus—My brain is 
bolt turned with un 1 1 

B * esa 


EW 
and that Bedlam may not receive thy 
friend Lavinia, I now ſubmit her volatile 
part to the government and prudent coun- 
ſel of her EVEN mama. Nic 


LETTER IL 


Lady BaowPIELD to Lady RavmoxD. 


W E are made for action, and = ap- 
prove of every incentive which can rouze 
us to enjoyment. Without animation 
there can be no enjoyment, and without 
enjoyment life is more inſipid than a te- 

dious tale told by a frigid narrator. But 
to enjoy life and its pleaſures too, every 
old woman will tell you that there is no 
true enjoyment without moderation. Ex- 

2 | tremes take off the zeſt of conſumma- 

tion. They blunt happineſs, and the mind 

in e purſuit of novelty receives 
no gratification from the beaten 170 of | 
| its . | 
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1 
You talk of repoſe are vou not dull 
in temperature ?—Unpregnant in ſchemes 
of delight? If melancholy is the prevail- 
ing humour, court the circles of cheerful- 
neſs. You have now liſted under a banner 
to encounter every foe to the enjoyments of 
life; and are you ſo ſelf-cajoled as to pro- 
miſe yourſelf victory without a diſplay of 
courage and perſonal action? It is not a 
determined reſolution to conquer by grave 
maxims only that will bring you off victo- 
rious: you muſt em ploy n 5 e 
and e | 5 


Qu the ninnat: ma 


world, your active mind muſt catch the 
manners of the age ; and fancying yourſelf 
engaged in fome intereſting' game, you 
muſt watch the turn of every card toſtrength- 
en your own hand. Do not be apprehen- 
five you may be in want of objects to ren- 
der it intereſting. Plots and deſigns of ac- 
quaintance will furniſh you with ample 

materials to keep your hand in full play. 
It is the game of life you are now engaged . 
in, and it is only great practice and ſkill © 
which will enſure you ſucceſs ; that i is, A 


86 complete. 
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re knowledge of it, without being 
the ſufferer at the end of the game. 


- 


"1h 1 pa to hear a: namwitian of your | 
proceedings Company —fetes— madri- 
gals — converſazionts—frolicks, capers, et 
cetera,” as many as you pleaſe —=and I 
i beſeech you tell me, do ycu not think that 
my cenſorious dignity can diſpenſe with 

the proceedings in your higher houſe of 

pleaſure? The news papers bring me the 
quaint lies of ſome barren writer for bread 
but abſtracted from pariſh tales or the 

flander of the country. Squire's wife, 1 
* no intelligence of things. MO. 
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Wen — is the 9 all be en yet 

is the ring as pleaſant to the wearer? I 1 

ſuppoſe you are now as domeſtic as may 

bea quiet comfortable couple. Well 

well — keep your own ſecrets, if there is 

no proſpect of reaping farther benefits by 
 divulging them —till chen, Adien. 
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1 9 to Lo Br OWFIELD. 5 ; 
| 1 20 Java 
I T is now paſt a Fry * — our ex- 
perience of life has on many occaſions 
verified, is now the lot of our young mar- 
ried friend. She has reaſon for a ſilent tear 
Ehe heart is oppreſſed. I baye arrived 
at a ſolution of the myſtery. This morn- 
ing I walked to Portman Square about one 
o'clock—l approached the ſopha on which 
ſhe was ſeated; Her breakfaſt ſpread un- 
taſted on the table — cold - attendants diſ- 
miſſed: her eyes on the ground, languid, 
and dejected. Raking I concluded to be 
the cauſe of ker low ſpirits. There had 
been a maſquerade — ſhe. was there. She 
returned early from the amuſement. Lord 
George returned late roſe early did not 
breakfaſt at home, and ſeemed with a ten- 
der diſſimulation to be intent on ſone 
buſineſs, which it was not his intereſt for 
his Lady to be acquainted with, © / I 


ee e, 


N 


1 — , — * RF . 1 73 mY 4 
* % 
Te * , I 8 : . F 5 
bu * & p 4 * # * Z 2 ) $ 1 . 
* — \ 4 S as * 89 
o * 4 
1 * : - 
4 — . — 
q pe > 
> . A 5 
= 1 7 4 
— - 


[+4] 


Her heart was loaded with anxiety; I 
placed her hand between my two hands, 
and conjured her to open her ſoul to me. 

The eye guſhed a tear: her heart dilated, 


ä cital of her ſorrow. 


| Lady COON little ſtudious of her 
appearance, "choſe a black domino, and 
joined a party at a houſe in Berkeley 
Square, which received maſks. Lord 
George Raymond had a dinner engage- 
ment, and was not of the party. The 
- maſquerade was at the Opera Houſe. The 


had reſorted to were fipping their tea, 


pill box, and deſired her to open it. She 
knew the voice. It was Lord Raymond 
whom ſhe thought was indulging himſelf 
in a frolick—She wifhed to humour him, 
and raiſing the lid of the box, expecting 
to find ſome witticiſm, to her ſurprize 
he ſaw a bank note of a hundred pounds 
N ,encloſed in a billet, worded with: - paſſion, 


and ſhe gave me a natural and fincere re- 


groupe of maſks which Lady Raymond 


When a whimſical maſk of a mountebank 
doctor approached, preſented her with a 


© albgnation, &c. With no noo confuſion © 
324. ſhe _ 
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affecting eclairciſſement, and the defamers_ 
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the ju n Nd the contents into the box again 1 
ned it to the maſæ. The groupe 
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1 1 her friends burſt into laughter. They 


ſeemed all to wiſh for a ſimilar pill; ran 
up to the' doctor a natural voice accoſted 
him he ſeemed to know it, and retired. 


Lady Raymond at: firſt was alarmed on 


reflection ſhe became collected; and her 
curioſity was inſenſibly engaged in follow 


| ing the diſappointed maſk through the 


room. After ſome time paſſed in a hide 


and go ſeek, he accoſted a domino of the 


ſame colour, and of much the ſame fize. 


The Lady received the box, looked at 


the contents, put them into her pocket. 
Deprived of all farther reliſh for the night, 
ſhe haſtened to her coach, leaving her 
friends with fingular impreſſions on the na- 
ture of her haſty retiring; and no doubt 
as cenſure always leads the van, and cha- 
rity follows in the rear, the pill box was 
interpreted into an aſſignment, as it cer- 


tainly- was, bur deſigned for another ob- 
ject. Thus her character will evide 


ſuffer for the natural conſequence of the 


among che friendly groupe of her maiks; | 
gin ; | | ready 
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lantry againſt the —_ When the u 
uu was the huſband: | =o. oO e 
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huſbands. I laughed at the young crea- 
ture laughed at the comedy, as I called 
n, which: ſhe miſconſtrued into the moſt 
| deep and heart-breaking. of all tragedies. 
Tue miſtake of Lord George was, doubt- 
leſs, whimfical and fatal in its natũre; but 
ſooner or later, his inconſtancy would make 
its appearance - perhaps the guardian angel 
of Lady Raymond willed it to be revealed at 
this early period. In ſhort, under this 


= impreſſion of worldly calamity,” as the 
WO paints it, I have left her without a poſſibi- 
uc of procuring her the leaft relief; though 
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dited ſome, and could have done 
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zquence of the manners of the age 


among our young nobility. She muſt ſurely | 


have, under your 3 * been 
3 expę 


ready prepared to circulate a tale of gal: | 


All this, my ins: 1 Broinfield;'y you 
"RAM is nothing new with: our: modern 
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truth; confeſſing the guilt of his youth 
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night. It was the previous bargain ſhe had 


made with Lord George; though not dran 
up on parchment, ſhe muſt have ſeenʒit ra- 
tified by the many ſallies of his gallantry:; 


and when the paſtoral moments of bridal 


fidelity had loſt ſomewhat of their novelty, 


the habit of irregularity would, without all: 


George from you and myſelf: had he the 
power, the charms of Circe, he could not 
be long reſtrained from his intemperance. 
Why then, you will ſay, were his advances 


encouraged? birth and fortune could be 
no ſubſtitute for ſuch a violation with a 1 
mind well nurtured and well ſtored 1 ale 


fine conceptions. but he preſſed, followed, 


manner of doubt, take the former current 
again. She heard the character of Lord 


was a feigned character in his ſuirorſhip, A 


faint in demeanour, an angel in apparent: 


ſallies, and converted to virtue by the 
powerful attractions of che delicate Lady 


Lavinia. Were the women in theſe days, 
or in the days of yore, for T believe the 
other ſex to have been pretty much the 
. ſame, to ſtand out in favour of that'gallatit 
al who has a nt innocent and a perfect 


immaculate 
« ' 


” 
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immaculate character to recommend him, 
few couples would dance to the altar of 
Hymen. This truth -ſhe has good ſenſe 
enough to ſee into; but, I fear, ſhe begins. 
to dread other circumſtances. Lord George 
has been ſeen at the gaming table; he has 
made a purchaſe of running horſes ; his 
fortune is able to command the moſt ex- 
tenſive ſcenes of pleaſure and expence ; 
but if his inclinations ſhould be fixed on 
= both theſe objects united, there is no bounds 
| to diffipation—The riches of an empire 
may be laviſhed on the caſt of a die; and 
the loſs of frequent bets at a race courſe, 
may make the greateſt income diminiſh in 
a ſhort time. But the mind of a young 
man of faſhion muſt be fixed on ſome ob- 
ject of amuſement you will ſay —I grant it 
muſt: but how to determine the medium 
of enjoyment ?—Well, then, I ſuppoſe, all 
this muſt be truſted to chance, and to ſome 
ingredients of reaſon, and a latent viftue in 
the: heart. Poor thing! ſhe has much to 
encounter; many hazards to fight through ; 
but it has been the fate of many before. 
When the paſſions are ſomewhat dull with 
reiterated enjoyment, youth will reflect; 
—W ol | and 
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corum when © our ir feelings” are e alarmed. | 


and if all ſenſe of goodneſs has not, with 
fine eſtates and fine revenues been fatally 


| wrecked in the ſtorm of inſatiated appetite, | 


Lord George, on this fide forty, may, per- 
haps, take his: honourable ſeat among the 
ſober and grave patrons of connubaal ſolace. 
He muſt run the courſe of his frolic; he 
muſt ſee the curtain fall of the W ballet. 


Ne Hercules himſelf do what he may, 
The 88 mY n but rakes wi Nabe their 4. ö 


P. S. Iam 0 at che fadden retreat of 
Lady Raymond from the opera maſk—ſhe. 
loſt her prudence in the ſhock ſhe received; 
cenſure will follow her, and the quack- - 
doctor's pills will be a doſe of detraction for 
the town talk. She ſhould have remained 
miſtreſs of her ſenſibility, and have played | 
the hypocrite as a defence of her virtue. 
But we are not always the guardian of un 
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5 1 CONJURE you, 4s not leaks Lady 
Raymond a moment - you have gained her MY 
confidęnce, and your company will be 1 
doubly acceptable: be vigilant, defend her 
character from any wanton attacks of ma- 
hce , which are always ſure to be ſpread ſoon E 
after the nuptials of a young couple of their 
rank. — Employed in the cauſe, of inno- 4 
cence and virtue, our time is ever more 
than well beſtowed; but I have no need to 
invent perſuaſion for my dear Obrian, her 
inclination in the cauſe of my young friend 
will outſtrip any rule I can propoſe. My 
fears are che natural fears of long expe- 
rience in the ſallies of life Two young 
perſons of elevated rank are the conſpi- 
cuous objects for the prying curioſity of a 
croud. It ſhould ſeem almoſt that the cir- | 
cles in which they reſort to keep a conſtant 
| journal of looks, thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions: all is note, all paſſes in review. — 
4 OY | | The 
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The huſband, ke the .nconſtang butterfly, -. ; 
flutters from flower to flower — the male 
herd denote the pranks of the rover. —The 
3 FE: blooming bnde mult be neglected; the va- 
W ricty of intrigue fires the breaſt of a young 
Quixot, proud of ſignalizing himſelf i 1n the 
attack of injured beauty; the very approach 
is a taint of character, and unleſs the Ado- 
nis of a mate is ſufficiently enraptured with 
the honours of a chaſte wife, and proud to 
band her about to public amuſements, ſo 
3 flat and unfaſhionable in theſe days; why 
den the buz of flattery, the contaminating 
buz of intrigue, will be at her ear; and 
though her virtue may not be aſſailed with 
the refined artifice of the ſeducer, yet her 
vanity may perhaps be amuſed and faſci- : 
nated. 

Intoxicated with motley pleaſures of the 
moſt beguiling kind, there is a caloſit - _ 
which the neglected heart of a woman will 
attain to; and you well know, that there 
are certain moments when a woman ſees 
through a different medium than the exact 

or pure ties of the heart. We are volup- 
tuous by nature; out training to virtue is 
: early 
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” 5 of 
eatly Habit: relax in the diſcipline of re- 
ſtrained inclination, I will not anſwer for 


the tremulous condition of our characters. 


T have all to dread and but little to hope 
for the preſent happineſs of poor Lady Ray- 
mond; but, without a fincere and conſtant 
friend near her perſon, what with the vo- 
latility of Lord George, and her own ex- 
poſed fituation in the high world, the 


greateſt dangers are ſurrounding her. You 


are that friend; to you ſhe will owe every 
blefling that can hereafter attend her but 


he muſt not expect to have all the fine 


things i in life without ſome little intermix- 

ture of the evil with the good: however, 
2s 1 have been ſo long attached to her hap- 
pineſs, I ſhall certainly not neglect her in 


che more trying ſcene of it; therefore what- 


ever can occur to make me more formida- 


ble in her defence, you know I thall moſt 
_ Ay covet. Kaen. . 7: 
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Lady RAYMOND f Lady BROMFIELD.: © 


M Y officious, and always conſtant friend, 
Obrian, informs me ſhe has ſent you the 
anecdote of the opera maſquerade. I ſup- 
poſe you will jocoſely tell me your concep- 
tions are realized, That men are by nature 
« falſe,” and chat we had better ſhut up 
ourſelves in a nunnery, than be breeders of 
| ſinners. F ly, then; and why did I not fly 
the tender, the all gallant, all ſincere George 
Raymond? Oh! you told me that he was 
too honourable to be deceitful, and that a 
true lover could ſooner part with his life 
than his conſtancy: you did, you did; and 
I was governed by your precepts : but a 


wiſe man ſays, I muſt not accuſe my friend 3 
accuſation may break the bonds of oujt 


affection. I do, indeed apologize for my 
too haſty ſentiments; I take all the mi 
takes of the heart to my own prejudiced 
creed; I did believe him ſincere ; my heart 
wiſhed it too, and my ſoul was deceived by 
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its over-fond wiſhes : _ he was made. to 
85 ee me, to deceive you, to deceive all 
the ſex who looked on his fine eye, heard 
his elegant tongue, and knew his matchleſs 
accompliſhments. My Raymond is 16ſt, 
-and all the world is deſolate to his a 
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Lady Benito, to L- nano. 


1. F ORESEE _ adidas, you 8 to 
experience, and I deſire you will imme- 
diately write PATIENCE AND RESIGNATION 
in large capitals, and, like a taliſman, wear 
them next your heart. Perhaps you will ſay, 
poreſaw che trouble you now experience, 
that Lord George would not be confined 
to the love of one amiable woman, inter- 
dicted the haram of. the ſex; I confeſs 
5 well foreſaw it, arid I. plead to your ac- 
cuſation that I did admoniſh you to receive 
we conſtant ce for when he proteſted 
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1 WF 
in courtſhip, I knew him to be ü 4 
and ſo are all the men; then the ſweet 
creatures really do will good intentions of 
eternal conſtancy. When I counſelled 
you to marry Lord George Raymond, you 
will allow that prepoſſeſſion had done much) 
preſent appearances on his fide did more; 
you was partial, he was ſincere when he 
took you by the hand. If he has now acted 
diſhonourably, perhaps I may be to blame 
for the raſhneſs of my conjecture ; but had 
I augured lefs favourably of / his advances, 
would my opinion have changed your opi- 
rion? No, Lady Raymond; I know the wo- 
men as well as the men. You would have 
been his wife if my epithergy ' diſlike had 
been larded with the worſt of 'execration': 
when the eye is pleaſed, the heart extenuates 
and approves. Come, come, let us change.” 
the ſubject; I ſhall be too ſerious if it is 
longer inſiſted on: have done with this 
nonſenſe, then; and if you talk of your 
ſorrows, and the wrongs you undergo, re- 
member that I can give you as pathetic * 
narrative as you can draw up. If I have 
patience to hear your reproaches, you muſt 
have —_— yourſelf and hear mine alſo. 
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E 7 
But {et us come to ellencials- are you fare 
There is not ſame paint he has been con- 
teſting with the rites of Hymen ? —— 
Think, ponder upon it. I have devel- 
Joped ſome of theſe ſacred myſteries to 
you; perhaps there ſtill remains an ex- 
poſition on the ſubject: but mere of this 
when we meet: more you ſhall certainly 
Have if you require it; and if there is any 
thing that you have remarked in the tender 
moments of Lord George, which you be- 
Jieve may have given him ſome little cha- 
grine, do net fail to commit the ſame 
40 paper. The ſooner you ſet about an 
amendment or conformity in theſe mat- 
ters, which are eſſentially the baſis of our 
real happineſs with our huſbands, the more 
Jour future bliſs will be concerned. Do 
not then talk to me of infidelity till you 
have well conſidered this. 


Lord George ſhould believe you the 
paragon of beauty, of ſenſe, of female 
loftneſs: if he is in the leaſt doubtful of 
theft partial ſentiments in your favour, there 
3 may be a ſtrong reaſon on your ſide to 
es "onal him of many offences againſt the in- 
| tegrity 
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L 27 3 I 
cegrity of his marriage vow. Before we 
can poſhbly underſtand each other, let me 
aſk why the men are ſo ardent in purſuir ; 
where our attraction? I will repeat to 
you what I have fo often told you. In 


the firſt place, nature gives the faſci- 


nation of partiality to us, becauſe we are 
fair, effeminate, eafily ſubdued, flexile in 
manners, and have the charm of imparting * 
the moſt exquiſite of all terreſtrial happineſs 
to them. This you will grant is a conſum- 
mate reaſon, But why do they fly us then? 
you may aſk ; becauſe we fail in ſome of 
theſe attractions. Study, then, the leading 
path ions of their hearts, and the victory 
is on your fide. Study, then, thoſe attrac- 
tions by which their hearts are ſwayed, and 
you conquer them with their weakneſs. 
You wall reply, perhaps, that you ſee no 
reaſon why, in ſubjection to their will, 

the life of a woman ſhould be paſſed in 
ſo much complaiſance and attention to the 
ſex. Is it not in nature decreed that 
we ſhould be purſued for the gg of 
Our charms; and in what, then, do # wf Wo 
charms conſiſt, unleſs in perſonal | one s 4 
"A beautiful face, accompliſhed mand 125 2 
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and a compliant mind, when ſuch com- 
pliance has the ſanction of cuſtom and moral 
virtue? Is it too much trouble then to ſtudy 
our toilet, to poliſh our behaviour, to con- 
quer the petulance of ill-timed repulſe? 


Though I ſhall not pretend to juſtify 
the infidelity of the other ſex, I am ſure, 
on many occaſions, we have much to an- 
ſwer for on the ſcore of their tranſgreſſions, 
by our own negligence and want of proper 
kill to ſecure their favours. I will not fay 
but cuſtom. prevails too much in their favour 
againſt all our beſt-concerted endeavours; 
but be that as it may, we ſhould not be 
diſcouraged from hoping to ſecure the con- 
ſtancy of our huſbands with as much power 

as Theſſalian witches can with all their. 


incantations. 


You ſee I have taken ſome pains to write 
with gravity, though be affured I have 
ſcarce been able to refrain from a titter.— If 
this finds you alive, I hope 1 it will have 
ſome efficacy in turning your thoughts from 
the reſolution of dying for the fooliſh love 


tired 
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of a fooliſh, whimſical young man, who is 


E 

tired of his plaything, a pretty, chaſte wife, 
and running after other idle baubles for 
his diverſion: but if my deareſt Lydia is. 
{till fixed on cloſing up her beautiful blue 
eyes, and being laid out by a filthy under- 
taker, in a filthy woollen ſhroud, inſtead of 
being led out in all the charms of the queen 
of Cyprus at the birth day, where I hope 
to meet you; why then I will deviſe the 
moſt faſhionable merhod of ſhortening your 
days. As you are ſo good to take my ad- 
vice about other things, I hope you will 
have patience to wait for my next letter, to 

counſel you about the kind of death I would 

with you to die of. | | 


P. S. Not a word, a thought, that may 
be noticed—the leaſt hint you are acquaint- 
ed with the raſhneſs, the infidelity of your 
huſband ; — if he is a man of honour, he 
will deſpiſe himſelf, be diſpleaſed at his foi- 
bles, and the injury you have received be 
converted into a worſe impulſe — his ha- 
tred. I charge you do not forger this 
| admonition. . Ka, SET? 5 
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EET TER, Vit. . 


Lady RairmonD to Lady BrRoMFIELD. 


1 SUBMIT ; PATIENCE and RESIVNA- 
TION will be bound about my neck, and 
placed on the tablet of my heart. I have 
ſent this morning for a jeweller to work a 
braid of Lord George's hair into a locket, 
and to be formed into capital letters of the 
"1 words patience and refignation. 


My docility to your commands ſhall be 
humbled to ſubmiſſion. I will do all that 
mortal woman can perform; more you 
cannot hope for. I plead to many of 
your accuſations ; I have reaſon to believe 
your ſentiments perfectly juſt ; lay all my 
W troubles to my own imperfections, my own 
frailty, my own mifconduct. Your letter 
has calmed the fever of my ſoul ; I do in- 
deed ſee through a leſs diſtempered lens 
of human life: I have been floating in 
error ; I have been delirious with the pro- 
as of _ „ intoxicated with 
ſhort- 


EET. - 
mort- lived Joys, more truly voluptuous 
than deſcription can paint, or even recol-- 
lection can convey a mental conception of. 
If my foul, irradiate with ſuch a beam of 
joy, now muſt feel a contraſt ſo extreme, ſo- 
fallen below the immenſity of that worldly 
happineſs, J have within this little ſpace of 
time experienced; all gracious powers ! 
give me fortitude to ſurmount the conflic- 
ting anguiſh of my ſoul. Obrian compares 
my preſent wretchedneſs to a bodilyailment: 
patience ſhould preſcribe, and time ſhould 
operate a cure; but oh, my friend, think but 
a moment how greatly different is the diſeaſe: - 
of our frames to the diſeaſe of our mind. 
You may tell me with philoſophical ſubtilty 
that both are united: alas! alas! I am loſt; 
perplexed, in ſuch kind of arguments.” 
Does not nature give me nice vibrations of 
joy and pain? Are we not formed to feel 
both? then why ſhould we attempt to refinee 
thoſe feelings away by arguments ſo very /, 
very incomprehenſible. Your injunction! 
ſubmit. - Your injuction, patience and re- 
ſignation, is more efficacious than the moſt | 
| fubtle diſquiſition ; this doctrine my reaſon” + 
dictates: the clergyman of our pariſh tells 
OE TOE 
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me it is true, and his rhetoric I find to be 
themoſt perfect and the moſt ſoothing of any. | 


I have found out ſome errors in my con- 
duct with Lord George—but, ere I com- 
municate, I ſhall conſult the power of 
opportunity, to place beyond a doubt the 
truth of ſuſpicion. I comprehend your 
diſquiſition in the ſubtltey of a married 
lady's conduct, but like the poſition of a 
theoretic truth, I cannot feel it ſo forcibly as 
by practical demonſtration. We muſt confer 
more curiouſly, more openly on this ſubject. 


A loud knock put down my pen. 


Mrs. Haggerſton, Mif: Numer; are an- 
nounced. Theſe two Iidies were of the 
maſquerade party—no good, I augur ; cu- 
rioſity to hear flander, or farther ſuſpicion 
concerning the event of my ſudden diſap- 
pearance have inclined me to give them 
adniittance. Obrian told me I had given 
cauſe for tattle by ſo doing; but the blun- 
der of Lord George was ſo ſtrange, my 
mind was totally abſorbed in it. How 
| ſingular is the jumble of events in this life 


one 
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one might believe another power more 


was vigilant over our fate: but I muſt ſeal 
my letter. You ſhall hear the reſult of this 
interview in my next. 


LET THER IK. 
Lady RAYMOND to Lady BROMFIELD. 


Evns follow evil: when one thing is 
adverſe, others follow in quick fucceſſion. 
My character, too, is defamed, Lady Brom- 
field. Up in the world; but down you 
will ſay—it is both up and down the pub- 
lic canvas, public cenſure; and I muſt re- 
main unconcerned at the mighty cruſh ; _ 
greatly. at my eaſe, amidſt the general 
havoc of my innocence. Play the female 
Cato. What firmneſs ! but patience and 
reſignation. | | 


Enter Mrs. Haggerſton and Miſs Primmer. 


Mrs. Haggerſton. No cold, I hope, Lady 
Raymond, at the maſquerade. 
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ſcilfal than chance in ſuch arrangements 
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Miſs Primer, Odd maſk that of the 
quack doctor, eh eh ehe h- 


Mrs. Hag. You left us ſoon; — no in- 


diſpoſition, I hope, my Lady R— ;—vaſtly 


odd that maſk indeed - oh- Oh— Oh — ah 
ah—ah—ſhewed a box of pills; Miſs Prim- 


mer here longed for one; -did'nt ye, Miſs 


Prummer ? 


Miſs Prim. You're pleaſant, Mrs. H- 
you judge others. by yourſelf; you envied 


Lady Raymond the doſe ;—fſhe ran away 


with them all — left us none—eh—eh— 


ch— ch—ch—with her fan before her aces | 


Mrs. Has. No bad effects, my _ 


Raymond. 


Mi Prim. Oh, the doctor is 1 


we all knew him perfectly well by his voice e 


he is a very bad ſqueaker. 


| Mes. Hag. Ves, yes; Miſs Primmer 
knew him well, and ſhe ſqueaked too after 
him im his own name to feel her pulſe: oh 
you are a malicious little puſs; you could 
| | _ 


= | 

not endure the jeſt ; had you kept it up, 
and pretended ignorance, he might have 
given you and all of us, perhaps, ſome of 
15 quack medicines; but the deuce is in 
young married ladies; they have more attrac- 
tion for the doctors than we old wives, and 
you young eld maids. To encourage Miſs 
P— to keep it up againſt me, by a ſar- 
caſm levelled at her, to reflect its obliquity 
on me but Miſs P— took it otherwiſe.) 


Here Miſs Primmer frowned monſtrouſ- 
ly; and vengeance, I believe, from that 
inſtant was pronounced againſt me. A tit- 
ter of mine effectually made their whole 
| malevolence explode on. my head'; her 
manner and look were ſo ridiculous, I have 
the enſemble now before me: her face as 
round as a cat, eyes as fiery, a little pug 
noſe about a dozen pock marks ſcattered 
up and down her features, to add relief to 
her countenance, and to add more ken- 
neſs to her malice ; nature in this, to a nice 
obſerver of phyſiognomy, is wondrous 
bountiful ; it generally gives ſome ſtriking 


indication of the party we have to cope 


with. But thus proceeded the Gag 
a 2 Mifs 


. 

N Miſs Prim. Well, Ma'am, and if young 
married ladies have their Sons amis ſmile 
upon them, they have their enemies too; 
they do not eſcape ſcandal more than the 
leſs noticed and neglected part of the crea- 
tion: the lives of the ſingle are more 
paſſive perhaps, but they are more — 
ed from defamation. 


This ſtroke was too perſonal, the hit 
too palpable, not to be noticed, and it drew 
2 reply from me. | 


So, ladies, I find my quick diſappearance 
from the maſquerade, after the odd maſk 
accoſted us, has been prettily tranſlated ; 
I am to ſuffer too, I preſume, without a 
champion. 7 | 


Here both eyes of the grimalkins were 
darted upon me, pervading the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of my heart, if it were poſſible to 
be confirmed in ſuſpicion to verify appear- 
ances. 


Lou, ladies, I hope, have defended my 
cauſe ; you have entered into the liſts, I 
make 


it | 


e 


E-W- 1 
make no doubt, to preſerve it. But why in- 
deed ſhould I regard theſe kind of reports ? 
The town muſt and will be amuſed ; if not 
with true tales of folly, it is ſure to invent 
ſome anecdote to favour cenſure and de- 
traction: then why ſhould 1 eſcape the 
common fate of all young people juſt en- 
tering into life? Envy, ladies, you both 
confeſs is the point in queſtion, you alledge 
againſt each other for the preference ſhown 
to me by the maſk; and it is this envy, 


ladies, that alſo followed me out of the maſ- 


querade, and now, Perhaps, to Portman 
e 


Miſ Primmer. Oh, dear Lady Raymond, 
if you mean this kind of envy, believe me 
then it is not our envy alone that followed 


you out of the maſquerade, but the envy | 


of all your acquaintance. 


z My acquaintance, I preſume, muſt then 
have more violent deſires than myſelf to 
take the doctor's pills. You will confeſs, 
however, that I returned his quack medi- 
cines, ladies, and that you had a fair oP 
portunity co . them. : 
t 5 Mrs. 


1 1 5 
Mrs. Hag. and Miſs Prim. Eh—eh— 
eh —ch—eh—ch—ah—ah—ah—ah—ah— | 
oh—ob—oh—oh—. | 


Miſs Prim. No pills, I believe, Lady 
Raymond]; a preſcription in the box which 
required only a ſmall glance of the eye to 
find out its efficacy —eh— eh eh eh 


Mrs. Hag. Perhaps Miſs Primmer her- 
ſelf would not have been much the worſe 
for the Doctor's advice; as little incom- 
moded after it as Lady Raymond might be 
oh —oh—oh—ob —ah— ah—ah— ah—. | 


N. Prim. Coded; Mrs. Haggerſton, ; 
you ſeem to anſwer very much in point 
for your friend; ſhe was not, perhaps, 
more concerned than you yourſelf might 
be in the nature of the preſcription ; the 
_ | doQor's pharmacopeia was in your mind all 
night, and no aſſiduity was wanting to find 
out his real perſon, This good fortune was 
left to me, without all the trouble you gave 
yourſelf, for he ſoon diſappeared when he 
procured the proper patient he wanted. 


[Here a fi gnificant glance to note my looks, 
which 


Tix) 


| which! now aſſumed 4 eesti 3 1 | 
gravny. 


Mrs. Shaw,” Von will Mews that you 
have at leaſt ſhewyn yourſelf fully as in- 
tereſted as I may have been, in running; 
about theſe two mornings from houſe to 
houſe, to find out the real ingredients of 
the preſcription. As you ſeem to be ſo well 
inſtructed in the compound, what a pity it 
is you do not make an application of it 
pyourſelf to the caſe in point, for all this 
dwelling upon the matter ſhows at leaſt 
you conceive ſome ſatisfaction in malkibg 
about it. 


Mz ſs Prim. I have no bath Makes 
which requires the preſcription ; but this 
is no reaſon why we may not procure a 
good receipt to aſſiſt our friends in diſtreſs; 
it is much at Mrs. Haggerſton's ſervice, if 

ſhe pleaſes to make uſe of it. L 


Mrs. Haggerſton was now picqued; in- 


dignation was in her countenance. Miſs 


Primmer had marſhalled her in good ear- 
neſt 1 into the field, who not conſidering the 


motive 7 


. 
PS 


[ 49 ) 
motive of her retorts upon her, which were 
only to refle& with more force againſt me, 
had taken her raillery to herſelf, and foiled 
her at her own weapons: however, I did 
not ſuffer another reply on either fide, aſ- 
fucing the ladies I had ordered my carriage, 
and was mortified I could not be indulged 
with a longer viſit, and ringing the bell, 
at the ſame inſtant a ſervant appeared, who 
J kept hearing my orders, that the ladies 
might have a pauſe, to forget the ſudden 
warmth which I found was riſing too high. 


Miſs Primmer now roſe, and begged to 
have a few moments converſation apart ; 
curtſying to Mrs. Haggerſton, I took her 
into the drawing room. My dear Lady 
« Raymond, you have always found me 
6 ſincere in my frienſhip, and, I hope, I 
am now going to give you a ſtrong proof 
of the regard I always had for you. I 
feel myſelf particularly diſtreſſed in the 
« affair which happened at the maſque- 
„ rade; it has made more noiſe than you 
« can poſſibly be aware of. Mrs. Hagger- 
£ ſton is your avowed enemy; I made a 
« point of accompanying her here, left 

2 "hs «© ſhe 
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11 
ſhe might gather either from your man- 
ner or words ſufficient matter to do you 


you out of the Opera Houſe, and what 
has given colour to the report, is, that 
Lord George Raymond was that day 
engaged at the St. Albans Tavern with 
a party that did not break up till conſi- 
derably after you had retired: your cha- 
racer, believe me, is effectually ruined; 


whether innocent, whether imprudent, 


I do not enquire; but in the ſincereſt 
friendſhip I tell you, that your conduct 
at the maſquerade has been conſidered 
in the light of intrigue by all the world, 

which you muſt confeſs yourlelt by the 


ſudden leave you took of us gave no 


ſmall reaſon for believing; and what has 


rendered the matter beyond a doubt, 


is, that the maſk is now known to all 
the town. I gueſſed at it myſelf, and 
towards the end of the maſquerade, the 
quack doctor, unmaſked, returned to 
the room, and in a private ſet. The 
* * * * was the man; and I am not 
ſurprized our ſex has ſuch little reſolu- 
| ce tion 
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tion to withſtand the charms of ſo fine 


a fellow: but believe me, my dear Lady 


Raymond, I have now no motive what- 


ever for my viſit, but to offer you any 
{ervice in my power, to help you out of 
this unpleaſant embaraſſment; do, my 
dear creature, command me freely; 1 
am entirely under your orders; and you 
know that I, having an entre among all 
your friends and acquaintances, can give 
any turn to this affair which you think 
proper; but pray do not make any other 
perſon your friend in it, confide in no 
other perſon but me ; you know not the 
riſk you expoſe yourſelf to by ſo doing. 
Be aſſured I can give a total different 
turn to the public talk, and fave your 
character from the cruel ſting of defama- 
tion ; befides, you muſt be well aware 
how neceſſary it is for you to have ſome 
perſon to defend you againſt the ca- 
lumny of your enemies, and to ſecure 


the lenity of Lord George : for God's 


ſake only think of conſequences, ſhould 
he take violent meaſures on theſe cruel 
reports, and have ſuſpicions placed be-' 
mom all doubt ; whereas the affair pro- 

| % perly 


1 3 

perly managed may turn out in the end 
entirely to your ſervice. If Lord George 
is not convinced, but only alarmed, it 
will make him more attentive to your 
perſon: thoſe who love their wives have 
no ſmall ſhare of jealouſy; all this will 
therefore, as I have ſaid before, turn 
out to your advantage, if you will con- 
cert meaſures with a friend to manage it 
properly: leave it then all to me, but 
let no one elſe have your confidence; 
you will be blown all over the town if 

you do: dear heart! it is inconceivable 

what enemies every body hasg— well, 

what do you ſay? Come, tell me all 
about it, and make me your friend? I 
will indeed do any thing in the world 
for you; there was Lady * * , and 
Lady “* * * *, I was the data Who 
carried on all hls ſecrets ; they truſted 
me with every thing: and there is Lady 
*, Mrs. * * * and Miſs * * *. I 
am their only confidante. It is not the 
firſt time I have been valuable to my 
e in theſe perplexities I can 
aſſure You.” 


Aſtounded, 


— 44 ] 
Aſtounded, mortified with all this cant, 
which ſhe pronounced in ſo harſh a voice, 
and in ſuch rapid accent, I had no reply 
to make her, but aſſured her I had no kind 
of uſe whatever for her ſervices; and this 
I repeated in a faultering voice, my heart 
{ſwelling with ſorrow and indignation to 


think I was expoſed in this opprobrious 


manner, and my innocence wounded to this 
degree by the public tongue of ſcandal. 
My confuſion ſhe conſtrued into guilt, and 
was approaching with a whining voice of 


condolence, to take my hand in friendly | 


ſympathy, when a little recovering my rea- 
fon and energy, I contented myſelf only 
with a look of ſcorn, opened the door, and 
curtfied her out of the r room. 


e On defcending the Py I found the 


door of the breakfaſt room open ; Mrs. 
 Haggerſton had taken herſelf off;. a note 
on the table. 


Mi Primmer wondered at her depar- 
ture; was going to comment; I curtſied; 


ſhe looked for a reply; I was obſtinately 


mute ; ſhe feared ſhe intruded ; I confeſs- 
ed 


2 


ſider her officiouſneſs as ſincere and well 
meant; I curtfied ; ſhe made a motion to 
go; was forry 1 would not accept of her 
confidence ; once more expreſſed her fears 


obvious marks of great mortification and 
diſappointment. On her abſence, I opened 
the note from Mrs. Haggerſton, whoſe 
abrupt departure ſeemed to avow no ſmall 


of us, 


« Mrs. Haggerſton begs leave to apolo- 
« gize for taking advantage of Lady Ray- 
E © mond's and Miſs Primmer's abſence to 


(leave the houſe; but ſhe is happy: i in 
having this opportunity of aſſuring her 


» 


- 


that Miſs Primmer is her avowed enemy. 
« Miſs P— is celebrated for the many 
“ miſchiefs ſhe has cauſed in families of 
the firſt note in this town; and 


< farther, the greateſt reaſon for be} 8 TY 
£4 
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ed I was diſtreſſed ; ſhe hoped I ſhould con- 


on my account; aſſured me I ſhould find 
the moſt inveterate enemy in Mrs. Hagger- 
ſton ; took her leave, but not without very 


degree of hoſtility againft one or dank | 


* 


that ſhe was the writer of two pan 3 


which e in a morning paper "of 2 
this | 
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4 this day, fo ſarcaſtically ah Safidloufy 
<< penned againſt the character of Lady 
< Raymond. If Lady Raymond will do 
% her the honour to make one of her ſet 
in Brook Street, on Wedneſday evening, 
<. ſhe ſhall there be more TT. in- 
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nme motionleſs, ready to ſink into 
che earth, I inſtantly rang the bell for my, 
woman, ' enquired for the paper; it was 
not to. be found; Lord George had been 
obſerved in the morning at breakfaſt to 
put it in his pocket when he went out; too 
impetuous as we are all to liſten to the evil 
reports of our name, a freſh paper was 
brought me; when faultering, trembling, 
I took the baſe aſſaſſin of many a poor help- 
lefs, innocent woman's character into my 
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ons © Suck is the prevailing degeneracy of 
the age, that a young married couple 
4 of high rank, with every power to inſure 
ce à laſting union of the ſexes, are at no 
4 great diſtance from the faſhionable cuſ- 
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rc tom of ſeparation. Report ſays, and 
e 1s net always without foundation, FR 
„ the huſband is a man of honour, and de- 


<6 termined to duni the bride with all 
66 poſſible rigour. 


| E C The affair FP: the quack doctor and 


« his box of pills, at the Opera maſque- 


c rade, is now divulged in the face of 


< broad daylight. It is pretended the 


doctor, though not a quack in one ſenſe, 
<« is certainly ſo in the other, for the lady 
cc will find herſelf much worſe for his 


preſeri ption. 


I flung myſelf on the ſopha, waved my 
hand for the waiting woman to leave the 
room. A ſhower of tears relieved my 
heart, and I was juſt returned to feaſon 


when Lord George entered the room, 
caught me in his arms, kiſſed away my: _ 
| tears, claſped me to his breaſt, and thus 


held me in ſilent rapture for ſeveral mi- 
nutes. He had anticipated che cauſe 
of my diſtreſs. I had been cautious to 
obey. your advice, and I gave him no 


reaſon whatever to ſuſpect that J knew the 


"Intrigue 
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bange which he was —_— on at the 
Ponds. 


He ſpoke; “ Dear Lady Raymond, 
«© your character has been traduced by a 
« dzmon of the blackeſt hue : I ſee the 
& paper before you, moiſtened with tears 
«© of the pureſt innocence ; but Heaven 
cc ſhall now witneſs that puniſhment ſhall 
« fall heavily on the head of thy defamer. 
] have been to the printer; the man, 
6 alarmed at my threats, has promiſed to 
do all in his power to find the writer of 
the paragraph, * has delivered to me 
« the hand writing.“ 


N 


Though the paragraph, on reflection, was 
not abſolutely perſonal, yet the parties 
could not fail to be recognized by the 
circle of our acquaintance, and eſpecially 
as I had ſuch ſtrong proofs that it had 
already been ſo: however, ſome meaſure 
was neceflary to be taken; contradictory 
paragraphs were therefore to be inſerted 
the next morning, and ſearch to be made 
after the baſe calumniator, who, from Mrs. 
Haggerſton's hint, we readily concluded 


 U as F 
to be the condoling and nen b. 


poſed Miſs Primmer. 


| The'very wrongs I receive ſeem to rouſe 
me from a ſenſe of them to . che 1 


figns of yu 8 enemies. * 


'L® TTE R 8 4 


Mes: Oonran to N BowPrer.s.” 


1 H AV = not been wanting in atduity; 
caution, ſtratagem, and ſome trouble, to 
ſerve our friend, Lady Raymond. — The 


Colonel too has prepared to take a ſurvey 


of the ground where kis Lordfhip ſeems 


determined to encamp on. — You have 


heard more than I can poſſibly relate to 


| you about the ſcandalous paragre ian 2? 


faſhionable morning print. Lord George 
has taken upon him to defend the'honour”' 
of his wife, though diſſuaded by many of 
his acquaintance - whether friends or foes, 
I do not take upon me to ſay: there is 
ſome negotiation in the buſltieſs which is 
Vor. I. 8 almoſt | 


E . 
almoſt ripe to tranſpire; but I have 1 no no- 
tice yet for your information. = 


= oras:yelleiday-at Lady Gudgeon's card 
party.—1 played the eveſdropper—Like 
Hamlet's ghoſt, the ſcurrilous report was 
here and there and every where. Her 
name was mentioned, and a buz among the 
men in a corner of the room A d—n'd 
ec ſweet creature !—ſhe will not hold out a 
* month longer for a hundred. —As for the 
% *#$###*#* —ſtuff! He was not there till 
ce four in the morning. 1 followed him all 
ce the evening, and can anſwer for it there 
is not a word of truth in the report; but 
« tattle will always amuſe itſelf at the ex - 
c pence of the great: the lie is generally fix- 
«© edwhere inclination would have it - let 
c truth now- ſpeak We did not break up 
till ſix — ſhe went at one, and he not 
coming till four, as I before obſerved. — 
6. prag, what authority is there for this 
K. Koxy then? I believe from my heart ſhe 
6s curſediy abuſed; and Raymond will 


80 to loggerheads about har” "EM 
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“ much about his wife as he does the bert 
« morning for the madam he cajoled over 


night. If any one will ſtake a thouſand, 
L will engage to find a man who will put 
her virtue to a trial without feeling the 
point of a ſword, or hearing the ** | 
of a piſtol ! 1 | 


4 Morpet, replies a third, © is the 
man : he always ſhews himſelf in an op- 
polite box — is after her in every party. 

D—n'd. hard if a woman may not have 
a ciceſbeo as well as the man his French 


milliner; and if I know Raymond well, 


he does not diſlike * Italian cuſtom,” 


> 


1 * wich more gravity, © If 
huſbands, like ſtags in a park, herd by 


_ themſelves at the card and dice clubs, it 


cc 


is all fair for the women to amuſe them- 


« ſelves in return. Here now,” ſays he, 


we are the only men in the room, and 
look what a plaguy ſight of ſweet wo- 
men, ſcrewing up their mouths at ill 
luck with their cards, when they ſhould 


£ be ſcrewing up their ee ORE at 


* another 8 8 
3 This 
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This was enough to convince me chat 
Lady Raymond was made the town talk, 
and that their con verſation was a prelude to 


ſome ſcheme which the men are very crafty 


in adopting on ſimilar occaſions, when a 


— placed in a doubeful ſcaſe. 


8. Lord George is "all nigh at the 


clubs, and report ſays, he plays with more 


venged on female malverſation? meaſures 


es pod fortune. 


1 7 7 E * xl. 
L. 'y e zo Lab BrowrIzL». 


You: may now naturally conjecture I 
ſhall not be wanting in induſtry to obtain a 
ſight of the art of penmanſhip diſplayed in | 
the hand writing of my cendoling and very 
fincere friend, Miſs, Primmer, and thus 
o_ a cogent concluſion, by comparing 


the penmanſhip: but how are we to be re- 


are to be adopted on detection —in this, 


perhaps, you will dvs. 


. 


8 


8 4 U8 


= 4? 
4 


1 
Poor Lord George! the delicacy: of is” 


coke on this occaſion fills my foul with 
indeſcribable tenderneſs. The anxiety he 
expreſſes for my fame, ſeems to abſorb all 


thoughts of pleaſure, diſſipation, and folly. 


He has reſumed, that wonted attention, that 
ineffable ſweetneſs of converfe, which won 


my heart to his obedience, which made me 
prize him above the croud of coxcombs, 


rakes, and pretty fellows. —But in the ful- 
neſs of my hope I am loſt im perplexity; 


I breathe a wiſh for domeſtic happineſs, and 
find obſtacles which umpede the pleaſing 
return of ſueh thoughts. Laſt night he da- 


dicated his. evening entirely to me—We 


to be at Mrs. Haggerſton's: route, from 
whom we had received many preſſing ſoli- 
citations, and to which I conſented from 


-motives of curioſity, in hopes to draw ſome 


concluſions to govern my conduct in the 


alarming. reports which had been propa- 
_ gated againſt my character, and to expoſe 


Miſs Primmer in her baſe device to ruin 
my character. 


To return to my fears. Yeſterday and 
D 3 1 this 


were ſeen at the opera. To- morrow we are 


"FP 3 3 


this morning Lord George was waited on 
by two inen, whoſe names I have heard as 
moſt conſpicuous in the lift of celebrated, 
taſhionable high players. It ſeems they 
were at a loſs to account for his ſudden dif- 
ſertion of their party, into which he had 
been initiated; and called from motives of 
curioſity, or, perhaps, to re-kindle his paſ- 
ſion for play, apparently cooled by his two 
nights abſence, or to pry into his motives 
for it. — Their viſits, in ſhort, made him 
return, and, alas! my hopes are now va- 
niſhed. He was not in Brook Street till 
five this morning. He talks of going to 
Newmarket the firſt ſpring meeting, has 
enlarged his ſtud, and connects himſelf only 
with the firſt characters of the age; fond of 
glitter, expence, and irregular life. 


Is am more brief in this than I ſhall be - 


mn my next; you muſt prepare for patience; 


Mrs. Haggerſton will poſſibly furniſh, fuffi- 
cient matter to exhauſte my paper, ink, 
and candle. | 


LETTER | 
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LETTER XII. 


* Colonel Oprrax to Lord BROMFIELD. 


1 FEEL myſelf equally intel with 


you in the commiſſion you have propoſed 
to me: I am impreſſed with as much gra- 


| titude from the weight and obli gation I am 


under to. the Duke of Clarencour, father 


of Lord George, who was the firſt pro- 


moter of my rank and fortune, as with real 
inclination to render ſervice to a young no- 


bleman, diſtinguiſhed by his great abilities 


and amiable manners. His follies I will 
not here mention; theſe, I think with you, 
ſhould be left for his friends to palliate, 
and, by gentle methods, to extirpate. I 
have now been accepted. into a club where 
he chiefly reſorts ;. experience, in life will 

direct me to note the ambuſcades, mines, 
and ſieges laid for His deſtruction— Where 
the enemy are at work, there you may be 
aſſured I ſhall begin my attack— c counter - 8 
mines and approaches; j therefore ll I 
D 4 enter 


| 5s 7 
enter on lion —till the campaign opens, 
I ſhall take leave with a . s brevity. 


. 8 Mrs. Obrian, * is as good a 
general in the field as myſelf, with her own 
ſex will thus co-operate a junction of main 
forces, when, we truſt, we ſhall be able to 
keep up a good campalgh on both ſides : 
ſome of the enemy's van is already routed. 
My wife aſſures me that ſhe bas already 
detected a plot which is to be played 1 at 
Mrs. een, 8 e 5 


. ETTER XIII. 


| Tal RAYMOND to Lady BaowriELD. 


Bur ORE I wks upon me to recite the 
event of laſt night, 1 muſt tell you what 
paſſed at Brook Street, this morning, at 
breakfaſt. — There are moments, Lady 
Bromfield, ſo exquiſite to the ſenſes in all 
their ſeparate tranſactions, that mental abi- 
lity has no power to deſcribe the vaſtneſs 
„ | — of | 


Py {0' | 


fs TE. 
of happineſs which they convey : it ĩs to cha | 


heart of ſympathy alone, to the heart edu- 
cated in the keen ſenſibility of delight, I 


muſt fubmit the fupreme happineſs which 
I this morning experienced. To you, then, 
my ſenſible friend, in all the gratification 


of human endearment, I feel rejoiced to 
convey the kind and tender behaviour of 
all I live and breathe for in this world. 


Happy man! exclaimed Lord Raymond, 
with his arm encircling my waiſt, ſeated by 
the tide. of each other,. over our morning 
tea, what is there in life in which our ſex 
would wiſh to be gratified in more tranſcen- 


dent than ſuch bleſſings as theſe ? — Un- 


feigned love, beauty, ſenſe, and ſoftneſs ; 
4 mind tuned to enjoy an affluent fortune, 
to command. the powers of every luxury 
which pomp and ſuperfluity can Javiſh on 


| mortals who have but a few years to exiſt -, 


on the face of this planet. Come, then, 
my kind and tender Lavinia, teach my 


heart the true value of theſe poſſeſſions, 
This ſentence he ſealed with a fervent kiſs 
of righteous condolence—It ſeemed to beg 
forgiveneſs in more moving ſigns of in- 
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treaty than an hoſt of mediation. My 


Heart expanded with a warmth only known 
to thoſe mortals of miſery whoſe powers of 


the ſoul have been long clogged up with 


forrow. —Tears followed tears, bedewing his 


cheeks; while, unable to take his face from 
my boſom, his manlike ſoul ſeemed to ex- 
plate his frailties by the moſt moving 
filence; his eyes, riveted to one object, 
were turned inward to his ſenſes, where my 
conception fancied he was paſſing in review 
the paſt ſcenes of his life, and marſhalmg 
before him what was likely to come from 
the confequence of his former conduct.— A 


deep- drawn ſigh rouſed him from thought; 
when turning towards me, he put a hand- 
| kerchief to my face, wiped away my tears, 
and foothed my foul with the moſt gentle 


epithets. At this interval he catches up 
the newſpaper, and begins the peruſal of it. 
While he was reading the page, the eye 
of a fond and doating wife was glozing 


with pure and ecſtatic rapture on the face | 


of a beloved huſband, when ſuddenly he 


| flung himfelf from me, rang for his ſervant, 
| ordered his chariot, and ſeemed violently 


agitated—N aturally concluding ſome para- 
zraphiſt 


19.4 
graphiſt had again made a malignant attack 
on me, on the ſame ſtrain as before, I 
calmly requeſted of him to explain to me 
the cauſe of his chagrin. 


The paragraph. 

« Beauty is univerſally acknowledged to 
« be a poſitive good; how then is it recon- 
« cilable to common ſenſe, that Lady R 
4 can be poſitively bad - Can goodneſs 
„and badneſs unite in one perſon? This 
« js a ſoleciſm of the moſt extraordinary 
nature; therefore, paradoxical as it may 
appear, the accufation of Lady R— s 
« gilding Lord R—'s pill at the Opera 
0 maſquerade, will, in every point of vo 
e turn out in her favour.” | 


: There muſt farely be in nature an innate 

ſatisfaction to ſeize on the ſubject which is 
calculated to convey the moſt agonizing 
pains to a fellow creature, otherwiſe, how 
to account for this impious pleafure often 
conceived at the tale of cenfure.— 


Lord George ; determined to bring the 
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printer to puniſhment, and to find out the 
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L ETTE R XIV, 
Lady RAYMOND to Lady BRoMFIELD. 
* N ow {tt down with a complication of 


uneaſy feels, pain, indignation, and pity, 
to relate the fcene which paſſed at Mrs. 
Haggerſton's. As ſoon as we entered the 
drawing room, a general ſilence took place. 
Approaching to the lady of the houſe to 
make the uſual ſalutation, on entering the 
circle, the firſt glance of my eye caught 
the dragon looks of the Dutcheſs of Mont- 


fort, who, ſtanding next to Mrs. Hagger- 
ſtone, received my ſecond congee, which 
was returned mutilated, and with a deter- 
mined air of mortification ; this I ſeemed 


totally to difregard, and immediately ap- 


proached her with the uſual air of freedom 
that an intimate acquaintance permitted. 


The company now particularly directed all 
their curioſity to our part ef the room, all 


their eyes Ro on me, — Good brooding 
_{fhould 


FF & } 
ſhould be ſhewn to the moſt culpable of 
the ſex, but they ſeemed at this moment 
to forget there ever had been ſuch a law in- 
ſtituted in a poliſhed fociety. I now di- 
rected myſelf to her Grace.— I ſhall not tire 
you with a prelude to our converſation 
| which brought me to the ſuhject, but my 
communicate the ſubſtance. 
| Vo "on 4oubtleſ $ ſeen the abuſive. re- 
ports circulated at my expence in the papers: 
though fuch licenſes are often uſed without 
any manner of notice being taken by the 
party attacked, it is ſtill my opinion, the per- 
ſon is reprehenſible in the eye of ſociety, who * 
ſuffers the preſs to uſe this kind of freedom 
In a free ſtate, there may be oftentimes many 
wiſe reaſons for noticing the conduct of the 
public characters, but it muſt ever refle& 
the greateſt diſgrace on the Legiflature to 
ſuffer the moſt diſtant, oblique report to biſ- 
| Patter a private one; and ſo it does, in 
fome inſtances, you will ſay, when the 
wording can bealledged as libellous; but 
how many efficacious reports can be ſpread, 
when neither name nor a direct perſonal 
| deſcription are introduced; and yet the moſt 
2 innocent 


[L 62 J 
innocent characters are wantonly and un- 
charitably traduced by them. Your Grace 
muſt conceive that I ftand in this predica- 
ment; but however culpable or innocent 
may be my conduct in the prefent opinion 
of my friends, I ſhall certainly beſtow the 
greateſt pains to detect the public calum- 
niators.— There are, Madam, other tribu- 
nals for female indiſcretion, and till ſuch 
time as they are eſtabliſhed, no public pen 
has any right to interfere : but ſhould the 
| character be innocent, what puniſhment can 
= be ſufficient to chaſtiſe villany of this extent? 
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The Dutcheſs coldly replied, . That 
% a character was ſeldom attacked with- 
c out ſome reaſon; and though the pub- 
c lic pen might, in ſome caſes, be con- 
e ſidered as ſevere, it doubtleſs had its 
& uſe in obliging perſons of rank to be 
circumſpect in their conduct, and not to 
c expoſe themſelves to its cenſure: but, 
W © as to any farther comment or diſcourſe 
on the reports which were current againſt | 
c che reputation of Lady Raymond, [here 
5 the neck of her Grace extended itſelf a 
j | full inch more from her merry thought } 
=_ a | ; « he 
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« ſhe muſt beg leave to decline until the 
« ſentiments of the town are tinged with 

% a greater colour of lenity.” An aſpect 
of the moſt repulfive, frigid, uncharitable 
caſt, made my eye dart a fcornful look 
the impulte of natural revenge, extorted by 
her envenomed reception and anſwer; I 
nevertheleſs aſſured her that a time 
would diſcomfit my enemies; and far from 
being more wounded by their perfidy than 
nature and conſcience might juſtify, I at 
once deſpiſed, and even defied their ma- 
lice. At this moment I left her to join Mrs. 
Obrian, who was then approaching towards 
me. I ſeemed rather ſurpriſed the Colonel 
had not attended her as he uſually does when 
they make their appearance in public, and 
as Lord George had alſo enquired rather 
preſſingly for him, 1 had my apprehenſions 
that there was ſome plan in agitation. 


While we were in converſation, Lady 
Laſcelles, ſo celebrated for her lenity, 
wit, and freedom of manners, entered 
the room, and moved forward to Mrs. Hag- 
gerſton. This woman, on whom the ſuſ- 
picion of every body falls, I have often 

| — .......- q 


E 
heard you ſay, has the ſingular good for- 
tune to ſhame even cenſure itſelf, by her 
effrontery and extraordinary. addreſs, in 
paſling over the punctillios uſually attached 
to irreproachable characters. — The world, 
public, private aſſemblies, at Court, where 
thoſe characters are uſually received with 
much caution, and always with as. little 
condeſcenſion of favour as poſlible, Lady 
Laſcelles is received with courteſy : in all 


places ſhe moves forward to every one with: 


a confidence of giving pleafure, and with. 
no apprehenſion whatever of meeting re- 

pulſe from the continual, endlefs ſcraps of 
cenfure circulated againſt her. There muſt 
ſurely be in nature a wonderful faſcination 
that inelines the generality of the world to 
favour ſome perſons more thary others, to- 
balance prejudice ſo. very partially againſt 

that f; pecies of treſpaſs which they are ſen- 
ſible is inwardly condemned by their con- 
ſcience: but this I ſuppoſe to be one leading 
oh: feature of the world; ſo, I preſume, we muſt 
c accede to its arbitrary will in theſe matters. 


5 Having my eye fixed on Lady Laſcelles, 
K obſerved her manner and her looks tra- 
verſing 


"LF 
yerfing all over the room till ſettled on me. 
Conceiving I had been the fubject of their 
diſcourſe, I was not difappointed, for pre- 
ſently ſhe walks up to me, and ſeizing me 
by the hand, begged a few words in private: 
determined to gratify her requeſt, in hopes, 
myſelf of learning ſome improbable report 
in addition to the public talk, when ſhe 
thus began: — “ Dear heart! my dear 
Lady Raymond, I never was more ſur- 
“ priſed in my life when I heard your name 
c attached to the # * * * *; but why 
« ſurpriſed do I fay >— experience ſhould 
« teach me not to be ſurpriſed at any thing 
_ « —butyou always ſeemed ſo ſtill indeed 
« you did — Ah, you ſtill creatures do 
< things better than we hoity-toity ones 
„But, confeſs now, is not your little heart 
n good deal flattered with the mighty 
fuſs every body is making about you? 
* as if there was no other conſtellation in 
e the heavens for the contemplation of 
men aſtronomers. 1 vow there is a pro- 
« digious ſatisfaction in being conſidered 
as the greateſt luminary in the firma - 
ment. have wiſhed, of all things, to 
8 comes myſelf to a comet, to have the 

Ay ; e ſupreme 
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„ ſupreme ſatisfaction, when J revolve in 
& this region of buſy importance, to draw 
« after me ſuch a blaze as would repel 
« every ſaucy invective that might ob- 
« ſtruct me in my career. — O, I love 
&« of all things to make a blaze! Delight- 
4 ful, to ſet the hearts of the men on fire, 
<< and to be followed by thoſe ſweet, 
% charming, ſaucy, impertinent jackan- 
4 apes. — But how can you make them 
s talk but by repeated anecdotes like the 
Doctor's pills, ſurrounded with a little 
< ſpice ?—A ſugar- plumb for the dearys— 
% They muſt have fome ſuch bait to at- 
. tract them, you know. — Now, of all 
* the baits that ever was invented, yours 
4 is juſt the thing And the paragraph 
„ Oh—oh—oh—oh—oh—oh,—{So loud, 
we were certainly overheard by all the 
company ]—© And the paragraphs, why 
« they were of your putting in now they 
© were. I know they were only oblique 
4 kind of ſavory puffs to make yourſelf 
“ popular for the day, and make the men 
ce ten times more your humble ſervants.— 
«© Suppoſe a paragraph in the papers was 
eto run thus; as you know it ſometimes 
"Fa & does 
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TS] 
goes when the name of a certain Dutcheſs 

« js mentioned: The all-accompliſhed, 
« all-beautiful, all-deſirable Lady Ray- 
„mond, we hear, is agreeably ſettled: for 
life, and ſo vaſtly fond of the change, 
that ſhe is now playing with her good- 
„ natured honey and ſpouſy, at the flat 
duties of wedlock over their inſipid fire- 
« fide in Brook Street.” But, my dear, 
« you know your puffs can be only ſhort 
« lived — only the chat of the day —you 
© have done very well to keep it up in 
another paper—you muſt ſtill proceed, 
* otherwiſe your name will not be eſta- 
&« bliſhed — You can't think how vaſtly 
« delighted I was when 1" aw the cut after | 
© cut — done vaſtly well indeed! Vour 
* acquaintance are all ſure to divine the 
cc parties —1 like it of all things; and, I 
te aſfure you, it has done execution already 
« —Mr. Morpet called of me this morn- 
«© ing — Have you ſeen any thing of him 
lately? — Vaſtly cruel indeed your be- 
* haviour was to him before you gave 
« your preference to Lord George. —It 
title you choſe before the ſimple Mr., 
25 then, my dear, you was * to blame 


* —You | 


p £6 7 
*© — Yon know Lord Balſam, his father, 
* has been dying of gout, and every other 
* diforderin the univerſe, for ſeveral years 
% at Bath; the fruit of a gay life; and in 
e theſe cafes, not all the ſkill of phyſic and 
©. ſurgery can ſave him. Title, then, if that 
© was what you want, you might ſoon have 
e had. All your acquaintance know that 
your extreme rigour would have banifhed 
*« poor Mr. Morpet for ever from this coun- 
e try. When he heard of your marriage he 
as inconfolable, and was preparing, but 
c for this report, which he aſſured me this 
* morning was the cauſe of his delay, to ſet 
off on the tour of Europe. Indeed, my 
ec dear Lady Raymond, you muſt not be ſo 
very, very moroſe with the men; their 
hearts are not made to endure the contume- 
« ly of a fine woman's eye; for Heaven's 
WI. << fake let me perſuade him to ſtay in Eng- 
© land, and give N ſome little encou- 
e * 


1 All this with the d f gapid emphak 
Wl * naginable.— Still man 


{66 wel, 1 confeſs La am weeatly ads 
WY... « ed, 


* 
1 


Dal 
« ed, upon my honour— Always thought” 


5 Lady Raymond too fond of ſtill vegetable 
„4 life, than to attempt ſuch a bold flight of 
5 c fancy: hut one thing yet muſt abſolutely 
db done, to fer you off as you ſhould 
ve —poluively yourThall have fucn 4 
I * phacton as mine, and large bay horſes ; 
1 4 it makes che men in Bond Street to ſtare 
x | «© up at us, and puts us ſo much above all 
I he. vulgar. little {uperciliouſneſs—ride high, i 
R « ride high, Lady Raymond, and you 
. % may drive where you pleaſe, and over 
Y « all the town talk of defamation, ſtuff,, = 
* i © cid nonſenſe; —flander is the preroge- 
« tive of every fine woman begin it vour- 
4 <c ſelf; it adds to your beauty and conſe- 
* « quence, and the men love us the better 
* c forit; and what is life without love, you” 
* * know ?”— Thus ſhe was running on with 


loud burſts of laughter at interval s, to 


attract the notice of the r room. A 2. 
"Being ſeated TY a lady * this ſuf picious | 
complexion, . might poſſibly confirm my 
enemies in their notions ; but, ſecured in 

my conſcious innocence, 1 thought it might 


ns be as well to fit down with her, as 
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to expoſe weed to an unpleaſant beha- 
viour from any other of the company, which 
might induce me to exert a ſpirit exceed - 
ing the prudential rules of caution. 


There is ſomething in the manner of in- 
troducing the name of Mr. Morpet which 
gives me a pang; of uneaſineſs. You are 
well informed of the many attempts which 
he made to gain my favour. Many you 
yourſelf were privy to, and were alſo the 
principal agent to convey my point blank re- 
fuſal of him. Licentious, daring, unprinci- 
pled, profuſe in all his purſuits, many times 
I have had my ſecret fears that his diſap- 
pointment would be followed wich ſome 


indiſcretion on his ſide: what that indiſcre- 


tion might be, muſt exceed my conjecture; 
yet to juſtify my fears, be it remarked, that 
he ever ſhewed the moſt ardent attachment. 
The diſappointment of men is often follow - 


ed with revenge. I have a feeling at my 
heart, prophetic of ſome event chat . 


en ppineſs from that e. 


Tbe e withe Taider Tabel 


was s kapplly inapend by the entrance of 
more 


1 


more company, whom, without any apo- 
logy to me, ſhe roſe to meet: but what was. 
my alarm! when, recent as was the name 


of Morpet—the very man made one of the 


groupe! Apprehenſive J might undergo 
a renewal of converſation from Lady Laſ- 
celles, and, in this caſe, not unlikely be ex- 


poſed to Mr. Morpet, I ſtole away to a 


ſide of the room where I ſaw an empty 
chair, and leaving Lord George and Mrs. 
O brian in converſation with a third per- 

ſon, I was retiring with my mind not a lit- 

tle occupied with the whimſical character I: 
had juſt parted with, to take poſſeſſion of it, 

and to indulge a little in reflection. I had 

not long been ſeated, before I was S N | 
by the Lady of Sir Thomas Clavering. 


Before I take upon me to dictate on the 
heads of her converſation, which will not 
ſurprize you a little, let me firſt give you 
my ſentiments on this lady; and I beſeech 
you, before you run into the converſation 


* 


hich paſſed between us, do me the favour” 


to compare theſe ſentiments with your own, 
as to the impreſſions which her acquain- 
tance had made upon . In the firſt 

place, 
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"PO Talways believed her extremely fen- 
Able, accompliſhed, and much of the re- 
ſerve in her public carriage, and what 
altogether might unite to give her the name 

of a fair and pleaſing character; but above 
all, the charity of her conduct I looked 
upon as inviolate: the vapidity and effemi- 
nate turn of Sir Thomas I always thought 
little adapted to pleaſe a woman of her 
ſpirit, and with manners formed for the 
delight of ſociety; and with theſe reflec- 
tions I always conceived not a little ſurprize 
that ſhe conſented to the union. Money 
and title T thought might prevail ; — 
ſomething doubtleſs had governed her re- 
ſolutions; but whether her inclinations went 
with i it, that the Is] maſt unravel. 


Sbe began — * Lady Raymond, how 
charming this meeting ! I have a matter 


4 of the greateſt 1 importance to communi» 
4 cate to you; it was my intention to have 
& wanted upon you, but meeting you here is 
c very & propos indeed. The affair at the 
et maſquerade runs very high againſt you: I 
. have taken upon me to defend your 
WI — wherever I hear your name 


& mentioned, 


a. cond bz 


8 4 


C 73 1 

e mentioned, and, believe me, it is in my 
« power to do it effectually when called 
c upon; but you know very well in theſe 
c matters the more we talk about them, 
the leſs we get for our pains, for thoſe 
< we with to convince will not e 
FE; 3 with the old Italian er 
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Hew It took occaſion to enquire of Lady 
Clavering the authority ſhe might have for 
contradicting the current reports, maliciouſ- 
ly circulated at my expence ; preſuming, 
at the ſame time, ſhe - mult. have ſome 
knowledge of the perſon or perſons who 
were the propagators of them; this ſhe 
immediately negatived with ſome vehe- 
mence, yet at the ſame time aſſured me 
chat ſhe was perfectly convinced of my in- 
nocence on that night. To this aſſertion I 
naturally expreſſed my ſurprize, and begged 
ſhe would acquaint me with the particu- 
lars—<-Oh,” - fays ſhe, „you will now _ 
think me dyfand hubby if I relate to 
you what I know about it; but mind, 1 | 

H anſwer not for i it on any other occaſion, 

Vor. I, „ and 


cer 
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a ve 
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ce * therefore in this I think you "I 
4 ſufficient matter to anſwer your end. 
« Recolle&, then, a maſk of a nun in 

« your ſet; under that maſk was Lady 

« Clayering concealed ; I noted your de- 
66 parture, followed you to the door, ſpoke 
_ © to a chairman in the lobby, put a crown 
into his hand, with orders to follow your 

60 carriage and bring me an account Where 
ce it landed you. All was ſecure in Lady 

«© Raymond's favour that night. You ſlept 
in Portman Square, and Lord Raymond 
did not return till fix in the morning; 
this is true, is it not? After this recital, 
4“ you will think mea paltry kind of a cu- 
4 rious thing; — but is it not extremely 
« natural? Curioſity, you know, is the 

& very ſoul of our ſex; and if you will 

« forgive me for what I have done, I will 

60 give you leave to make uſe of my name 
cc in any manner that will ane” your 
0 ä | 
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N affared her ſhe was forgiven, and that 
A hoped all my actions in life would admit 


of ſuch N 


— 4 . 

P 
i * 
LY 


e 
Not ſo very ſecure, neither, Lady 


l. © Raymond, as you may ſuppoſe; though 
n BS <© in this inſtance you are clear, believe 
y | me you are not ſo in one or more inſtan- 
e- « ces which 1 can mention. 


„Here I took alarm, and with ſome 
ur I warmth I begged ſhe would mention them; 
re but ſhe waved an anſwer, and thus con- 


tinued : — Know, then, I have long 
<« wiſhed to make myſelf fully acquainted 


pt 

1 | ec with the diſpoſition and fancies of the 
85 perſons whom I viſit; it is a particular 
al, Bl © guſto which I have. You have hitherto 
. baden for a ſpotlels charter, as che 
«ly Wl % world is pleaſed to call thoſe ladies who 


are renowned for infi pid ſouls :? [here I 
will BY aft a look of ſurprize at her] but the 
im © maſk is thrown off; you will not keep 
ame © your fituation much longer, I aſſure you, 
7our “ unleſs, you manage your moments of 
% rendreſſe with more caution. I ſhall for- 


* get my Italian if I do not i in this 
< inſtance, 


. Peccito celo, mez2o perdonito.” | 


« bur be perſuaded l know the tender n man, 
5 E 2 . 
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* 21 Lord George's tender Lady too.“ 
By what impulſe I cannot ſay, but her 
converſation ſeemed to have the united 
powers of the ſerpent, which carries both 
ſting and faſcination along with it. She 
continued thus; — 7 


3-44 


I have now one favour to aſk of you; 


ec ye have known each other in habits of 


« greateſt intimacy — I will tell you why 
4 you muſt grant it me—you want a friend; 


« I am as much diſtreſſed as yourſelf; it 


& js for want of a mutual intercouſe, on 
< which great dependance can be relied, 


«© which is the caufe of the ruin of the ſex. 


cc Virtue is diſcretion, you know.“ Here 
1 began to form a fmall anticipation of 
things; and deſirous of knowing the full 
bent of her deſigns, I found my curioſity as 


much concerned, perhaps, as was her cu- 
rioſity when ſhe had entertained doubts of 


my innocence. — & Therefore,” ſays: "the, 
& no woman ſhould- ever riſk her fame, 
cc unleſs the character of another woman 
<« of equal conſequence is involyed alſo 
c with her whom ſhe has expoſed; I, 


70 therefore am ſ olicitous of uniting my for- 
tune, 


EN 1 
* tune, or call it what you wile with 
os n Js | 


It was now very obvious, by this laſt 
fentence, that if in reality ſhe had believed 
any reports againſt my character, or even 
had heard any, excepting the; affair at the 
maſquerade, ſhe would not be very de- 
firous of uniting; her reputation with a wo- 
man whoſe reputation had been tainted. Þ 
therefore either concluded ſhe had been 
only ſounding of me, or elſe had ſome other 
matter in view which ſhe had not come 
to a ben wad But the come 


n 8838 cc ccc 


— 


Vou W Lady Renens, W a 
MY ; huſband i is inconftant, the law of nature 
* will prompt the: ſex to retaliation : you 
6 are alfo well convinced, if, before ma- 
* trimony; the other ſex have been experi- 
“ enced in promiſcuous gallantry, how* 
very rare it is they prove conſtant after- 


an * wards; charmed with every new face to 
ite * their fancy, and where there is the leaſt” 
I, 4 proſpect of ſucceſs, like the changing, 


* varying butterfly, from flower to ws, | 
„ away they flyto enjoyment. > 
E 3 ? Cc Gal. 
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c parable affociates, now divide the time 


« of a modern huſband in high life—Ah |! 
is it not too fatally verified in Lord 


George? and is it not too fatally proved 


4 in Sir Thomas Clavering? Where then 
are the dull, unintereſting moments of 


their wives to be centered? What ! at 


« an opera, that ſatiety has rendered fat, 
<< * muſic, maſquerades, public diverſions of 
all kinds; theſe kind of meetings too, is 
ts; it here we find tranſport !—No, Lady 
Raymond, with a tear in my eye, I conjure. 
4 you to be my friend! Are we not both 


_« inſulted, torn from the tender, natural 


tc ties of the ſex ? Where is that rapture 
% ve were made to profeſs? Are our feel- 


4 ings too blunt, our tempers too cold and 
e phlegmatic, that we cannot be awakened 
4 to the ſupreme ecſtaſies of love, the de- 
4 lights of life; without which; all enjoy- 


cs. ment is barren and unimportant. Vou 
« want a friend. Perhaps you have one; 
« but why perhaps, when I have ſaid 1 
c know that friend ? Aſk me the queſtion. 


2 Read my anſwer in my tears. Read my 


heart.—O, Lady Raymond, ſhall I open 


my 


* 
— 5 s, 
%S 
. : ha 


E797 


40 my ſoul to you. Believe me then, it 18 
« utterly out of my power ever to receive 
6 happineſs from my huſband : and ſhall I 
« not receive it from another then? Yes, 
„ my heart avows it. I will ſeek that 
« friend. My courage and honeſty do now” 
«« embolden me to tell you, that ] have 
« found a man to my heart; but O, Lady 
« Raymond, my happineſs will never be 
complete, unleſs a friend of my own ſex 
« can alſo participate in the gratification. 
« I muſt impart my happineſs to a friend; 
« Jet me then ſeek your breaſt as a 13 55 | 
e tuary ; and the moſt ſolemn requital of | 
c« confidence and fi incerity ſhall be, re- 
6 turned on uy hide.” F 
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: 
: 
- 
2 
: 


* ES: 


I will not t relate any more ol the conver- 
fation which paſſed between us : you muſt 
now be ſufficiently ſatisfied of the character | 
of Lady Clavering. Vet I am almoſt, in- 
conſolable to think ſhe has been temptedd 
to make this diſcovery to me, by ſome infi- 
dious intelligence to my prejudice, which 
has cony eyed the moſt indubitable proof of 
my guilt. The cares and troubles of life, 
L now find, are not inſeparable from an ele 

| E 4+ 5 vated 


Ce] 
vated ſituation; yet juſt beginning to dawn, 
1 had conceived it were poſſible to paſs 
through it without the evil which had often 
times been painted to my childhood, and 
which I had conſidered only as the oe 
of age and ſower n 


There is a myſtery i in the converſation of 
| Lady Clavering which time muſt clear up— 
but part will be unfolded ere I put down 
my pen: that part which reſpects the repu- 
tation of her much-defired friend you will 
ſoon be ſatisfied about - but Colonel Obrian 
entered the room, and interru pted a farther 
parley with my very communicative friend. 
He had been diſpatched by Lord George 
to find the chairman who had carried the 
paragraph for inſertion: his perſon having 
been deſcribed with many peculiarities, it 
was not very difficult to find him, by the 
ſame deſcription to his' brethren in the 
neighbourhood of St. James s. 


The man was now waiting in the hall— 

Lord George and Obrian immediately pro- 
duced the paragraph in manuſcript, which, 
on compariſon with the card of compli- 
| ment to Mrs. ne, were not {oy | 


P = ow OW 


pli- 


„ 
ſimilar: but on contemplating the ſtructure 
of the letters, there remained no doubt but 
what it was a woman's hand diſguifed, yet 


in ſome reſpects approaching to the hand 


writing of Miſs Primmer; who was now 
in the cirele tittering with an overflowing 

ſhare of ſpirits, and at the elbow of the 
Dutcheſs of Montfort. We had now de- 
viſed our plan. The chairman, interro- 
cated, ſaid, he could ſwear to the lady, not- 
withſtanding the alteration of dreſs, and 
with a much more liberaFbribe than we con- 
udeg he had received from his employer, 
and with aſſurances of receiving a farther re- 
ward, he declared he could oppoſe his front 
to we mane 121 wig determined denial, 


The plah thus N up, it was now 


the buſineſ⸗ s of Lord George to demand 
of Miſs Primmer the reaſon for ſuch an 


aſperſion in the public papers,. and alſo- 


to inſiſt on a proper atonement, Conſci- 


ence ſeized the young lady, and a. nervous; 
tremor almoſt ſunk her to the ground. She 


had no words to anſwer, and was on the: | 


point of making a confeſſion, when. the: 


and. Dutcheſs of Montfort interfered: im part: : 
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| overheating; che diſcourſe, and addreſſed 


herſelf: thus to Lord George; poſſibly in 
hopes that her conſequence might over- 
awe him, and impelled alſo by ſome reaſon, 


not eaſily to account for, to efpoule the 


cauſe of the amiable Miſs Primmer ;—— 
1 My Lord, ſays ſhe, whatever may have 5 
been the conduct of this Lady, it isdoubt- 


e leſs inconſiſtent, with propriety, to vio- 
- <<. late the good order of this ſociety by any 


< unpleaſant demur. Whatever Miſs 
* Primmer may have teanſwer for, ſhould 
<«<..be interrogated in a place leſs, ſag 
10 decency and good manners, tha 
* public meeting at a Lady's houſe.” 


Madam, anſwered he, the affront was 
public—the atonement ſhall be public alſo. 


It is not to you I make any the leaſt appeal 


for the propriety of my behaviour; I have 


a. heart, Madam, that governs me in the 
taſk which I have taken upon me to per- 

form; and your Grace may aſſume your 
friendſhip for Miſs Primmer, by the ſame 
reaſon you have urged, i in any other place 


than the one we are now in. | 16 


| men, do you know. nd f 
5 wWrit- 


E® Nd 
R W 


1 23 1 


of a baſe aſperſion on Lady Raymond's 
character. —Theſe words were {ſpoken loud 
enough to attract the notice of all the room. 
Recovering ſome fortitude from the ſanc- 
tion of her Grace, ſhe had effrontery to ſay, 
that he had taken advantage of her ſingle 
ſtate, and unaccompanied appearance in life, 
to conceal the character of Lady Raymond 
under the aſſertion of her being the author 
of the paragraph; and loudly declẽ ing, 
that his intention was te make her a ſacri- 
fice to my imprudenee. Then throwing 
herſelf into heroic paroxyſms of affected 
W wrath, ſhe had the audacity to challenge the 
aſſiſtance of any gentleman» in the room to 
ſtep between. her and the rude attack of 
Lord George. The gentlemen alt imme- 
diately roſe. Morpet the. firſt to begin the 
clatter. Lord George foreſeeing the approach 
of diſorder, and willing to carry the juſtifi- 
cation through with ſpirit now he had ING 
it, firſt directed bim to che r 


ace 2 The- ones: of: a wife- 15. „ 5 
WJ © obſerved, and, if injured, the duty, of 
4 Haha to defend. it; if f publ cly- tra- 
BEES E 6 . 


writing 2 charge you with the contrivance aj 


£00 43 
dtuced, publicly juſtified, and ſhould be 
| publicly: puniſhed. The peculiar predi- 
. bcament Lady Raymond now ſtands in is 
not unknown to this company, and the 
pleaſure and chearfulneſs of which I am re- 
luctant to break in upon; but truſting to 
that honour, ſo ready to ſtep forward to do 
juſtice to the violated happineſs of huſband 
and wife, I ſubmit the propriety of my con- 
duct. I accuſe this Lady of being the per- 

| 8 the abuſe levelled at Lady Ray- 
ad in the paper. Here the Dutchefs of 

ä ner raiſed her voice, to command the 
attention of the room, and thus replied : — 
H Lord Raymond has proof, the accuſa- 
fation ſhould be brought into a court of 
kw; and not into a ſociety of friends, 
which muſt be always thought an intruſion. 
She farther added, that the abuſe could not 
be conſidered as perſonal; and though 
ſome peculiarities might point out charac- 
ters, ſhe, for her part, concluded, that there 
might be other perſons who were equally as 
much authoriſed to take the cenſure upon 
tliem, as Lady Raymond might be.— Lord 
Seorge argued, that the application was 


received by all the \ com py ro and 
he 
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that was laid to her charge. 


2 3 


| he therefore inſiſted on expoſing the falſi — 


the report, and fixing the ſtigma on the real 


offender: then turning to Colonel Obrian, 


he deſired him to introduce the chairman, 
who carried the dae to he e b 


Mi Prinimer now, Sts à horrid rl 4 
ſcreamed out, that Lord George had malt 
cioufly contrived a plot to ſhield Lady 
Raymond's character under the imputation 
That he had 
procured an Iriſh; chairman to fwear to any 
aſſertion, and that ſhe conſidered herſelf as 


a ſacrifice to the violence of Lord George, 
and to my inſidious artifice. Here ſhe 


threw herſelf. back on the chair, called for 


a ſmelling bottle, and, as the chairman en- 
tered, appeared to be in a violent fit: in this 


ſituation the Dutcheſs of Montfort called out 
for the ſpirit of the company to interpoſe; 
The general cry was, that Lord George 4 
ſhould leave the room. 


ing ground, was more loudly pointed at 


bim; when, moving forward, he put his 
hand on his ſword, aſſerting, that he was 
e to _— * on conduct and Lady 


— 


TIP: 


A voice indiſ- 
tinctly muttered an apology ; which gain: 


Ma dl 


_— 2 
2 7 
86 f 
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Raymond's honour againſt any man whe: 
4129 GRIER enn Nite 1 
adam, fays he to olds Dutcheſs of 
Montfort, this company is the only proper 
tribunal for the juſtification of Lady Ray- 
mond's honour.” It has thought proper to 
mention her name, and to be amuſed with 
at her expence of a tender and 
arming kind. The public at large are 
not acquainted with the parties, and I again 
repeat, that as this company can be only 
competent to fix the ſtigma of alluſion 
penned in the morning prints, I now inſiſt 
on doing Lady Raymond juſtice; there- 
fore, chairman, ſtep forward, look at this 
Lady, and if any gentleman thinks proper 
to interpoſe, I am now on my defence. 
The chairman came forward—Miſs Prim- 
mer {till in her ſwoon— No gentleman in- 
terpoſed. The man declared ſhe was the 
perſon who put the note into his hand for 


the * 7 
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2; Now, being no N able to o reſſt this 


n , from the rel: oe behaviour of Lord 
. * 


ww 


- Kind of conviction, and finding no one was 
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TH 


George, to eſpouſe her cauſe, ſhe tevized 


from her pretended ſwoon ; and, with 


looks which evinced the moſt fervid ap- 
pearance of wrath, which could not -endure 


to be ſuppreſſed, and her vanity: hurt by 
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cc 


this open detection, thus replied : nf 


what you alledge be true, and it was 


my inclination to amuſe my acquaint- 
ance with a report circulated againſt 


Lacy Raymond's conduct, I think her 


extraordinary «diſa; ppearance from the 
maſquerade, and the ſuſpi picious circum- 


ſtances attending it, might carry ſome 


appearance of authority. for the cenſure 
6 you charge me with : therefore, my 
Lord, you may confront me in what 


ſhape you pleaſe, and take upon you the 
unpardonable rudeneſs of breaking up 


the pleaſure of this company, by intrud- 


ing this vile fellow before me into it, but 


till ſuch times you can ſatisfy the minds 
cc 


of your acquaintance on the conduct of 


Lady Raymond with reſpect to the 2 
maſque of the Quack Doctor, every m © WIS 2 


ſure you are pleaſed to adopt can have 


but little avail in her favour, either by 
ae me as Wr of, dhe Paragraph, eo 


*5 or 
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. or by interrupting ths ene of this 
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4 lere Lord Gragy 7 1 3 

{elf to have been the maſque in queſtion; 

and I. advancing to. Lady Clavering, Who 

was almoſt ready to fink: at my feet, in- 
fiſted on her Ladyſhip's declaring aloud, 
that ſhe had proof of my. carriage Ding 3 
me down in Portman Square unac 2 
nied, and that ſhe could alſo give the + 3 
convincing proof that no one ever entered i 
* houſe 05 Lord Sean that e 
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wy related the circumſtances attending the 3 
methods by which her Ladyſhip acquired A 
her knowledge, to her very great diſcom- i 
fiture, as you may naturally conglude ; but ; 
which, through fears, perhaps, of my rea- 
dineſs, in caſe ſhe retracted her confeſſion, 
of divulging the imprudent hints ſhe had Wi 
given me of her own incontinency, ſhe ſuf. Wi 
WE fered to be related with the greateſt emo- 3 
155 8 tion and moſt convicting filence. 5 


1 5 
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After this complete tüutupfl 6 over our 
enemies, Lord George immediately rung 
ons ordered his carriage, and left the 


gueſts 
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gueſts at Mrs; „ s route to m 


over and comment upon the rather ſingu- 


lar, yet ſpirited, meaſures we had taken to 


remove ſome of the opprobrium that was 


circulated againſt me. What effects our 
proceedings will have, I am at a loſs to ſay; 
but whether favourable or unfayvourable, 1 
feel freſh ſpirits to encounter defamation. 
and the many falſities which the ſituation 
of every individual, great or fmall, muſt be 
expoſed to in their progreſs through life. 
Lord George is now the tender and repent- 
ing ſinner, and J am all diſpoſed to n 
his 3 be ye well aflured. - 


As you have ſo ooh e 9 600 
whatever intereſts my happineſs” has no 
ſmall power to affect your own, ſo I truſt 


£4 you will alſo believe I have been bountiful 


in my charity in beſtowing upon yau f 2 
much wenne conſolation. 


LETTER 


. 
* wv .a 1 2 2 9 P abt ac 
e 3 
—— — — "+ -- <.-w_S> ,, * * 4 *** nt 1 c 


1 8 1 
f * * T EAR * 0 


— 


| Mes Onntan to Lady BaorieLD. 


I Remuings riches: Haggerfton' FP 


our friends departed. Miſs Primmer is 


_ ſupported. Lady Raymond condemned. 


The Dutcheſs was the oracle. Wit, II- 
nature, ridicule, and meanneſs, were the 
eonſequence of the manlike conduct of 


Lord George. I am at a loſs to adviſe; 


whether to proceed, or to be ſilent; whe- 


ther it will not be better to treat the foes of 
Lady Raymond with filent ſcorn, than to 


oppole their malice with generous and open 


defiance. Perhaps there are more of the 
wicked than the good which form the cir- 
cle of our on acquaintance. To the for- 


mer all open warfare will add to their love 
of diſorder; the latter will reſt ſatisfied 
with favourable conſtructions, and endea- 


vour to reconcile opinions of their wiſhes. 


T think Lord George ſhould now dp all 


farther purſuits after the merits of his cauſe. 


2 heſe events will — their day. Freſh 


+, matter 


'f . . 


matter will feed the 3 of — 


public; and, if more oſtenſible and conſe- 
quential in its nature, then the affair of 
Lady Raymond will be thought frivolous 
and unworthy of a comment. | 


1 


C 


There is a e malice in the 
Dutcheſs of Montfort. She is ſedulous in 
receiving the enemies of Lady Raymond, 
and I am perſuaded has ſome view in her 
arguments to her prejudice. The charac- 
ter of her Grace is contradiftory and ridi- 
culous at all events. She arraigns the con- 
duct of Lad y Raymond with af] perity, in 
the face of the moſt unequivocal proofs of 
her innocence, and at the ſame time ſhews 
all manner of courteſy and friendſhip , to 
the- ſo-much- doubted. Pure. Had. Laf- 
celles. ? 3 

"If F am not miſtaken i in Aber Grace” s cha- 
rater, ſhe i is a woman of more deſi ign than 
caprice, and would never give herſelf trou- 
ble to interfere, unleſs ſhe had ſome ae to 


{cure „ and ſome end to pecpmpliſh. 
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Zord Bao OMFIELD: 70 Colonel OkRIAN. 


In HAVE this pole received a line 510 
Raymond. It has alarmed me. You muff 


not fail to give me perfect intelligence of 


the people about him. He is now ap- 
proaching che precipice with accelerated 
ſteps. . Fe vis. ke. Ee" be ſhed to 


a * 9 x4 » 8 2 4 
& » 2 1 
93 +4. % 


Fite Wbt pod, are d on 


the eſtate of my niece, Lady Raymond. 
The fortune which my late brother 


Moyſton made me executor, in behalf of 
his daughter, which amounted to ninety 
thouſand” pounds in the funds, and an 
eſtate of a clear twelve hundred pounds an- 
nually—Handſome dowet for an heireſs— 
You know Lord Raymond is dependant on 


the Duke of Clarencour, his father, and 


much ready money could not be expected 
I on 


| 12 9 7. 
on bby marriage, eſpecially as the match 
was not altogether one of his choice. This 
may be thought ſome excuſe for expence; 
but this rapid diminution af fo large a ſum 
of ready money is almoſt unprecedented in 
the annals of modern diſſipation : and we 
old muſty Barons, reſiding in our caſtel- 
lated ſtrong holds, accuſtomed only to the 
annual feſtival of a few hundreds, given to 
our hinds and vaſſals to wipe the ſweat of 
induſtry from their brows, are naturally 
{ſtrangers to a circle of diſſipati an which can 
| riot away ſo many thouſands. Perhaps, as 
having heard it to be the caſe, an hundred 
thouſand pounds can be dieed and diſhed 
away at a midnight ſetting in one of your - 
faſhionable alehouſes in the gaudy capital 
you reſide in, and the party perfectly ſe- 
rene under the heavy loſs, as all brave 
minds of gallantry ſhould be. I, for 
my part, have no ſuch nerves; and be per- 
ſuaded, though the diſtreſs of Lord George 
is not my own, I almoſt feel as powerfully 
as if it were: therefore, my dear Obrian, 
reſpect my timidity, and, if not too late, 
ſtep between the lion and his wrath Step 
between Lord George and his rage for play 
_ » —Snatch 


| 


3 the . caſtors from * hands 


All may be at this moment irrecoverable, 


| only child l. But where can our hopes be 


i TH E peruſal of your letter has only re- 


ferent machinery, but the tale in its nature 


"T mn T9 


6 the cards i into the fire. 
: All is loſt du a aka intervention, 


Jam anxious for the event on either fide, as 
the happineſs of my niece is too intimately 
connected with our own. We have no 
children, and we have adopted her as an 


placed, if Lord Raymond has no other 
guide than his paſſions and follies? 


I. E T TER XVII. 


Tach BROMFIELD 10 Lady RAYMOND. | 


$ SH & 4-3 45 
E. * 


called to my memory the former ſcenes of 
my life—played off, perhaps; with dit- 


much 


_ _ * 95 9 
much the ſame; and the nauer jnltie : 
concordance with them. - | 


„ — ie from i 
the ordinary method of obtaining a triumph 
over the uſual device of flander. This 

ſpirit a4 been exemplified in a conſpi- 

cuous and in a daring degree of ſelf . juſ- 

tice: but Oh, my deareſt Lavinia, do you 

not ſee the hand of a ſuperior power raiſed 

to puniſh the offender for his crimes? This 

kind of language I am always too cautious 

of propagating to the ear of my young 
friends, till experience has, in ſome degree, | 
awakened their ſenſes to a proper contem- 
plation of it. Liſten, then, to the tongue 

of experience, and combine it, compare it 

with the raſhneſs and follies of Lord Ray- 

mond. Though I deſpiſe ſentiment in the 
trivial affairs of life, I reſpect it in the great 

and leading outlines of it. You muſt then 

hear me moraliſe at this moment. 


I 15 lived to ſee my own follies, and 
the follies of my friends, returned with re- 
doubled velocity. Folly never lives un- 
_ ; and we may not be 

e . S 


— 5 5 
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TT 


Calliciendy curious to ĩnſpect into the ſubtle 


ſprings which have been put in motion, 
when folly or vice has laid a conquering 
hand on our actions, we may, without che 
ophiſtry of a pedant, ſtill perſuade our- 


ſelves that our minds are warped to fome 


untoward bent, and our actions prone to a 
correſponding ple for our future punifh- 
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But my prayers are now, that Lord 


George may have been fufficiently pu- 
— for his follies. . 


* 


| Trouble and anxiety be has had ſuffi- 
cient of; and his ardour and generous ſup- 
Port of your character, at the avowed 
expence of his life, ſhow his ſoul to be as 
great, as his nature is inconſtant. But you 


will ſoon, I have no manner of doubt, 


convince him there is no woman of more 


tranſcendent charms than Lady Ray- 
mond, and of better title to make him as 


fine a conſtellation as the Georgium Sidus, 


or new-diſcovered ſtar of conjugal fidelity. 


J be- 
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I beſeech you, my dear, do not let- all 
this wild conjecture of your indecorum, and 
the many little ſkiffs of ſlander and criti- 

ciſm of your reputation, give you any ſeri- 
ous alarm. Remain conſcious of a vir- 
tuous conduct, unſhaken by the voice of 
detraction. A little patience, and your 
own natural good conduct, will enable you 
to triumph effectually over every tale which 
has been invented and propagated to your 
diſadvantage. 0 


Lady Clavering is no extraordinary cha- 
racter—Lady Laſcelles rather an original. 
1 do not only fear, but dread the conduct 
of the Dutcheſs of Montfort. There is a 
tale to unfold in a little ſpace of time, 
which will enable you to ſcan and to com- 
prehend her motives of eſpouſing the im- 
pious abſurdities of the day againſt a wo- 
man like yourſelf of an unſullied reputa- 
tion. I ſhall not give ſcope to my thoughts 
s all ſuch time as I am more fully convinced 
5, of their juſtneſs. Be prepared to encoun- 
terall the miſchief ſhe can deviſe, and vi- : 
gilant againſt any apparent machinations 
Vox. I. BE. _ ſhe 


* 1 


dhe may attempt to the N of yourſelf 
and Lord oy: 


LETTER XVIII. 


Lady RAYMOND 7% Lady Bnourizun. 


TH Y counſel, like an adminiſtering 
meſſenger of joy from the all-ruling, n 
ful power over mortal happineſs, has pro- 
cured me all I live to feel—all I feared to 
loſe—My- Raymond's heart. Yes, Lady 
Bromfield ; I now live to be aſſured of his 
conſtancy, and his return from error, from 
deluſion, which the gay and wanton ex- 
ample of libidinous affociates had cnticed 
bim to. 


Judge, my friend, my dear and tender 
counſellor, what were my raptures of dc» 


Lieht, when, ente: ring the drawing room 
+ ul 


1 9 J 
juſt before the covers were ſerved for table, 
my Raymond accoſted me in theſe terms: 


* Proud, and naturally haughty in tem- 
© per, I ever held it unmanlike to avow 
« my errors in the preſence of the ſofter 
« ſex, My ſoul is too lofty for that kind 
af contrition which ariſes from my own 

_« miſconduct. on their account; and I 

« ſhould now much rather oppoſe my 
naked boſom to the dagger of puniſh- 
ment, than make a confeſſion which, by: 
« alarming my honour, at the ſame time 
impeaches my courage, had not my 
“ puniſhment been inflicted with far 
cc greater pain than death itſelf. You 
<« have been wronged, Lady Raymond, 
* by a miſguided and intemperate huſ- 
band; receive my conceſſion, and let 

me aſk your forgiveneſs.” 


£6 


I immediately interrupted him by this 
reply ſcarce able to utter a word. My 
* Lord, I tremble at this look of ſtern 
* forrow. You talk of puniſhment re- 
* ceived more ſevere than death. itſelf 5 
and you aſk my forgiveneſs” His eye 

F 2 = 


all this while riveting my ſoul with a 
melting admiration: my blood ſeemed to 
ſtagnate: 1 was ſinking on my chair. He 
approached me, ſqueezing my hand with 
the pureſt and ſincereſt graſp of cordial 
friendſhip.—“ If Lord Raymond has been 


te puniſhed thus ſeverely, are not his griefs, 


© my griefs? his ſufferings, my ſufferings? 
6 Where does he feel pain, and I not ſhare' 
«jt? His ſufferings were his forgive - 
& neſs; and I could never be injured when 
ee the conſequence of injury was returned 


« with ſo much apparent wretchedneſs. “ 


#6 9 


Here he caught me in his arms, aſ- 


ſuring me, that the hand of Providence 
ſeemed to have interpoſed for his and my 
preſervation. He had departed from vir- 
tue. He was recalled to it by an angel, 
whoſe wrongs had rendered him unworthy 
to poſſeſs that angel. 


| Here he preſented me with the locker 
J ordered to be ſet, with the words pA- 


TIENCE and RESIGNATION in his hair. 


It was enchaſed with -diamonds. My ſen- 


fibility was too overpowering at this criſis, 
I was 


4 
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I was certain he muſt now have known 
that I had information of his infidelity, and 
that I ſhould have kept my wrongs with 
privacy, and have'exempted him for ever 
from all manner of reproach. I could not 
ſhed a tear, and I fainted in his arms. He 
found my feelings genuine, and my love 
proved by the moſt powerful ordeal which 
filent forrow and patient reſignation could 
= produce. On coming to myſelf, by his 
8 . affiſtance, I found a tear had ſtolen down 
his cheeks. It was a tear of ineſtimable 
price to the future happineſs of a wife, and 
my ſoul was made ſenſible of its value. 
He believed I had not noticed it; nor 
4 I betray the leaſt marks. 


— 


He now ſaid, it was efſential to his haps 
pineſs that he ſhould make a confeſſion of 
his weakneſs and folly, and inform me by 
what means the locket thus came into my 
hands.—He ſaid, he had entered the Jew- 
- Eller's ſhop who had received the. commiſ- 
fon to ſet my locket, and ſeeing the re- 
markable motto, he was tempted to inquire 
the owner : but the jeweller, who knew. 
his perſon, with great reluctance refuſed to 


%W 
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ſatisfy him, which ſtill added greatly to his 
curioſity: however, by dint of perſuaſion, 
he finally got the ſecret from him, when, 
to his utter confuſion, he learnt my name 
in the preſence of a Lady whom he had 
conducted there to receive a reward for 
the hire of tranſcendant charms. Lady 
K was the famous perſonage. This 
raiſed his ſwelling 3 and 
he openly confeſſed the folly he was led 
into — giving immediate orders for the 
locket to be ornamented with diamonds of 
the firſt water, ſuiting the extraordinary co- 
incidence of circumſtances which attended 

it. He farther added, with more piety 
than I had ever noted in him before, that 
he could not aſcribe ſuch an inſtance of 
Melf-condemnation to chance alone, but to 
a more poſitive power of rebuke, far ex- 
ceeding mortal comprehenſion, but which 
was kr ee in this inſtance. 


5 Oh, there are moments in life, Lady 
Bromfield, to a ſenſible heart, wh ich can 
1 an "ge of n IT 


LET TEA 


— 


: 3 


ce OzRIAN to Lord BROMFIE LD. 


1 HAVE now my fears chat the: mid- 
night revels in St. James's Street, and its 


environs, have intoxicated the foul of 
Lord George beyond all hope of returning, 


ſobriety. I have encountered his temper: 
and he is not only reſolved to attaek the 


united power of ill ſucceſs, but the maſ- 
terly adepts of profeſſed deep players. He 


has confeſſed his faſcination; and having 
plunged by much too far beyond the be- 
coming reſources of his fortune, he ſeems 
determined to run the deſperate chance of 
gifting the remainder of his peace of mind 
to a final coup-de-grace. 0 20775 - 0 bel 


Whatever I have learnt by experience 
among the gay characters of life, I have 


_ hot failed to ſet before him. He is ſenſibles 
of the vice, and perfectly convinced of the 
ry ſtratagems of his more for 
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verſaries. If I am to give my opinion, he 
has no chance whatever of ſtanding out 
the combined attacks of ſo many veterans 
in games of chance, ſkill, and deſign. 
This latter expreſſion may, Frs re- 
quire an explanation. 


I mean by veterans of deſign a ſet of 
men, who are not only ſkilled in the ſcience 
of play, doctrine of chances, nice calcula- 
tion, and rules of the game, but who are 
always laying wait to find their acquaint-, - 
ance off their guard, and in theſe caſes 
ready to take advantage of their defence- 
lefs condition. The roar of good com- 
pany, feats of the bottle, ſanguine ſpirits of 
youth, have conſpired to raiſe their minds 
to any venture of folly. Men by nature 
are fond of enterprize; and the migd be- 
ing heated, will too often ſee through a 
cloud of error or uncertainty. The expe- 
rienced gambler will thus acutely watch the 
turn of mind, fancy, ſoible, forte of the 
innocent quarry, and ſome lure will be 
thrown in its way. A young man is in.: o- 
duced to a club, with a view only to form 
Aa o- of * n play leads to cuſ- 
r tom; 8 


i; 


_ 11 | 
tom; cuſtom to attachment. The hearty 
contracts a propenſity to ſelfiſh motives ; 
ambition of conqueſt, deſire of gain: the 
great incentives to the ruin of large for- 
tunes. But it is not always that the mind 
is attentive to theſe ends. Youth will have 
its interval of thought; But the veteran 
will not depart from his arduous toil, after 
profiting at its ben he is alwars in 
poſſeſſion of himſelf, Md ſeldom liable 
to an attack on the fide of his foible. Un- 
der theſe conſiderations, the principal cauſe 
de ruin of our young men of large for- 
14 is to be confidered. Theſe ate the 
ſentiments I have endeavoured to inculcate 
in Lord George, and which he is perfectly 
competent to judge of, and has had already 
ſufficient experience to avoid; but to a 
ſtrange kind of faſcination muſt be im- 
puted is preſent career; when; with the 
| danger 1 in his eye, he ruſhes on to . 
tion: 910 +2) 


— . 


| You are deſirous of à circumſtantial re- 
lation of Lord George's conduct, in which 
you are naturally much intereſted for the 


þ- al of his excellent Lady; and as you al- 
„ TS - vous 


* 
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- _ cauſe of it. 


e a 
ways are pleaſed to impoſe the taſk on me, 
to give you my free opinion, I readily obey 
your commands. You with I had more 
aſcendancy over him. Believe me, my 
dear Lord Bromfield, though there are few 
of his friends more intimate with him than 
- myſelf, and in whom he places more confi- 
dence, I am the laſt he will ſuffer control 
from. He hears may counſel, feels it, weighs 
it; and ſeems to he as competent to judge 
of the truth. as myſelf; but he is reſolved 
to follow the tide of n and une, 5 


That a generous man of high bin 0 
ſpirit will retract from a paſſion, which is 
now made the teſt of a competitor, is 
delufion to hope for. You will aſk if there 
be no palliative. I fear there is none. But 
of what conſequence would palliatives be, 
when the diſeaſe may return with fgeſh vi- 
gur, on every freſh acceſſion of fortune? 
Before we can argue with any precifion on 
the ſubject of this reigning paſſion among 
our young nobility, let us trace the firſt 


Dey I have 


We 
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I have obſerved that a youthful . is 


fond of enterprize. When born to honours. 


and fortune, what ſtimulus to glory can a: 
young and ardent mind have? the: 
banner of liberty ſtream for the Seller 
Briton to enliſt under it? Are the foes of 
our native ſoil ruſhing upon us with their 
arms to wreſt from us our laws and religion 
—to confirm a tyrant at the expence of an 


tive, dignified, and refined body of people, 


have eſtabliſhed through the conflicting: 
troubles of ages? Do the enemies of Great 


Britain arm for the ſubverſion of our com 


merce—for the plunder of remote pro- 
vinces allied to its intereſts, or to become: 
the abettors of rebellion ? Where is the 
glorious incentive of enterprize to ſtimu- 
late our tiſing youths of ſpirit to the h 
of honour and Ty * E fl 


Believe me, they will fly to ine en- 
counter of hazard. Riſque is an aſſo- 


ciate with glory. Fortune is hazarded at 


the gaming table. Trial of ſkill at aracing, 


ſtud. The mind muſt be employed, and 
2 the glory of venture entered upon; and till 


1 nn 7 
the paſſions of youth are tempered with 
age, and rendered more dull by the habits _ 
of life, I fear it will be in vain to give 
counſel, or to offer an intervention. The 
N fplendid purſuits of high life, ſocial feſti- 
vity, public amuſements, tire and pall che 
mind: jaded by extremes ot voluptuouſ- 
neſs, the human heart will have recourſe to 

a vice the moſt unfortunate in the cata- 
logue of human follies. The continual 

: — on the mind, of various conflicts 

produced by loſs and ſucceſs at play, is, in 
my opinion, the true reaſon why the paſſion 
is ſo much followed. No other ſtimulus 
can be found but military proweſs No en- 
terprize of greater moment to ſhow the 
ſpirit of youth. Thus 1 mcline to the ne- 

Leiſſity of the times as an apology for the 

great loſſes ſuſtained at our faſhionable 

gaming houſes ; and though I condemn. 2 

fpirit abſorbed. in this folly, I ſhould ap- 

cum the ſame ſpirit when 8 by a 
more popular nf ; 


= You dee L am ty to 8 any apo- 
1 r fore indiſcretion of Lord George. 
Ed * he detached from this folly, I be- 
lieve 


lieve few characters would be found of 
more real worth. You are acquainted with 
his. great knowledge and penetration of 
life ; and this natural ability, united with a 
ſaperior education, would form him for the 
fine public character. But J fear all will 
be ſunk in this evil: nor till he has experi- 


_ enced the greateſt ſtroke of human cala- 


mity, do I believe he will ever know his 
error, or the value of thoſe bleſſings he has 
once been entruſted with. He muſt fall to 
riſe again: may the fall not daſh him to 
pieces the cruſh prove beyond the en- 
durance of human nature 3 
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a Lord BRaMFIEL D to Colonel OB RIAN. 
I Now anſwer in the language of a ei- 
vilian, and aver, that our young nobility 
may be ſtimulated to glory and enterprize, 
by turning their thoughts to politics. Let 
them enter the ſenkte: let them end their 
minds and abilities to the contemplation of 
thoſe powers the moſt conducive to aſſimi- 
late the contending parties of the aN - 
They have had academical advantages, 
and many of them have atchieved acade- - 
mical honours. Travel has conſpired to 
render many of them able adminiſtrators. * 
The country may be as well ſerved in the 
fenate as in the field. The human heart 
ſhould be prone to glory won by temperate 
and aſſuaſive ends, and not derive its ſti- 
mulus from actions which derogate from 
all civil order and refinement. You talk 
of war as a neceſſary and abſolute evil. You 
peak of it in terms of approbation, as if 
mn glory 


glory and honour were only applicable to 
it. The Barbarian will ruſh to ſcenes of 
blood and violence. The more poliſhed 
citizen will adduce maxims to exterminate 
the evil of commotion from a ſtate. 

45 3 
War is nota neceſſary Re? unleſs theworld 
be found too ſmall for the maintenance of 
the human ſpecies ; therefore peace is to. 
be preferred, when territory and good or- 
der provide an ample ſubſiſtence. Men 
- thould then. become advocates for glory, 
founded on peace, and not on war, the 
| ſtern virtue of ſavage ages. The former 
&-15 founded on true policy, the latter on 
.” barren expedients. Thus I deny, that 
perſonal glory is founded on perſonal 

riſque: and I argue, that glory may be 
. fought and won by more laudable enter- 
prizes. Let our young nobility then turn 
their minds to the contemplation of poli- 
tical government; to the meliorating. of 
the conſtitution under which they exiſt: 
let them bend all their maxims and glory 
to the common good, founded not upon 
falſe oratory, ſophiſtry, and abliratk e 
105 on — expedients, productive of 


al. 
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an. adiv⸗ preſent good. Let them ſtady = 
che internal happineſs of their fellow citi- 
zens: develope grievances, and adopt re- 
dreſs, without confidering the endleſs ob- 
ſtacles of abſtract ſpeculation, ſubverſive of 
Plan, and oppreſſive of zealous endea- 
\ your. Let them argue on the adoption of 
redreſs, and enforce their object with a de- 
ciſive replication againſt the adverſe attack ; 
- by infiſting on the incompetency of human 
power to remedy the ſmaller and fubordi- 
nate evils, to correct the intervening ma- 
| cule. Let them ſhow their enterprize, by 
| dragging from the gloomy vale of mifery 
| the concealed malady of the individuals, 
and apply an immediate and national re- 
medy. Let their political and civil enter- 
prize extend itfelf from ſhore to ſhore over 
their native ifle, and diverging only to the 
ſecondary conſideration of foreign intereſts 
for the better adoption of their national plan 
of individual redreſs. Letthem learn to judge 
of evils more near and moxe interefting to 
their counſel and influence, than thoſe of an 
exotic, remote, and, in many cafes, of an 
irremediable nature. Let them then ſerve 
their fellow citizens at home betore they 
8 ; 
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pretend to ſerve their fellow citizens, whom 
the thirſt of riches has diſmiſſed to fo- 
reign climes. Let them be the agents of 
public buſineſs; exonerate the great men 
in office, who have no time left on their 
hands for the projecting of national re- 
dreſſes; whoſe minds are already pre- 
occupied with the arrangement, the metho- 
diſing of materials. Do not talk of the 
want of enterprize. Here is a glorious 
career diſplayed before them. Let them 
forſake their gaming tables, their follies, 
their random expences. Let them take 
the field of politics, and overturn the ſqua- 
dron of heavy forces, drawn up to retard 
the operations of active and brilliant ge- 
nius. Let them fly to conqueſt by the 
aſcendancy of their ſuperior ſpirit, of right 
and ſound know ledge. Defeat the hoſts 
of perplexity armed to counteract the plain 
and eaſy reform of evil and abuſe. Let 
this phalanx of our opulent and enterpriz- 
ing young nobles charge through the 
cloud of ſmoke raiſed by the artillery of 
the nation againſt an impregnable for- 
trels * and ruſh to the ſeat of n 

21 858 to the trial of Mr. *. 
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action in a quarter more pregnant of reat 
grievance, and where true laurels of fame 
and glory may be acquired. Let our com- 
merce be protected at home; our police re- 
formed; our penal laws amended; the 
farmer exonerated from the burden of the 
idle and abandoned members of the com- 
munity. Let no more blood be ſhed at 
the altar of juſtice. Let them diſcover the 
art of ſuppreſſing, and not puniſhing 
crimes. Where is the merit of puniſhment 
hen the ſource of erimes is not known ? 
Let them diſcover this art of legiſlation: 
let them found theſe truths in the ear of 
great lawyers : begin the work of reform; 
and as the ſtructure is advancing, diſcard the 
faulty material. Let them learn the art of 
ſtilling a ſupine and tedious debate, for the 
adoption of ſome wiſe and judicious opera- 
tion; and when oratory aſſumes the poppy 
wreath of ſoporific honours, let them over- 
whelm it with ſerious language, unadornedt 
with n, 


Thus you may fre 1 have . em- 
ployment and a ſpirit of enterprize for 
our young men of rank and fortune, which 
18 mult. 


. 


mulate our young men of independent 


AF. as, } 


muſt redound more to their glory and ho- 


nour than if they were employed in ran- 


dom ſchemes of military proweſs. Let the 
country be well governed at home, we 
ſhall have little to fear from an outward 
enemy; and little uſe, as we now actually 
find it to be the n for _— ſervices 15 
this nature. 


The ſtate will be ſound in itt reſources, 


by the active ſpirit of reform adopted by 


the independent members of our ſenate 
men zealous in buſineſs, and who glory in 
every expedient, the beſt calculated to in- 
creaſe the revenue of the em pire „and to 


the beſt ordering of its ceconomy. 


Governed by ſuch principles of real 
and effective patriotiſm, the people will 
be conſtantly well armed for a defenſive 
war to curb the reſtleſs and ambitious 
ſpirit of our natural enemy — but not 


Quixotes in enterprize, ready to fignalize 


their valour on every ſound of tumult. In 
ſhort, Sir, my argument would tend to ſti- 


for- 
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fortunes to turn thei minds to the active 
buſineſs of politician, which moſt aſſuredly 
would acquire more weight, dignity; and 
efficacy, than if entruſted to the adminiſ- 


tration of adventurers, who, by having 
neither landed nor monied property, cannot 
be reſponſible for their public conduct. You 


will alſo, perhaps, anſwer : That our youths 
of rank and fortune will not apply. Ir 1s 


to men only, you will ſay, who have little 


to loſe, and more to gain, who will ſtep 
forward in a public career, and qualify 


_ «themſelves for the weight and power. of 


# 


office. This I grant to be a melancholy 


truth, but which I with to ſee reverſed, by 


thus infuſing a more ſound 6 of pa- 


totem 12 in the ſtate. 
ine now Laid vitae thought my duty 
in anſwer to your apology for the univerſal 


licentiouſneſs: which prevails among the 


riſing generation of birth and fortune. All 


this may be a reverie — all this may be a 


ſpeculation not practicable for adoption; 


yet, if in ſome inſtances you may diſcover 
truth and poſſibility, I am ſurely encou- 


_ to —_— my principle may ſtand a 
chance 


. of being Wc i by ſane” youthful 
mind, of more collected and ſober princi- 
ples than is to be found in the circles of 
gamblers. At all events, you muſt allow 
there is ſomething reſpectable in that deli- 
rium of a citizen who is heated with the 
cauſe of public good, and en yy 
pineſs. 8 

P. S. I have no tals to recommend i in 
the affairs of the unhap py Lord Raymond. 
How is it poſſible for friends to interfere in 
the cauſe of a man, who 1s a willing martyr 
to ſuch a complication of wretchedneſs as 
high play muſt involve him in? He muſt 
be truſted to his fate. But Lady Ray- 
mond! Her caſe now is, and muſt be, 
truely melancholy. 
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Lats RavuorD to „Lac DpeaerinaD: 


Akers the tranſcribed, and tremble wr 


my ſituation. My happineſs has been too 


eminent. The great ruler of mortal bliſs 


will not admit of the overflowing cup to 


be always at our lips. Your counſel im- 


mediately. On either ſide I ſee a gulph 
that threatens miſery. If I ſhow this letter 
40 Raymond, the nice laws of honour will 
diſtract my foul with the moſt piercing an- 


guiſh of apprehenſion for his fafety. If I 


reply 1 in the language of innocence and ſtrict 


virtue, the boiſterous ſoul of Morpet will 
not be diſmayed : and where can I ſum- 
mon power to control his baſe views of ſe- 
duction ; of defamation ? Should he dare to 
follow me ! Should he dare to impeach my 


honeſt fame! Shquld the ear of my Ray- 


mond be affailed with the buz of reproach! 


Where er] caſt my eyes, there is danger. 
as 


- 
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F wy. peace of mind is flying ſwift away. 
: 1 ſee what I have long dreaded, now ar- 


rayed in real colours; before, all was fancy 
—the phantom of an imagination fed with 
apprehenſion and falſe alarm. There is 
more miſchief in the manner of chis very 
daring attack than I firſt believed, He is 
Not . Fly, my dear Lady Brom- 
field, to Portman Square. Vou muſt ap- 
pear conſpicuous in this alarming juncture. 


Lou muſt appeaſe the diſtempered mind of 


Morpet. The Far is now at e, 


market. 
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LETTER XXII. So 


berate in @ cover to * Bromfie ld. * 


ean to ſhun a guilty paſſion. To fly 
| $1700 fly the beautiful ce, of Lady 


lovelieſt of women to my fight ; to tantalize 
my heart with fuch immeaſurable rapture 
and anguiſh. I ſaw you by chance—I 
grew enamoured by deſtiny. You re- 
pulſed me in preference to a man of your 
own choice. To diſpute qualification is 
ignoble. But you have now lived to expe- 


 rience, how the baſe conduct of our ſex is 


capable of exciting vindictive ſentiments 
| ip your own. Your charms had more than 
magic influence to have retained my con- 
ſtancy all hallowed and eternal. I ſhould 


have been fixed to the orbit of my affec- 


tion, and have revolved in one eternal 
| round 


My. Mozyzr to Lach RavmoxD. 


1. H A ve. n all that mortal 


= thi firſt "Merc the age form of the 


i ee e * * . * , 
fie _— 88 * . E 
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round of love and fidelity. How vaſt and 
oppoſed i is the contrary evil! I am now. 
doomed to a continued revolution of agony 
and deſpair —to eternal anguiſh. How 
have I impricated the moſt raſh of all 
curſes, on the moment that preſented the 
fair form of female excellence tomy ſight ! 
I had endeavoured to. exiſt training on a 
life of inſuperable torment in my native 
country: but 1 found your image always 
preſent in my mind; and if by chance 1 
caught a glance of your perſon in a public 
aſembly, the impreſſion yas rivered till 
deeper and deeper in my ſoul. 1 prepared 
to fly theſe realms of wretchedneſs. I was 
ready to ſet off for Italy to fimiſh my days, 
far diſtant from ſcenes of ſuch extreme tor- 
ment, when I heard of your change of ſe- 
timents.— That Lord George had incurred 
your diſpleaſure — that you had given your 
hand to another more favoured friend, 
Judge now of the conflict which paſſed 
within my boſom : the emotions of a heart 
devoted to one fair object, and conſumed 
by its partiality. I was determined to re- 
main in England To confront Lady Ray- 
mond—To know the ſum of this compli- 

ee „FV 
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crime was paſſion, unſolaced, unſolicited, 


and founded on natural privilege — Not to 


be heard, to be ſoothed by the object of 


my regard, and ſternly diſmiſſed from her 


preſence. If the vulgar phantom of virtue 
was the tie of Lady Raymond's heart; if 
ſhe profeſſed the cold and lifeleſs form of 
exiſtence to the inexpreſſible delight of 
granting relief to affliction, I had no right 
to complain, but to endure my unhappy 
ſtate with all the rigour which perſecution 
awaited me - but to know that another man 
was more favoured, more noticed than the 
wretched Morpet, has driven me to deſpe- 


ration. 


J will not utter more ſignificant language 
I hint only to Lady Raymond, that the 
ſpirit of ſenſe and beauty cannot ſuffer the 
infracted bond of a marriage vow, and re- 
main neglected, wronged, and deſpifed. 


Has Lady Raymond retaliated ? Blefſed 
was the man who held the divinity of fuch 
charms to his boſom. The thought 1 


death to my ſoul, and from the guſh of de. 
VM ſpar 


| cated vengeance on a wretch, whoſe only 


* 
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| ſpair I have penned this letter to reveal the 
troubles of my heart—to tell the moſt per- 
fe&, moſt adored, and ſupremely charm- 
ing of women, that, without the hope of 
poſſeſſion, life 1s too infipid for Morpet ; 
with - poſſeſſion, life is more precious than 
the moſt figurative paradiſe. Life and 
death are therefore in the hands of Lady 
Raymond. I wait my condemnation, and 
ſubmit the extremity of my love to her 
mercy. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Lord Raymond. to Colonel OsRTAN. 


Newmarket. 


Tur die is caſt, a n. m ruined My : 
judgement told me your lecture ſhould 
have been attended to; but a ſtrange faſci- 
_ like the edd\pof. a Charybdis, ſeems 


G =. | 70 


my adverſary—My petulance increaſed — 
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to 5 have overwhelmed my reaſon and firm Mm 
> MM 
EET was baited by hs Duke 4 TIL 
and challenged to high play. Wine was 
my abettor of imprudence. Fortune wooed 
me at firſt with her ſmiles. I was fired 
with hopes of triumph: but ſoon obliged 
to confeſs the little dependance we ſhould 
place on her favours — the dice went over to 


J doubled my ſtakes, and, like an unſkil- 
ful gameſter, follgwed up the untoward in- 
ſtead of the more partial caſt, The grin- 
ning Morpet at my elbow ſeemed to re- 
Joice in my great loſſes: my ſoul roſe with 
a towering ſatisfaction to put his malicious 
grin at defiance ; but my luckleſs ſtars had 
the aſcendant; my enemy triumphed. The 
Duke was only pleafed with the fignal vic- 
tory—Not a word about payment! toſſed 
him all my bills, and gave him my note 
for the remainder. He would hear of no 
meaſures to balance the loſs ; and when ! 
talked of realifing eſtates, he anſwered 
with a ſhort, though energetic proteſtation, 
| againſt the rapid reſolution I had taken, to 
convince 


n 
convince him that my ſoul was too proud 
for his commiſſeration. Lord Ray- 
mond, I am the victor ; I defy the man 
« to prove the impoſſibility of feeling joy 
in the bare victory, without intereſted 
« motives in the purſe of his friend. If 
your honour impels you to immediate 
payment, let your prudence remind you 
of the folly of too much ſpirit. I have 
no avarice, and I am too rich for ſuch a 
<« gratification. I am ſatisfied with my 
laurels, but not at the expence of your 
« peace of mind. Mink of your loſſes 
« only when you are certain they can a 
. N . 871 


You muſt tho theſe 1 to be 
truly noble; yet I ſhall pay him, though I 
live on the roots of the earth. 


But, what a pang of ſelf reproach ! Un- 
happy Lady Raymond ! would my vows 
never, never to hazard happineſs again in 
this abſurd faſcination, reſtore the fortune 1 
have loſt! She who deſerves all gratulation 
of kindneſs at my hands! muſt ſhe partici- 
pate in my ruin? Miſerable woman ! more 
1 8 3 truly 


R 
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truly wretched man! Her fortune is * 
in the vortex! Where is that home of 
ſplendour which her well-educated mind 
can enjoy, and which her birch- right ex- 
pets ? The commiſſeration of the world 
too! Sad reflection, my dear friend! The 
loſs individually I diſregard; but to expoſe 
ſuch an excellent woman to the contumacy 
of her equals, hurries my mind beyond a 
reaſonable endurance ; and that this ſhould 
happen at a moment when I was turning in 
my mind ſome plan of regulating my con- 
duct To live for the completion of ſome 
honourable ſyſtem — I had formed ſome 
rules for breaking the chain of this gamb- 
ling connection, to enter on a plan of pub- 
he buſinefs ; and beginning to find out the 
value of patriotic and domeſtic duty; on 
the precipice of ruin, my brain intoxicated 
with deluſion, had advanced me too far on 
the brink to recede, * I am now daſhed 
to Pieces. 


8 have ordered all my eſtabliſhments to 
be ſold, and the eſtates of Lady Raymond, 
in right of marriage, to be realifed—T ſhall | 


; ſet off for the Continent. The field will 
now 
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Wo be left for my Vote Edward to try 
his intereſts. I hope his career will be more 
ſacceſsful. As for the Duke, 1 haye no 
invitation to aſk favour-at his hands. The 
Dutcheſs of 'Montfort has ſtrengthened her 
party too powerfully againſt me. Beſides, 
think it will be better to ſhift the ſcene at 
once, and repent of my egregious folly. 


P. S. I have this inſtant received a letter 
from the editor of the paper, that Morpet 
is the author of the defamatory paragraph 
which appeared againſt Lady Raymond— 
Villain ! he ſhall anſwer it. He has juſt ſet 
| off from Newmarket for town, and I ſuſ] ect, 
apprized of the editor's intentions, who 
has given me full ſtatement of the truth. 
Iam flying after him. My horſes will be 
at the door in a few minutes. I have long 
had a ſtrong pre ſentiment that a rupture 
was not far diſtant between us. Baſe 
ſcoundrel ! Give the enclofed to Lady 
Raymond—Ir is to prepare her for the miſ- 
fortunes I HAVE 2 om ark at Play. q 


1 ſhall fe you beth I puſh Morpet to 
extremities; but I dread leſt my temper 
| G 4 5 may 


| may ſaperſede the form of meer my 


through life without doing ourſelves juſtice 


us we are right, we ſhould ſurely follow 


dient of men can preſume to approach the 
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enemy. We are not permitted to paſs ' 


for theſe flagrant injuries : our feelings are 
not impreſſed in us for improper ends. If 
cool and unimpaſſioned, our hearts tell 


their impulſe. 1 ſuſpect he is afraid to face 
me. A. 


TaTTyn xxrv, 


Lord en to his Lady. 


1 Rebe in 4 cover to cane Obrin.] 


” A M defirous the contents of this letter 
ſhould be peruſ ed before the moſt impru- 


moſt virtuous and the moſt amiable of 
women. I have already merited reproach 
and contempt ; what are now my deſerts ? 


.and what atonement have I to offer Lady 
Ray- 


3 4 

5 Raymond ? I have abuſed the ineſtimable 
gifts of Heaven; and being inſenſible of 
their value, I am now taught by their loſs 
to feel more than the fortitude of a man is 
able to ſupport. It is thy preſence ; it is 
thy mild and all-ſuafive ſoul that reconciles 
me to exiſtence—exiſtence do I ſay ? The 
thought is diſhonourable— ſhould I exiſt 
on the baſe remembrance, that I have ren- 
| dered my life odious to all good men, - 
odious to my friends, and more formidably 
odious to myſelf ! The ſtate has awarded 
puniſhment for culprits, and here I am the 
moſt guilty, left only to remorſe. But 
what a remorſe !—the remorſe of a conſci- 
ence loaded with the loſs of fortune. I 
am an alien to all the world, to myſelf, and 
an alien, indeed, to thee. If virtue could 
have made me contented with the charms 
of a domeſtic life, Lady Raymond ſhould 
u- have commanded the hours which were 
laviſhed on folly. If beauty could have 
charmed to attatchment and- all-hallowed 


ch conſummation of bliſs, Lady Raymond 
8 ſhould have proved a more inviting lure. 
dy Where has been my faſcination ? What 


9 8 ee 


N 


1 83 
power has deceived me in the immenſity of 
ſuch * 


But how Bas my deception been aggra- 
vated with the moſt grievous treſpaſs, 1 
have deceived you beyond all power of 
forgiveneſs. You truſted your fame, your 
fortune to me, the ſteward, not the deſpot 

to uſe them at will. Too ſagred was the 
truſt. Was not the former, in the eyes of 
the world, in a ſhameful manner polltitec 
at a maſquerade ? And 1s not the latter 
now ſunk at a gaming table? Let Lady 
Raymond now call for thoſe claims of de- 
licacy in which fhe was nurtured=the juſt 
claim to correſponding conveniences which 
education and the cuſtom of life had al- 
ſigned to a woman of rank and fortune. 
Are they not all diſſipated by a guilty huſ- 
band, who has ſtill courage left to live un- 
der an oprobrium by far more terrible than 
death? Yet how ſhall I meet thy all- for- 
giving tender look of condolence under 
the extreme preſſure of this agony of mind, 
under the . of ſo many wrongs you ae 
: * to? 


Fe 


Ihe 


a 
I have thoughts of ſetting off immedi- 
ately for the Continent. A day longer, in 
this country, will drive reflection to deſpair. 
I muſt bewail in diſtant ſolitude the recent 
hours I have paſſed in guilt and diſhonour. 
Apoſtate that I am to the vows I made, to 
the vows ſelf- whiſpered to my heart, when 
I led thee to the ſacred altar! That heart 
was then formed for domeſtic happineſs; 
but it was a martyr to folly, and I wanted 
courage to call only a ſmall glimpſe of re- 
ſlection to plead the cauſe of the moſt ac- 
 compliſhed and faireſt of the ſex. I muſt 
not dwell on this theme. I feel my brain 
grow hot with the pang of inward retro- 
ſpect. May Heaven forgive the deluſion ! 
Thy gentleand elegant ſpirit has already for- 
given it: but oh, it is this pure and adorned 
goodneſs of heart that rends my ſoul with 
the moſt dire repentance. My ſoul is flying 


m- to thee - the only ſanctuary the world has 
an let for the guilty Raymond, ; 

or- 

der | 

nd, G rar 


% 
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LETTER XxV. 
Lady Raymond 70 Lord RAYMOND. 
Tits inſtant fly to my arms. With 


my eyes fixed to Heaven, I ſubmit, with- 
out a pang of remorſe, to the fate which 


- attends us. Your affection is more tranſ- | 


cendant than fortune or fame. You are | 


the ſanctuary of my reputation, and in thy 
arms all human miſery will vaniſh. Is ita 
facnifice to fly theſe regions of miſery ? Is 


it a ſacrifice to roam through diftant climes 


with the man whom we love? To fly a 


country, where treachery is laying wait to 
complete the ruin of the generous and un- 
deſigning; where, ſurrounded with wily 
creatures, fortune is expoſed to the moſt. 
artful attacks; and where the more fa- 


voured orders of ſociety are afffiled with 


malice, envy, and every dev ice that 1s de- 
ſtructive to happineſs 2 


Prove 


Prove the uh of your tender affettion 
by ſparing my ears a repetition of thy 
griefs. Thy heart, unexperienced in the 
delicate ſolace of ſoothing friendſhip, is go- 
ing to find a calm repoſe from the fever of 
a diſtempered ſet of aſſociates, in the eſteem 
of a fond wife. There thou ſhalt paſs fen- 
tence on the ſcenes that are paſt, and give 
a verdict where thy judgement approves. 
No more bewailing then on preſent wretch- i= 
edneſs. Let us find out ſome ſpot on the 
| Continent, where the manners are leſs cor- 
rupt than in large capitals. Let us paſs 
our time remote from the evils which have 
ſurrounded us in our own country. I have 
heard, that in Swiſſerland there are ſome 
little towns to be found where an acquaint- 
ance may be formed among the natives 
that will improve and amuſe the Engliſh 
traveller in his retirement. We can afford 
to live on the relics of our fortune, per- 
| haps, as well as the principle inhabitants of 

N theſe places. The extravagant and ſplendid 
- \& London fociety, my m has 
long been contented to forego. The 
ſcene ſoon palled, when novelty ſubfided ; 
we when L had learnt to prize other plea- 
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ſures, in which the heart and head wen * 
lighted, believe me the career of faſhion 
and folly received the moſt contemptible 
ſanction from my hands. But this is not 
the place to detail on opinions which offer 
no immediate cordial to a wounded mind: 

. haſte then to town; our converſe will heal 
the torment occaſioned by. the loſs of for- 
tune. + 
A few years will reinſtate us in the af— 
fluent ſcenes of our preſent departed ele- 
gance. We ſhall. chen, after a ſober pauſe, 
filled up with the moſt competent ſhare of 
varied pleaſure, return to our native coun- 

try with a collected and more perfect know- 

. ledge of the manners of life. The flutter 
of ſociety will fink to placid and rational 
- = enjoyment, and a more mild and tempe- 
rate purſuit, aſter what is ſtiled the plea- 

ſures of the world, will confirm us in the 
abſolute and moſt perfect happineſs which 

mortals can here poſſibly attain to. But 
: whereforeſhould I diſplay theſe ſentiments? 
Is it not preſumption to talk in a language 
in which you are more perfect than my- 
ſelf? What experience can a woman of 
wy 


my years have in competition with -a man 
of education and knowledge of life? Re- 
ceive then my ebulition of ſincerity, and 
aſcribe to affection what I RAVE exceeded 
m modeſty. 


Every hour is an age of anxiety that de- 
tains you from me. I am impatient to 
prove the truth of your declarations That 
in the ſorrows of your heart, my pain is 
alone your greateſt grief. My cure is your 
immediate preſence; and that your Lavinia 
may not be diſappointed in the remedy on 
the receipt of this, my ſoul is now offering 
up her ardent petition. 


T A * R XXVI. 
Mrs. a to Lady nan 


Nous prince is here of the eva 
importance. Aſk no queſtions for-delay. 


J. ord George is dangerouſly woundcd in a 
Guel 
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duel by Morpet, who is fled, and not with- ! 
out ſuſpicions of foul play. Lady Ray- 
mond has left town in the utmoſt haſte. 
There is a myſtery which muſt be unra- 
velled. The intereſt which you take in 
all that concerns the Raymond family re- 
quires your immediate interference. 


The conſequence of the ſcene, which 
muſt certainly take place before your ar- 
rival, agitates my breaſt with every dread. 
He calls for his injured wife to receive his 
dying embrace She is gone — The aſſaſſin 
is fled — ä ſtrange indeed is this 
event! 


1 am n bee can ſeal this letter. 
He has fainted. He revives with the name 
of Lady Raymond. 


The ſurgeon whiſpers a little hopes to 


us, if we can keep his mind calm. He has 


been told that his life depends on a few 
hours compoſure to ſtaunch the blood from 
his wounds, which, on every exertion, bleed 


I have 


_ I 

I have reaſon to ſuſpect, that Morpet 
and Lady Raymond have taken the Dover 
road France is their deſtination—Merci- 
ful Heaven ! that ſo much deſign, art, and 
infamy, ſhould exiſt in this globe. I be- 
gin to doubt that the greyeſt experience is 
falacious, and that every hour of life ſhows 
the little dependence we ſhould have in the 
actions of human beings. My mind is 
deeply ſhocked at this event. There is a 
cataſtrophe of the moſt terrible nature which 
ſeems to attend it. ECL Fe 


It is tilaiabis "On a * chaiſe and 
four arrived from the Borough to convey 
Lady Raymond. There was a perſon in 
the inſide, who got out and handed her 
Ladyſhip into it.— Strange circumſtance ! 


LETTER 


10 
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LETTER XVII. 
Lady BRONFIELD to Mrs. „ 


My 3 trembles with . while I 
write. My heart ſickens at the inditing of 
the calamitous tale, that Lord George is 
dying of his wounds received in a duel, and 

Lady Raymond fled with his aſſaſſin.— 
Good Heaven! give me ſome little power 
to hope there cannot exiſt ſuch crimes on 
the face ef the earth. No it cannot be 


Ty impoſe.” ris detnfive tn belt ava r 


cows „„ ene 1 


odutward ſemblance of pure native virtue 


ſuch apparent tenderneſs and fidelity of 

heart, can commit a crime of ſo black a 
nature. God of all-judging truth, let me 
not believe the female heart is capable of 
ſuch tranſgreſſion. Lady Raymond too! 
That exquiſite ſou] of goodneſs ! — She 
conſpire againſt the ſacred life of Lord 
George !—Oh, it is impious to harbour the 
thought !—T am bleeding at every pore on 


this ſtrange and heart-rending event.— 
| What 


5 | 


| What is to be done? Lord Bromfield is in 
bed with a bad fit of the gout. We can- 
not leave Benthorpe. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


Mrs. OnrrAaN to "20D Bronze iv. 


Coll . is preparing to 
diſpatch enquiries after Lady Raymond. 
He has reaſon to ſuſpect there is ſome in- 
famy perpetrated. When Lady Raymond 
entered the chaiſe, which left Portman 
Square with the greateſt celerity ſhe told her 
woman to aſk no queſtions, but to expect 
the particulars in a few days. Her laſt 
words, which ſhe heard her repeat to. her- 
ſelf with great emotion, were . My dear 
*© Raymond, I am flying to your arms; 
may Heaven protect you.” Poor Lord 
George | ! I am prepared for the worſt. 1 
have no oe hope. In tears I ſeal this ſheet. | 
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"LETTER Txtx.” 


Ars. OBRIAN to Lady BROMFIELD. 


H OW ſhall I deſcribe the ſcene that is 
paſſed What a narration of human miſery 
have I to communicate! I fly to my room 
at midnight to ſeize my pen and paper, not 
ſo much to acquit myſelf of the bare office 
of conveying the information, but to ex- 
onerate my heart from the conflict which it 


bas ex A 


a> 


Deſirous of imparting every friendly ſer- 
vice in my power to the unhappy ſituation 
of Lord George, I attended him from the 
inſtant he was carried to Portman Square. 
Many are the little attentions which a ſin- 
cere female friend can adminiſter to the 
other ſex, in the extremity of their wants, 
unknown to the ordinary claſs of beings. 
We can yield a thouſand well-timed ſer- 
vices which convey more true efficacy than, 


perhaps, does the combined {kill of phyſic 
= —— arid 


[ 


and fargery. Under this impulſe I flew to 


poor Lord. George ; but what was my ſur- 


priſe when, on entering the houſe, I over- 


heard the voice of the Duke, his father. 
You know. the long and implacable diſ- 


agreement between them. You know the 


ſevere auſterity. of his temper, the pride 
and haughtineſs of his ſoul. His heart 
ſcemed to have loſt all parental ſorrow at 
the calamitous evils which had befallen 
his ſon. The great loſſes he had ſuſtained 
at play ſeemed to abſorb all the ſorrow 
which a parent would naturally have on the 
extremity in which he found his child. He 
came to be informed from his own lips, 
whether he had ſigned over the family 
eſtates, which he inherited in right of his 
mother, in payment of his debts of ho- 


nour. If he died without a ſon and heir, 


the eſtates devolved to his brother Ed- 
ward; but as it had been reported that 


Lady Raymond was gone off with Mr. 


Morpet, and roundly afferted ſhe was far 
advanced in pregnancy, the Duke was 
fearful leſt the iſſue might be a ſource vf 


litigation; he therefore came to demand 
the legacy of the eſtate to his brother, and 


had 
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| had actually | brought his ſolicitor with ni | 
for the purpoſe. He farther propoſed, that 
' his iſſue by Lady Raymond, in caſe of de- 
_ livery, ſhould be declared illegitimate, as 
having eloped from her huſband, and an 
ample reſtitution made of all his loſſes at 
play, which, he ſaid, might now be 
reſcued from the hands of his plunderers. 
All this the Duke previouſly hinted to 
Obrian in the anti-chamber, whom he 
concluded would have no objection to 
countenance his plan, as he was under fo 
many weighty obligations to his family, and 
to him 1n particular. But when the Duke 
found he could not preyail on him $0 liſten 
to his propotals, and being told by him 
that the | precarious ſituation of Lord 
George, rendered all tranſaction of buſineſs 
hazardous to his life, his Grace became en- 
raged and determined. Obrian attempted 
to ſoften his wrath, by aſſurances, that his 
ſituation was eminently critical, and that 
ſome ſlight hopes might be entertained of 
his life, if he could be infured of repoſe. 
The Duke now infiſted to go up to his 
room. Obrian pleaded humanity ; and 
705 his Grace would wy from a reſolu- 
tion 


n _ which would aſl n Were his 
life. 5 N . 7 


cc ] am his father, Sir, replies the Duke; 

« and who are you that dares to diſpute 
e my authority? Sir, (ſays he) you owe 
«© me more obedience, and better manners. 
„ You have laid under the greateſt obli- 
« gations to my patronage,” — Obrian' 
| bowed his head.. Your father, « gallant 
old ſoldier, ſaved my life at the battle. 
« of Fontenoy when I was a youth : in 
© teſtimony of the ſervices he did me, you, 
„ his ſon, was brought up in my family, 
ec educated at the expence of my late fa- 
ther, and treated as his child; and you 
© know, Colonel, under my intereſt you 


ſs have had this protection continued: you 
1- * have regularly roſe to rank in the Britiſh 
d « ſervice, and are now waiting for the 
18 « firſt promotion to be made a General. 
at “ You are now going to cancel my future 
of 60 ſervices, by diſputing the authority of a 
e. cc parent : but why do I reaſon thus 1 
is te inſiſt on having this buſineſs completed. 
d <« J have my ſuſpicions why you withhold 
u- me. I have been informed you have 
n 
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E been his abettor in ebe tha youn 

cc have been at his elbow in his nofturnal 
< orgies of vice and profligacy. Stand 
«© back, Sir. Are you not waiting for -his 
© breath to depart, to take en of 
cc this houſe and N By 


3 The Duke was now chafed beyond all 
manner of reſtraint; and as Obrian was 
ſenſible there had been very formidable 
enemies at his ears againſt Lord George 
and him, he thought it was in vain to 
combat with remonſtrance ; he therefore 
changed his reaſoning to humble petition, 
and conjured him, by every tie of huma- 
nity, to forego his intentions of proſecuting 
this buſineſs till his fon was better able to 


adminiſter in it. 
: h 
K Sir,” holed the Duke, cr he will be 10 
« ſoon dead, and all my hopes of re- 0 
fclaiming the family eſtates may vaniſh WO « 
wich him. Can I petition Heaven for 
WW © the life of a ſon, who is a diſhonour to 
WW < his family, and to the rank of life he is 


born to? Is it not invoking a denunci- 
- * ation of 8 on my own head ? 


6 Muſt 


L 


” Maſt I 3 a beggar to continue bim 
ee jn his vices, drain my fortune, and fink 


« all my other hopes in my youngeſt fon, 
« by ſacrificing my fortune to the elder, to 
« ſupport him in his abandoned extrava- 
«© pance? No, Sir; I have no right to 
« with for his life, when my reaſon has 
« adjudged that life to be pernicious to 


«© one on whom my better hopes and all 


« my comforts are founded. If Heaven 
« has raiſed up theſe ſentiments in my 
« breaſt, I cannot accuſe my heart of in- 
« humanity, by giving vent to the juſt 
e indignation of an injured parent. I 
* wul enter his room,” — and he burſt 
into It. ” = i $f up | 


Lord George extended his hand to 
his aher e Squeeze my hand, Sit, 


lays he; *© the victim of your wrath is 
* puniſhed amply for his guilty follies. 


Lou cannot wiſh for a more terrible pu- 
* niſhment. Forgive my paſt errors, and. 
leave me to my fate. Leave me de- 
* voted to my gulit. Life I pray not for 
e beyond the ſupreme bliſs of beholding 
once more my moſt-injured and beloved 


toy I. H ; ee . * wile. 


r * you, tell me n . 
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wife. Let me pour forth my ſpirit in 
e her pure boſom. Do not let me die 
ee without beholding her angel form. My 
« foul will depart more calm and reſigned 
“in her preſence.” 


<< His wife!“ cries the Duke; * doe 
c he not know ſhe is fled with that noto- 
66 rious * Morpet 2” & 


8. raiſe his head — © Fled !” over. 
hearing the Duke's whiſper to Obrian, 
and ftarting up in bed, with a ſuſpet- 
ing eye riveted upon him, he exclaimed 
with the - greateſt agony — My wife! 
„ — My wife! — Oh, ſhe is gone— 

« gone where? — She muſt — ſhe would 
& have been by my fide—Hark !—no-—] 
t have heard no Lady Raymond ſtirring in 
© the houſe— Her bell too! - No No, 

«© no Nothing about her — She is gone 
She is gone !—Oh, tell me, Obrian; 
„J will then die in peace—But oh! [ 


« She is gone off,” cried the Duke- 


« ue not for a woman unworthy of he 
« ſex 


f 
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ce ſex—unworthy the name you towed: la- 
« viſhed upon her—T tell you ſhe has fled 
« with the villain who fought- you. Sup- 
« preſs that groan for her who has not a 
« ſhame unrevealed to the world Her 
name is unworthy to be mentioned. 
« Have' you not been convinced ſhe was 
« an accomplice in the attack which was 
6 made on 2 life?“ 


Lord Ray mond caſt an eye petit 
—*< Obrian;” ſays he, I feel my wounds 
* are bleeding afreſh —I am very fick 
« at my heart—tell me; is ſhe gone? 
% —how ? here! —impoſſible - tell the 
Duke ſhe is an angel We are betrayed 
© —there is villany -I cannot think more 
| upon it — O, Lady Raymond ! my foul 5 
* 1s with thee — Father, forgive. — 
Hunted | in my arms. | 


c He is gone, Sir,” were my words to the. 
Duke Leave the room, Iconjureyou”—" 
Some air. I flung myſelf to the next apart. 
ment, ſent for the ſurgeon, who had pro- 
miſed to return in a few minutes. — Before 


Hz W 


ö 
i 
b 
f 
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anti- chamber, and told him that his fon 
was no more. 


tenance „left the houſe with this exclama- 


« gamblers ! 


_ great loſs he had ſuffered at play. 


he found his ſenſes returning. The 
fainting had ſtopped his bleeding. All 


cauſed our fears, hadundergone the probe— 


any internal injury: the great danger was 


* 106 ] 


the ſervant was * my ſight, the — ö 
came into the room — he ſaw the condition 
of Lord George — Got the Duke into the 


The Duke, with a W , ſtern coun- 
tion: — © He is gone — the fate of al 


'”—and vowing vengeance on 
me as the cauſe of his death, and of the 


I entered the bed room with the ſurgeon 
was now ftill. We entertained ſome faint 


hopes. The wound on his breaſt, which 


the ball had paſſed through him, fractured 
a rib, but was not ſuppoſed to have done 


the loſs of blood; to recover this, was the 


principal care. I have invented a ſtory of i of 
. the departure of Lady Raymond to caln i .. 
his mind for the preſent, ſhould he rave 0 


; her 
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her Arne cannot help retiring to reſt 
with an awful contemplation on the follies 
of the age, and with a pious belief that they 
moſt aſſuredly will, at ſome period, bring 
their puniſhment in. this life. Poor Lord: 
George is a ftriking inſtance. of my creed. 
All his ſufferings may be traced to the 
ſource of his miſconduct; and I am well 
convinced he is himſelf 3 with 
ſimilar ſentiments. Hl 1. 


LETTER xXxix. 


Lady BROMPFIELD to Mrs. OBRIÄx. 


Tazze is a deep-concerted plot in. 
the rapid flight of Lady Raymond. She 
muſt be traced — followed. Morpet is the 
villain who has betrayed her into a ſcheme- 
of deſtruction. Your account of the Duke 
confirms me in what I have long conjec- 
tured. The Dutcheſs of Montfort, a ſtrong _ 
abettor, has been long plotting the down- _ 
H 3' _ 


16 ] 


fall of Lord George to ſtrengthen her fa. 
mily connection; and I ſhould not be in 
the leaſt ſurpriſed from. Lady Raymond' 
_ correſpondence, that ſhe has been the inſti- 
gator of this. very deep tragedy. But 
where am I running to— My heart turns to 
the unhappy Lady Raymond—There is no 
time to be loſt— Enquiries muſt be ſpread 
abroad We maſt uſe the utmoſt diſpatch 
Heaven knows what are my preſent 


. anxieties —She inconſtant! — Lady Ray- 


mond fled with the villain Morpet ! — infa- 
mous ſlander ! — detraction of the moſt 
baſe and invidious nature ! publiſhed by 
an enemy—it is no daily buz of a morning 
print, invented by a harmleſs writer; be 
perſuaded it has been the produce of her 
own circle. Haſte then, my dear Obrian, 
to ſend after her — a guardian meſſenger 
muſt be diſpatched after it — Give me im- 
mediate and hourly information of Lord 
ee 8 roomy 


— — Fa. — —_— 


LETTER 


TER 


I Tux chaiſe is waiting at the door —a 


40 


LETTER xxx. 


8 


Colonel OBRIAN to Lord Bao EI D. 


ſervant is diſpatched to order a change of 
horſes. I am bent on purfuit—May joſe 
give vigour to my zeal. 


Lord George is pronounced out of dan- 
ger. I have unparted to him our fears on 
the ſubject of Lady Raymond. My wife 
had informed him, that the dangerous 
ftate he was brought home in had almoſt 


| deprived her of ſenſes, and ſhe was con- 


fined to her bed; but he is now well 
enough to have the truth imparted to 
1 have no time to inform you of the 
conflict which paſſed in his boſom when 1 
opened the circumſtance of his Lady's de- 
parture. You muſt be perſuaded that his 


grief, indignation, and ſpirit of vengeance, 


H 4 were 
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were almoſt ſufficient to rend his ſoul in 
twain ; but he is more compoſed than ! 
thought at firſt he would be, under this 
terrible circumſtance. 


My time admits Xs no farther delay=T 
depart—Adieu. LY 


rr n. 


Mrs. OBRIAN to Lady BROMFIELD. 


| 9 ORD George ſees his friends. The 
harraſs of his mind has been too great for 
his animal ſpirits, and the loſs of blood 
keeping back all feveriſh ſymptoms, he 
has delivered himſelf to repoſe. He awoke 
this morning with more compoſùre. Obrian 
has opened to him the departure of Lady 
Raymond. He is loſt in a multitude of 
conjectures, and his. mind ſeems to have 
taken a total different turn, than I at firſt 
con- 
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gin 
conje&ured would have been the caſe. He 
has urged Obrian to purſue them. 


The mode of her departure is ſo very 
ſingular, that her neareſt friends and ac- 
quaintance are impreſſed with | ſurpriſe ; 
yet we cannot but believe that ſome extra- 
ordinary art or ſtratagem has been deviſcd 
by Morpet to accompliſh his views againſt 
the unhappy Lady Raymond: his ſubtlety, 
if a ſubtlety, has eee our compper: 
bann 2 us 957 1.0 A 70 
believe the Fiege and "THe. of hat 
Dutcheſs: of Montfort are for the preſent 
ſuſ pended. | She ſent this. morning to en- 
quire if the report of Lord George's con- 
valeſcency was true. His death for two days 
DR was current, and adv ertiſed as ſuch. 5 
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Lord and Lady Bromfield. 
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LETTER XxxII. 


= * Elbe! anne to | Mrs. Onrran. F 


By cha return 1. . drivers fon ve. 1 


"2 have both paſſed through this 
place — Morpet ſome hours before Lady 


Raymond. He told the maſter of the mn; 
that a Lady, deſcribing her perſon an 
name, was expected on the road, and re- 
ported himfelf as Lord George. This has 


given me ſome little infi ght into his ſcheme: 


but how it will terminate, Heaven knows ! 
I ſhall write from Rocheſter if any thing 
particular ſuggeſts itſelf. Shew my note to 
Lord Raymond, if you think his health 
will permit it; and impart the ſame to 


— 


E 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Colonel OBRIAN to Mrs. Onn 85 
| Rechifre 


I A M now confirmed in my fuſuicions. 


Morpet has here contrived the ſame tale to 
miſlead Lady Raymond. The maſter of 


the Crown Inn was defired by him to in- 
form her Ladyſhip, on her arrival, that 
Lord George would take the firſt packet, 
and even put to ſea with a contrary wind. 
That ſhe was requeſted alfo to loſe no time, 


but to croſs the water wa the utmoſt ex- 


3 | 


It is now paſt a doubt that he has forged - 


a ſtory to Lady Raymond, repreſenting 
himfelf as Lord George, who, having 
killed pat in a duel, _ _ n 


Waker of pl He has long con- 
certed a ſcheme to get poſſeſſion of Lady 


H 6 Ray- 


41 


— — * 
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Et 186. J 
. but how his Srgery has ben J 
contrived, puzzles my brain. It is very 
obvious, that, ſeeing his infamous libel | 
againſt her reputation was detected, and 
that either way he muſt fall a ſacrifice to the | 
X as or to Lord George's indignation, he 
vas driven to deſperate meaſures. 


» 


The generoſity of - Lin George he 
knew would induce him to meet him in 
the field; and his reſolution to take away 
bis life was apparent in the ball which 
he lodged in his breaſt. The other 
circumſtances attending the encounter, 
which Lord George related before I took 
my leave, difplay the character of aſſaſſin 
and madman. But Raymond was raſh and 
_ generous—ſoon chafed to violent meaſures. 
Had he waited the interference of the law, 
perhaps all would have been better terni- 

Though uncertain as to the lot of Lady. 
Raymond, it ſeems the hand of Providence 
is ſtretched for her deliverance. How un- 
expected the revival of Lord George! 


. 


L 1357 I 
Jo, near the villain to detection! 1 * 
bey hours Jam in E rance. 


8 Sandi your anxieties on my account 
my honour and life ſhall not be engaged 
with a ſcoundrel, I have ſecure grounds to 
proceed on. He ſhall be puniſhed - but 
not at my expence, believe me. I charge 
you condole with * . The 
horſes are to. ; 


+ 1 return e to Dartford pd it 
| will be * | 
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Mrs. Opzrax' to Lad BrowPizLs.” 


* 


LL OR D George { eems recovering with 
as much celerity as we can hope. 1 am - ili 
W to ere freely with bim. | 
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The intelligence from the printer that 
Morpet was the author of the | paragraphs 
in the paper which criminated the character 
of his lady, was procured in the following 
manner: — The window of the editor's 
office fronts the box which is open to the 
ſtreet for the reception of anonymous pa- 
pers, and other matters for inſertion, in his 
paper. He noted Morpet, whoſe perſon he 
was acquainted with, to drop a paper into 
it: curioſity made him immediately open 
the box : he found the paragraph, and as it 
is not uſual to give ſuch matter place, un- 

| leſs the party ſtands forward to avow it, it 
W was of courſe rejected; but, to the ſurpriſe 
of the editor, he found it had been inſerted 
= the day following. A clerk had been 
WV bribed: he had been ſeen by Morpet in 
= perſon; and when Lord George faced the 
editor on the ſubject, he had no difficulty in 
fixing on the author, who, refuſing a reply 
to him, was ras es to anſwer Lord George. 


Thus the affair has 3 diyulged, and 
you can now have no difficulty to ſee 


through the motives of Morpet, who, con- 
ceivin g 


[ 259 F. 


ceiving the moſt ardent. paſſion for Lady 
Raymond, has been forward in taking 
every advantage of the unhappy affair, 
which paſſed at the maſquerade ; and ſhe 
| wanting no enemies to confirm this de- 
luded man in the prefumption of her infi- 
delity to Lord George, he has been de- 
viing ſchemes to make the crimina- 
tion more public, that he might be the 
more able to accompliſh his 2 of in- 


rigue. 


When Land bears heard at N rnd, 
the morning that Morpet ſet off for town, 
from the editor of the paper, that he was 
the author of the paragraph, it was his in- 
tention to follow him, and to ſend him a 
challenge on the ſpot; but as the iſſue of 
2 duel is uncertain, and the life of a man 
| of: connection of much importance to fur- 
viving friends, he was defirous of taking 
regular and prudent meaſures — to have 
ſen Obrian—to have ſettled his affairs 
and then to have riſqued an unequal life, 
the preponderancy much in his favour, 
* a man, in a ſingle ſtate, much of a 

3 | libertine 
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libertine in princi iples, 3 im paſſioned to inſ- 
nity with Lady Raymond, and, perhaps, 
deſperate in any deed of deſpondency. But 
he ſet off from Newmarket a few hours 
after Morpet, and taking with him fire 
arms, in caſe of any premature aſſault, he 
was determined to find out his rival and 
enemy in the moſt expeditious manner 
poſſible. At every ſtage he was confirmed 
in opinion, that Morpet was a fugitive; 
his celerity to town was unparallelled. To- 
wards the laſt ſtage he found he was not far 
behind him; and juſt as he was entering 
Hackney, near the bridge over the marſhes, 
he ſaw a poſt chaiſe ſtopped on the road, 
and the poſtillions employed in raiſing up 
a wheel which had, in the rapidity of driv- 
ing, come off. Two men were ſtanding 
in the road he recognized Morpet and his 
valet. His own chaiſe drew up, and Lord 
Raymond jumped out: he accoſted him: 
Sir,“ ſays he, in a tumultuous and 
haſty voice, you muſt read this letter; 
eng he tendered him the letter of the edi- 

The colour forſaking his face, Mor- 


1 flew to the chaiſe, and, ſeizing a brace 


of piſtols , he preſented one of them at his 


[ 161 ] 


Lordſhi p's head, with the following reply: 
“ My Lord, a deſperate man muſt not 
« face another, unleſs he is thus menaced 


Stand off, my Lord; you are a ruined 
man, and in deſpair. You have loſt 
« your fortune, and you mean to wreak . 


« your vengeance againſt me. Paſs on 


meet me in town with your friend; 1 
« will bring mine, and you ſhall have 


« ſatisfaction for any injury you main» 


66 tain.“ | a \ 


8 


Lord George conceiving this was only 

an artifice to gain time, and to eſcape from 
the puniſhment he deſerved, with increaſ- 
ing warmth bade him read the contents of 


the letter, and immediately challenged him 
as the author of the baſe paragraph which 
had appeared in the paper againſt the repu- 
tation of Lady Raymond.—*<« Your piſtol,” 


ſays he, „ will not ſhake me from the pur- 


© pole of accuſing you of diſhonour and 


“ infamy. Can you deny the accuſation 


Hof the editor?“ -Morpet gave no an- 
ſwer, but continued to inſiſt on his keeping 
| | back, 
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1 
back, and ſuffering him to be 


Raymond replied, that he was deter- 
6 mined to vindicate the honour of Lady 


% Raymond; and at that inſtant he took 


a piſtol from his pocket to preſent at Mor- 
pet. The latter no ſooner ſeeing him in a 


- poſture of defence, fired. Lord Raymond 
fell immediately on the ground. Morpet 


leaped into the chaſe, and preſenting 
another piſtol to the poſt boys, threatened 
| them with death if they did not drive with. 
the utmoſt rapidity poſſible. 


Hie laid ſome time before aſſiſtance was 
procured. A neighbouring ſurgeon arriv- 
ing on the fpot, attended him, with flow 
movements, to his houſe in Portman Square, 


where he did not arrive till ſome hours er 


the cataſtro Phe. 


The chaiſe of Morpet was traced to an 
inn in the Borough, where a ſervant had been 
previouſly diſpatched to order horſes for 


the Dover road; by this we conclude that 
his meaſures of leaving the kingdom had 
deen mine on, when the editor of the 


paper 


L þ 
paper had given up his name to Lord | 
George. 


The foregoing letters have been printed as a 
natural prelude to the characters of the 

| biftory. The ſequel of the volumes are 

continued by narrative of the parties. 


NARRA- 


W } 


NARRATIVE I. 
TI E ſecond letter of Obrian deter- 
mined Lord George to ſet off in purſuit 
of Morpet. His wounds were in a favou- 
rable ſtate, and the ſurgeon believed it to 


be poſſible for him in a few days, without 
much hazard, to travel in a chaife. All 


remonſtrance was in vain. Lady Raymond 
was too near his heart, and his anxiety much 
too violent to hear of any controul. 
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Now took place the ſtruggle of a great 
- ſpirit : impelled by an ardent affection for 
Uuady Raymond, and a ſenſe of great in- 
Wl jury from Morpet, every moment, from the 
WW time he had finally reſolved on purſuit, was 
paſſed in miſerable ſuſpence ; but his trou- 
ble now increaſed to compleat wretched- 
neſs, when, caſting his eye over the 
banker's book, he found he had no cafh to 
command, and that he was already over- 
drawn for fome thouſands. His ready 
money diſſipated no time to realiſe—no 
friend 


E 


friend to fly to - no ſuppleneſs of 3 1 


ſeek for one. He has thoughts of aſking 
the Duke, his father. There he is repelled 
with ſtern prejudice. Aware of the uncer- 
tain follies of the age, ex perienced in every 
ſcene of expence, the Duke believes there 


is no confidence to be placed in men of 
ſpirit who have hazarded a fortune at play. 


His brother Edward undermining his in- 
tereſts, would refuſe his aſſiſtance. Trained 
to the buſineſs of the Senate, his ſententious 
prudence would be clothed with repulſe, or 
aſſume a magiſterial effrontery ; craft, ſub- 
tlety, and worldly ſelf intereſt, mark his 
character in traits too diſguſting for an ap- 


plication on the fide of generoſity, liberal 


feelings, and greatneſs of heart. Where- 
ever he contemplates an immediate ſup- 
ply, many inſuperable obſtacles preſent 
themſelves. To realiſe an eſtate, requires 
ſome previous arrangement on the fide of 
the law. To borrow money of profeſſional 
money lenders, requires the preparation 
of parchment, ſeal, and ſignature. He 
thinks of reſource for the firſt time m his 
life—he is ſurpriſed to find he is now de- 


prived of a ſmall purſe to forward the in- 
tereſting 
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tereſting plan he meditates. - For the art 
time in his life, he learns the true value of 


money. For the firſt time in his life, he 


is driven to ways and means to procure it. 
He paſſes in review his reſources one re- 
ſource is at hand He flies to Lady Ray- 
mond's coffer—It is forced for her jewels— 


Dilappointed, he finds ſhe has taken them 


off—Money muſt be had—his mind is too 
much heated for reſtraint—the reſtraint is 


a ſpring to his motive; it gives freſh vigour 


to his reſolves of procuring a ſupply. 


He finds a money broker. 
Apprized of the diſtreſſes of Lord Ray- 


mond, the broker receives him with a 


chearful aſpect. The ſon of a Duke has a 
variety of ſchemes propoſed to relieve his 
diſtreſſes. Reverſion, mortgage — but 


parchment muſt be procured, and the de- 


lay is too great— The tall, meager Mr. 


Mandrake will not hear of promiſe, ho- 


nour, liberal profeſſion of payment—Seal 
and ſignature muſt alone enforce an im- 
mediate ſupply. 5 
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The tale of miſery is related. He is un- 
moved at a recital even too pathetic for the 
ear of a Moſcovite; and he replies with a 
denial, unattended with the ſmalleſt conſo- 


latory comment on the ſubject of his ſuf- 
fering: alone abſorbed in the drawing up 


of his inſtruments to ſecure an immenſe 
uſurious gain, he admits not even of a caſe 
of life and death to extort a relaxation 
from the ordinary fecure mode of com- 
pleting his buſineſs. Diſguſted with the 
cold and openly avowed intereſted princi- 
ples of the tall raw-boned uſurer, Lord 


Raymond leaving the room, ejaculated a 


murmur at * inhuman reception. 


Mr. Mandrake thus retorted on Ws 
Lordſhip : “ You have no right to com- 
“mand the feelings of a ſtranger on your 
« misfortunes. The world is full of miſery, 


« and I am too often conſulted as an ad- 


« jutor in relief to be any ways affected at 
* the groans of my ſupplicants. I make 


no ſecret of my profeſſion, becauſe, on 


* the moſt deliberate and prying ſurvey of 


© the manners of the age, I find I am en- 


„ titled to a more honourable rank in ſo- 
66 ciety 5 
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ciety than my clients think I deſerve. 
The miſerable wretches who ſwarm at 
my door are acceflary to their own 
wretchedneſs, and fly to me for relief, 
when their own imprudence has can- 
celled the natural and genuine friend- 


ſhip of relations and intimates. Should 
a ſtranger then have feeling for the un- 


fortunate, -when his own connections 


have forſaken them? You want a ſup- 
ply of money. Why ſhould I expoſe 


myſelf ro any riſque whatever, by open- 
ing my purſe without a ſecurity ? And 


was I to extend my generoſity for your 


aſſiſtance, I ſhould ridicule my folly for 
repoſing farther confidence in men, by 


whom I have been fo often deceived. 


Believe me, my Lord, however you may 
treat my profeſſion with contempt, it is 
far more honourable to be the guardian 
of great poſſeſſions for the relief of the 
wretched, than to diſſipate wealth in the 
trifling - and unproductive pleaſures * 


the WC | 


Lord Raymond ano into the uſurer's 
houſe _ * buſineſs was to he com- 


pleted. 


_ TR 
pleated. The eſtates which the Duke of | 
Clarencour, his father, was ſolicitous about 
were to be mortgaged — theſe were to pay 
his debts of honour to the Duke of *. 


The eſtates of Lady Raymond were the 
next in contemplation. For this purpoſe 
the Bromfield family were to be applied to: 
his houſe in town was to be broken up 
and here the uſurer immediately brightened 
up his countenance, and aſſured him of an 
immediate proviſion of ready caſh. Before 
the deeds could be drawn Py: th eſtates, 
his own attorney muſt be applied to, and 
this might detain him ſome days in town. 
But being in pofleflion of fine paintings, 
magnificent furniture theſe would com- 
mand a ſecurity for ready money; and with 
theſe impreſſions Mr. Mandrake entered 
his carriage, and they drove to Denn 


Square. 


As they entered the houſe — Diſtraction 


what a ſight! — an execution. was in it. 
Several creditors among his tradeſmen had 


conſpired to effect the plunder. His im- 


mediate hopes t to follow his beloved Lady 
Vor, I. 1 Reay- 
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Raymond to ſnatch her from deſtruction 
from the hands of his rival, were now 
effectually blaſted... 5 
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A ſervant arrives Lord Raymond re. 
ceives a note no anſwer is required — the 
man diſappears the ſeal is broken bank 
notes tothe amount of one thouſand pounds 

No name—not a word— the ſupply was 
the only content. The unexpected relief 
oppreſſes his heart. He is at a loſs to 
divine the friend in his diſtreſs, . The ſer- 
vant is ſent after the meſſenger — he is out 
of fight — his face not known — Lord. 
{he in the conflict of his heart, returns 
thanks to the unknown hand —he caſts an 
eye to Providence - and piety ſeemed to 
aſſume a manlike gratitude in his ſoul. 
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Mr. Mandrake undertook to ſatisfy the 
demands of his creditors, on the aſſurance 
.of having a mortgage on his eſtates. 


A travelling equipage 1s ordered at the 
door. Lord George, with his valet, enters 
5 | it 


on 
* 


the 
nee 


11 
it, and the Dover road i 15 their point a di- 
rection. ; 
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ENGLISH money prepares an opening 
to treachery and ſecreſy. Lady Raymond, 
on her landing at Calais, was received by a 
gargon de place, or a ſervant, hired by the 
day, placed to receive her by the perfidious 


Morpet. She flies on the rapture of affec- 
tion to throw herſelf into the arms of Lord 
Raymond., The door of Morpet's apart- 
ment is opened. She enters, and the ſer- 


vant pulls it too after him x. Morpet 
ruſhes upon her. What expreſſions in the 


catalogue of human calamity can be found 


to paint, in real colours, the ſituation of her 


W when _ found herſelf thus be- 


There is a 1 in this hotel, and the apart- 
ment was ſituated at the remote corner of it. 
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trayed? She had no tongue to utter a 
complaint. Aſtounded with horror and 
ſurpriſe, ſhe caſts an eye of agonizing won- 
der on the demon of deceit, ſtratagem, 
and baſeneſs. The heart-rending look 
made him deſiſt from a premeditated out- 
rage : he began to excuſe himſelf, and to 
lay the meaſure of his crime to the force of | 
love, frenzy, extravagant paſſion, deſpair, 
and every ſubterfuge which could add 
energy to palliate the blackneſs of his con- 
duct. The ſhock, too violent for the frame 
of delicacy to ſupport, caſt her on the 
ground. She fainted, and fell at his feet. 
He raiſed her, and placed her on a bed *, 
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She revives with his aſſiſtance—an inter- 
val of reaſon, on coming to herſelf, diſ- 
plays to her fight the moſt obdurate of men 

landing over her. —© Hear me, Lady 
* Raymond,“ he exclaimed, or I have 
e vowed this moment to end my life in 
6 your preſence. You have long been in- 


In France, travellers are almoſt always ſhewn into 
rooms with one or more beds in them ; and it is uſual 


WH, to take their repaſt in the ſame room, 
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formed of the extravagance of my love 


for your | perſon... You have long been 


made ſenſible, that a man more unfor- 
tunate, and leſs pitied than myfelf, never 
has exiſted upon the earth. Was it not 
my inexorable fate which ordained me 
to be this miſerable wretch when you 
gave your hand to Lord Raymond? 
Drawn by your charms into this over- 
whelming vortex of human miſery, did 
you ſooth that paſſion which beauty had 
raiſed in my breaſt? Was I diſmiſſed 


your preſence with a cordial, gentle re- 


pulſe, to alleviate the pangs of misfor- 


tune, of unſucceſsful love? No, Lady 


Raymond ! you ſeemed to exult in your 
conqueſt. You was the cauſe of my 
wretchedneſs, and you refuſed even pity 
in your denial. Are you then ſfurpzized 


at this excruciating meaſure of revenge | ? 


Are you ſurprized that my paſſion has 
known no bounds to accompliſh it? 
I have placed my life on the completion 
of it; and thus, in my power, what 
mercy do you expect at my hands? 1 
confeſs 1 have ſought your ruin, in all 
places, in all conditions. It was me 
14 «© who 


o - 
- © 


L E * 7 
„( 0 f 


— p a 


cr rr 4 g 


= CI — 
— 8 
2 


A, way 


after bognen Si Gee A 


— _ 


rer 


3 

i 

1 ; 
14 
4 

"x 


>. 


1 194 } 


© who placed the Syren to ſupplant yon in 
«© your huſband's affection. I cauſed, by 


0 ftratagem, the ſimilitude of maſks at the 
* opera. I deviſed the maſk for Lord 
George to open your eyes to his infide- 
© lity. I tradueed your name in the pa- 
pers. I was the abettor of his ruin at 


& play. The ring which I ſent you as a 


«© pledge of veracity from your huſband, 


be whoſe name I have feigned *, was won 


«© from him at the hazard table, and which 
« was the chief inſtrument I contrived to 
c enſnare you. You look pale — you 
5 tremble at my crimes. I demand no for- 


„ giveneſs. A deſperate man will not 
e ſhrink from the deepeſt of tragedy. 1 


% have meditated revenge — it is com- 


« pleated.” 
i Villain, ſtand off,” cried Lady Ray- 


mond. 'Thy baſeneſs I ſtill defy. If 
« you dare to approach one ftep towards 


* This ring was a diamond of great value, and 


- which Morpet cauſed to be ſent as a teſtimony of Lord 


regs” s flight. | 
| &« ns, 


U 1997 1 
i me, chere is no deſperation 1 am not 
equal to.“ 1 . 


„% Madam,” replied Morpet, my ſoul 
« can know no gratification in taking to 
« my arms the faireſt of women who would 
« ſhrink with horror from my embrace. 
« You have no reaſon to be alarmed at 


« hope from your hands any forgiveneſs ; 
« but your perſon, though now in my 
« power, I ſtill repeat, is ſecure from out- 
« rage, I reſpect you—I adore you but 
ch, what have I to anſwer for on your 
account! It was your beauty always pre- 
« ſent in my mind that has tempted me to 


«© has goaded me to every act which the 
human heart revolts at — Character, re- 
putation, your fame, all that is precious 
to you in life, is now in my power.“ 


With a peculiar calmneſs which the pre- 
{ence of her mind now r eee made 
* return this anſwer : — © Jn vain have 
* you accompliſhed your artful deſigns to 
1 3:4 1 enſare 


« any violence, Lady Raymond. I have 
« committed the moſt terrible already to 


« theſe deeds of phrenzy. Tour beauty 
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&© enſnare the moſt unhappy. of the ſex, 
&« ] plead not for mercy or lenity at your 
* hands; I have ſtill refolution left me to 
* defy the boldeſt exertion of perfidy, 
% By what authority do 15 dare to keep 
e me a priſoner here? — At this inſtant 


the had turned from the bed, and was riſing 
to gain the door, when Morpet drew out a 
piſtol, and threatened to interpoſe- in her 
flight from the room. At the fight of his 
threatening attitude, ſhe gave a loud and 
violent ſcream—but ſhe pauſed—and run- 
ning up to her, he caught her by the arm 
—* Unhappy Lady Raymond, ſit down. 
« You talk of your reſolution. Woman, 
I can diſarm it by a word. You ſhall 


know the meaſure of my revenge. 1 
4 have not been made miſerable on your 


* account with a pacific all-pliant ſtate of 
7 mind. You are not only the devoted 
« Ah! how will ſhe bear the ſhock !—1 
* am too far to recede—She ſhall hear it, 


c and Tl fall at her feet.” 


At this inſtant he revealed to her that he 
had been the murderer of Lord Raymond. -_ 
* violent e from Lady Ray- 

mond 


„ 
mond, and ſhe fell ſenſeleſs on the floor.— 
A French officer, who had been walking in 


the quadrangle of the hotel, and hearing 


the ſcreams of a woman in diſtreſs, burſt 


into the room with his fword drawn. Mor- 


pet, in a fit of frenzy, ſnapped his piſtol at 
him; which, miſſing fire, the officer imme- 
diately ruſhed upon him, and ſtood over 
him in a threatening poſture to paſs his 
ſword through his body, when the chamber 


filled with ſeveral attendants. Aſſiſtance 


was immediately given to Lady Raymond. 
Mr. Morpet inſiſted that no perſon had a 
right to interpoſe between him and his 


wife, as he ſtiled Lady Raymond. But 


this was no ſatisfaction to the gallantry of 
the French officer, who declared the lady 
challenged his utmoſt attention from the 
diſtreſſed ſtate ſhe was in; and that if he 
was not ſatisfied with the reſolution he had 

taken to protect the lady, that notwith- 

ſtanding the diſhonourable conduct he had 
ſhewed in preſenting a piſtol againſt his 
ſword, he would give him a rencontre with 
that, or any other weapon, on the ramparts 
of the town, then, or at any other time he 
was Fpleaſed to 88 5 13% TOR 


ann, 


E 
The greateſt aſſiduity poſſible was now 
ſhewn to Lady Raymond. With the aſſiſ- 
tance of a ſkilful apothecary of Calais ſhe 
recovered, but under the greateſt poſſible 
agitation of ſpirits — her eyes looking in 
wild affright round the room Morpet was 
retired - yet her unſettled and frantic looks 
betokened the greateſt dread and anxiety 
—She ſuddenly ruſhed from her attend- 
ants, and, darting through the gateway of 
the inn, traverſed ſeveral ftreets, and at 
ſeveral intervals ſhouted as if purſued by an 
enemy—purlued ſhe actually was by the 
attendants and feveral perſons belonging to 
the hotel. After ſeveral randam turnings 
through ſtreets to elude her followers, ſhe 
_ approached the walls of a convent—her 
{creams brought the nuns and penſion- 
aries to the lattices—the grate which fronts 
wy the inner court was, at the inſtant of her 
i approach, opened accidentally for the ad- 
miſſion of a perſon paſſing to it. The 
frantic Lady Raymond, as if directed by 
the hand of Providence, ruſhed into the 
- alylum. The attendants and the apothe- 
cary in purſuit ſoon followed. The abbeſs 
made her appearance. The dreſs of Lady 
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Raymond ſoon diſcovered her country —it 
was an Engliſh riding ſuit. The wildneſs 
in her aſpect, and the ſuperior look of her 

perſon, intereſted the abbeſs and nuns. 
The attendants from the hotel ſoon de- 
clared the perſon of Lady Raymond. The 
abbeſs came out for her relief. The French 
officer ſoon after made his appearance, and, 
with the prepoſſeſſion of the Lady Abbeſs 
and his own interceſſion, the convent was 
conſidered as the fitteſt place to receive her 
Ladyſhip. An apartment was immediately 
prepared. She was conducted to it. Thoſe 
who were preſent endeavoured to ſooth her 
mind to ſome degree of calmneſs; but her 
ſenſes were agitated with the greateſt vio- 
lence. The apothecary found her ſituation 
extremely alarming. She was undreſſed 
with much difficulty, and laid in bed ; but 
| ſeveral perſons were obliged to be cloſe to 
her perſon to prevent the violent exer- 


tions which her ſudden fit of inſanity had 


cauſed. 


innern 


f Tur arrival of Colonel Obrian at Ca- 
lais was attended with the moſt mortifying 
eircumſtances. He foon gained intelli- 
gence of Lady Raymond, .and, flying to 
the convent, flattered hunfelf with hopes 
of ſeeing her in a ſtate, perhaps, not ſo 
alarming, as he had been. led to conclude 
from the information which he had re- 
ceived at the hotel. The particulars of the 
meeting between her and Morpet he had 
acquired in a very indiftin&t manner; nor 
was he entitled to put any comment on 
them, to confirm him in his ſuſpicions, till 
he was certain if any fatal conſequences 
had taken place reſpecting her perfon. 


On his arrival at the convent he was 
only permitted to converſe through the 
grate with the abbeſs, who aſſured him, 
„ 


. IE 


" WT 


* 


1 | 


that her ladyſhip was in the greateſt Sls 


ger, that the apothecary had juſt departed 


| with a phyſician of the town, and both had 


pronounced her ſituation extremely critical. 
This was now in the morning ſubſequent 
to her arrival. The night ſhe had paſſed 
in the moſt delirious ftate—ſhe was then 
more compoſed, but the delirium ſtill con- 
tinued, with ſymptoms of the higheſt fever. 
They had preſcribed ſedative medicines ; 
and ſome opium had been adminiftered, 
which they were in hopes would calm the 


ſtate of her nerves, and be che means of 


procuring; her repoſe. 


With the moſt unfatisfaftory mind 
Obrian turned towards the hotel, when he 

thought he recognized the perſon of Mor- 
pet at ſome diſtance approaching towards 
him. They met—his hagged, wild, and 
daring looks, were horribly impreſſed on 
his mind. His fallow complection, with 
black hair, out of powder from negligence, 
his beard for ſeveral days unſhaven, and 
his linen correſponding with the diſorder of 


his perſon, gave him the ghaſtly Iook of a 
deſperate aſſaſſin. He had not been in bed | 


all 


13 
all that night, and his eyes ſeemed languid 
through fatigue, yet fullenly ferocious, 
When he approached the Colonel, he flung 
himſelf backward a few paces : for, till the 
time of their accoſting each other, he was 
pacing the ftreet with rapid . ſtrides, and 
With looks riveted to the ground. 


_. Concluding he was arrived in purfuit of 
Lady Raymond, and feeing him in his 
way from the convent, whither he himſelf 
was bent to enquire tidings of the innocent 
victim of his intemperate paſſion, he firſt 
began the parley : — Colonel Obrian, 
« you are the friend of the unfortunate 
% Lord Raymond. You will find me at 
«© Deſſein's hotel, there I will anſwer all in- 
c terrogatories ; and if J have given cauſe 
cc for accuſation, I have ſufficient bravery 
« left to defend my conduct. I have no 
more to ſay in a public ſtreet.” 


= 


Purſuing his route, Obrian viewed him 
to the ſteps of the convent. He now re- 
ſolved within his mind, whether he ſhould 
hazard his perſon againſt a violent and 
deſperate character, or apply to the * 


— — 
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$ 
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of the town as a remedy * ſuch un- 
heard-of cruelty, as the vindictive Morpet 


had been the perpetrator. There was but 
little cauſe for much inward debate, for he 


wiſely reſolved: on the laſt prudent mea- 


ſure ; and, without following him to the 
convent, from the ſteps of which he was 
eyed by Morpet, doubtleſs expecting to be 
repulſed from his intended attack on the 
aſylum of the unhappy Lady Raymond, 
he turned his ſteps towards the Governor's 
houſe. Morpet knew his character to be 
uniform, unſhaken, and collected; he 
therefore entertained no doubts of his in- 
tentions to move the juſticiary of the town 
againſt him, was Ones ann to bring 
it to act. | 


Hie had . the ts at the 
hotel in the belief of his being the un- 
doubted huſband of Lady Raymond, and 


it was in vain for the energy of the Colonel, 


in behalf of truth, to overcome this prepoſ- 
teſſion, which, perhaps, the liberal bribes 


of Morpet had 3 ſecured in his 
8 favour, 


How- . 
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However, the Colonel waited inſtanta. 
neouſly. on the Governor of the town, who, 
in a mihtary capacity, he thought would 
eſpouſe the caſe in a more liberal manner 
than on his n to the civil magiſ- 
trate. 


The Governor, he found, had been made 
acquainted with the affair; but, according 
to the various caprices and expert mode of 
ſurmiſe among our Gallic neighbours, he 
made little ceremony to contradict the full 
aſſertion of Colonel Obrian ; roundly aſ- 
ſuring him, © that the gallantry of his na- 
tion was ſuch, that it forbade any perſon, 
« unlefs a formal complaint was made 
6 from either of the parties, to interfere in 
& matrimonial differences—the merits of 
c which were ſo difficult to be unravelled, 
« and particularly fo with the Engliſh, 
& who, in this reſpect, were ſo diſſimilar to 
cc the reſt of the world — for intrigue 
« was juſt as prevalent in Britain as 
t in any other quarter of the globe — but 


c chat your married folks are never ſa- 


«& tisfied with the ſummit of infidelity, un- 
leſs a guſto is added to their frailties, by 
& reno 


F 
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« rendering the folly public: and, Ar, 
« in the caſe you now eſpouſe, I am 


informed the Lady has been detected 


„in her amours, and, repenting of her 

« gallantry, has followed her huſband to 
« this country to intercede for pardon, who, 
« à brave and generous nobleman, has been 
« deceived and abuſed by her chicane- 
« ries,” —Here Obrian intercepted the Go- 


vernor, by repeated aſſurances of his for- 


mer aſſertions, and begged, as a man of 
honour, he would acquaint him with the 
ſource of his information, ſaying, that he 
would, on the declaration he had made, 
place his own life; and that in conſequence 
of the common civilities of one gentleman. 
to another, he could not ſuppoſe he would 
refuſe him an anſwer to the requeſt he had 
made. 


The ab/olute and deciſive proof of the 
Governor was brought over in one of our 
newſpapers; and as the Governor had 
lerred againſt the Engliſh in the German 
wars, and had been ſome time priſoner in 


England, he had learnt enough of Engliſn to 


read 


( 186 7 
read our daily prints, in which he mack 
delighted; and as there were among the 
more · diſtinguiſhed characters of the Eng- 
liſh refiding at Calais, perſons with whom 
the Governor could aſſociate, he found no 
difficulty in getting many parts of the pa- 
pers explained to him, which were obſcure 
from his ignorance of the parties men- 
tioned. As this affair of Lord Raymond 
had been variouſly reported and talked of 
among the Engliſh at Calais, he made it 
unqueſtionable, but that Lord Raymond 
had paſſed over to the Continent owing to 
his great loſſes at play, which the papers 
had enumerated, and that Lady Raymond, 
abandoned, perhaps, by her ſeducer, had 
ſought to reconcile herſelf with her buſ - 
band. 


"YI INE" 


This, then, was the Governor's firm be- 
lief of the ſituation of the parties, and no 
entreaties could prevail upon him to enter 
on any reſolutions to counteract the threat - 
ened proceedings of Morpet on a farther 
attack of the peace of mind of Lady Ray- 
mond. The Governor ſtill urged the ne- 
Ceſſit7 


the Governor's proteſtation againſt the con- 


called an efourdi romaneſque— a romantic 


of this world, had not Ja petite barbe du 


FE mJ 


ceſſity of the pretended Lord Raymond to 
viſit her Ladyſhip — Perhaps,” ſays he, 
« jt is with a view to enter on a reconcili- 
« ation, and which he thought would be 
« the moſt honeze—the moſt complaiſant 
« method of ſettling a matrimonial infide- 
« lity. Mais vous, Meſſieurs les Anglois— 
& vous vous faites un embarras d'une choſe 
« la plus amuſante du monde—Ah—ah- 
«© ah—ah.”— The Colonel was not in a 
proper tone of temper to receive his light 
declaration of the pleafant effects of Eng- 
liſh gallantry of this nature. He found it i 
in vain to utter any farther remonſtrance i 
with its due effect, and he left him with 


duct of the young French officer, who he 


blockhead for interfering in the petite que- 
relle, in the little diſpute of man and 
wife; and that as there might have been 
a chance for Milor and Miladi to have 
compromiſed theſe agreeable miſtakes 
with the accuſtomary uſages of les bo- 
netes gens de ce monde, the good folks | 


. cocre 


['- x88" } 
cbcu * iberfearec i in the marriage bickering; 
and for which ill- placed interference he 
had fome thoughts of ſending Monſieur e 
Marquis de la Trouille to the common 
priſon of the town, as being the cauſe of ſo 
much noife and confuſion. 


of The mene af che Colanel were now 
variouſly agitated; for though he had aſ- 
ſured the Governor that theſe reports in the 
papers had been contradicted, and that 2 
few days would produce other matter to 
ſhew the truth of his hiſtory in the moſt un- 
equivocal light, the old French officer was 
proof to any other attempt of removing his 
creed in the paragraphs of Engliſh new!- 

papers. ä 


The greateſt conflict paſſed in his 
mind on the circumſtance of Lord Ray- 
mond's arrival at Calais. This he hourly 
expected, as well from his own prior 
urging of his paſſage over, on the im- 
mediate ſymptom appearing of his prac- 
ticability of travelling, as from the, known 


An antiquated phraſe of raillery, now ſeldom | 
adopted by polite Frenchmen. ME: 
activity 
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» 


activity and noble nn of his Lak 


ſhip's heart, who, he was perſuaded, would 


hazard his life, at all events, to reſcue his 
Lady from the apparent danger ſhe was 
threatened with. — © What danger ” 

[ have heard the Colonel ejaculate when 
he related this narrative, ©* muſt ſhe have 
« been expoſed. to! What ſtate can the 


c lovelieſt and moſt virtuous of her ſex 


« be at this moment involved in! What 
tongue can tell the meaſure of her mis- 
fortune? How will they meet? In per- 
« turbation and anxiety of mind on one 
« ſide; a dejected and heart- broken ap- 
« proach on the ſide of the other. All- 
« gracious heavenly powers, will they ever 
“meet? Has not the Almighty, in com- 
<* paſſion for the ſufferings of this innocent 


* martyr, reſolved on huſhing the load of 


* her miſery in the preſent frenzy ſhe is 
** ſeized with?” — With theſe, and many 
ſuch conflicting ſentiments, did the Colonel 
enter Mr. Deſſein's hotel When, recol- 
lecting it had been only a little more than a 


twelvemonth prior to his marriage that 


Lord Raymond had been on the Conti- 
nent, and actually had lodged at Mr. Deſ- 


ſein's, 


— 
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ſein” S, he briſkly aſked him, if he did not 
remember the perſon of his Lordſhip, 


thinking that, on his authority, the Gover- 
nor might relax from his obſtinate aſſer. 


tions. But to his queſtions, he anſwered 


in the negative; yet Obrian thought with 
a certain degree of heſitation, which did 


not induce him to place the moſt implicir 


confidence in his denial. 


The morning following his arrival, Obri. 
an roſe with earneſt expectation of hearing 
more favourable news of the ſtate of Lady 
Raymond's health. He repaired to the 
convent as ſoon as there was a poſſibility of 
admittance : he was reſolved, if poſſible, 
to engage the abbeſs in a more intimate 


converſation on the ſubject; and as his 
axxieties were not a little heightened, by 


the declaration of the Governor in favour 
of the abandoned Morpet viſitting her, un- 
der his uſurped title of huſband, he felt 3 
great inclination to know the ſequel of his 


_ viſit at the convent. 


The preceding converſation with the ab- 
beſs paſſed only in mere interrogatories and 
replies 


. 1" 8-1 
replies ref] pecting her health; but he found, 

| when he had left her, that he had forgot to 
addreſs her in a more full and circumſtan- 
tial manner on the nature of her ladyſhip's 
ſituation, reſpecting the wretched ſeducer 
of her happineſs, which he was now on the 
wing of deſire to be ſatisfied in. 


The abbeſs, meeting him at the grate, 
gave him to underſtand, that her frenzy, 
which had been of the moſt alarming na- 

ture, broke out in paſſionate and pathetic 
raves — That a young lady, one of her 
% countrywomen, in her noviciate to take 
„the veil, a Demoiſelle of good family, 
*© knew her ladyſhip; and as ſhe had ex- 
e preſſed a particular deſire of officiating 
* near her perſon, having fat up with her 
* the whole night, ſhe had given her ſuch 
a pathetic relation of her indiſtinct wan- 
“ derings, that the ſhock had been almoſt 
too much for the poor young lady to en- 
dure, and ſhe herſelf was ſo much af- 
** fefted that ſhe could not refrain from 
te tears,” — which at this period poured 
down her Face 2 in abundance. 


There 


935 1 
There was conſolation in this report of 
her being attended with a countrywoman 
of ſuch a tender diſpoſition to communicate 


the moſt aſſiduous and conſolatory relief 


to her perſon; and hearing from the abbeſs 

that ſhe had fallen into a repoſe, he enter- 
tained hopes that her delirium would diſ- 
appear when ſhe awoke. 


* 


At this 004 the phyf cian and apothe- 


cary's names were announced, who, being 
informed that the violent paroxyſms of her 


delirium had ſubſided, and ſhe was in a 
ſleep, pronounced her ſituation not fo 
hopeleſs. The apothecary at this informa- 
tion exclaimed, © C'eſt bien, c' eſt bien, —it 
is well, it is well — with an importance 
which ſeemed to imply great ſignificancy, 
and caſting a look of affurance at the phy- 
ſician, apparently hugged himſelf in a con- 
ceit that he merited ſome kind of com- 
mendation in the caſe of his patient.— The 
Phyſician, to whom, as being of the aca- 

demy of ſciences, ſuch has gentry he ex- 


pected would have been more ſubſervient, 


turned round to him with a certain degree 


of emphaſis—. Eh! qu'aves vous, Monſicur 
LS * * LEE 


60 


co 


l 193 J 


ſwered the phyſician. The opium, the 
« opium, Monſieur le Docteur St. Gervais 


is finiſhed ; the | ſymptoms of danger are 
vaniſhed. — ** Tout doucement, ſoftly,” re- 
plied the Doctor; © let us ſee the ifſue of 
« your preſcription when the lady awakes, 
ee which it would be now imprudent to 

ce oblige her to, but which you feem in- 
« clined todo by ſpeaking ſo loud; beſides, 
though I approve of the medicine which 
you ſuggeſted in the heat of conſultation, 


* plied in a caſe of extremity, as a com- 
* mon ſoporific, I thought there could 
be no danger of applying more gentle 
( calmers of the ſyſtem, and not cauſe too 


when ſhe had been ſo much ſhaken and 
8 © agitated already.” — © Tenez,” replied” 
W Gravelot, < this is always the caſe. Lou 
know Jam preparing for my degree, and 
dit is my intention to have as honourable 
da title as yourſelf, and you are ever de- 
crying my {kill in practice by a perfiflage, 
Vol. I: K 


cc Or: 


ce PApothecaire Gravelot? vous tes em 
6 porte.“ You are animated, Sir,” an: 


« Girofle; Paffaire eft faite, the buſineſs 


and which I ſhould evidently have ap- 


great a violence for nature to encounter, 


- - 
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b or ſome. air de la Plus baute importance, 
: 6, Which Jam now inclined to reſent. The 
_ « affair of mi Ladi Ramont has been the 
er conſtant talk of our town, and I hex 
che name of Doctor St. Gervais Gi- 
& rofle as the only reſponſible perſon who 
« attends her. Maudit ſoit la beſogne— 
a plague of the calling, if caſes of thi 
<<. importance do not raiſe the name of 2 
6“ man, who has experience and merit, to 
« credit and greater practice: but I till 
«© repeat it, Sir, you are no friend of mine; 
« and though 1 have, in caſes of ex. 
« tremity, found out les mayens de vous 
<- tirer d affaire of drawing you out of | 
& the ſcrape, by my own advice and ſuc-. 
* ceſs, you ſtill uſurp a fon and a ha- 
64 teur, which by no means agree with the 
© obligations you. are under to-me, and, 
perhaps, in more ſenſes than one. Voile 
* par example, Madame P Abeſſe,” for they 
were admitted into the interior part of the 
' convent.—* There is Madame the Abbels,” 
he replied, © who was afflicted with 15 
te petit mal deftomac—a little ſymptom of 
* indigeſtion—Pills, bolus, and phlebo- 
c tomy, you e Eh! 11 dont, 


« 0 


ct Ja mort, la mort. The conſequence would 


Ll 


« have been fatal was called in to ad- 
«© miniſter, but I prudently adviſed other 
«© methods Fe connoiſſois ſon temperament 

Her ſtate of body * 9 
6 hes. 


« De grace, de grace, cried out the Ab- 
beſs; d gui en voulez vous, Monfſeur Gra- 
ce velot? deſiring him to hold his tongue 
— but he ſtill took the lead, and was more 
vociferous. You know,” ſays he, 1 


* preſcribed a ſimple lavement— Avoaæ, ma 


chere Madame—Confeſs—did you not 
find immediate relief? It was, as I may 


1 ſay, your abſolute cure; but how did 


Mr. le Docteur St. Gervais Girofle ac- 
* count for this? Did he not tell you 
« it was his own advice? · that I was un 
e gros inſolent, and made his practice con- 
© temptible in the eyes of his patients, by 
" Men myſelf his preceptor in medi- 

cine? — Avoux, Monſieur le Docteur, 


vis a vis, confeſs - before the face of la 


Sainte Bonne Mere — if I was not the ad- 


= viſer of les lavements ra fraichiſſantes— 


"ur les mans d Tindigetion,” — for com- 
Ke > plaints 
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n in the ſtomach —<< wi you know, 
—for he {till continued, notwithſtanding the 
conſtant efforts of the abbeſs to ſilence him, 
by a conſtant # donc, Mr. Gravelot, and 
which was accompanied by a carnation 
hue on her face — © You know, ſays 
he, whenever you have theſe complaints, 
<: that a lavement rafraichiſſante gives you 

infinite relief.” At this period one of 
2 convent bells tingled, and the abbeſs, 
glad of an excuſe, aroſe to enquire: the rea- 
ſon, and left the medica _ putants to 
themſelves. 


Words on both ſides increaſed to an un- 
common height, and, without conſidering 
the delicacy of the ſituation of their pa- 
tient, they ſeemed entirely abſorbed in the 
heat of the Tracas. 


The doctor was a meagre, genteel- 
looking perſonage. The apothecary pre- 
ciſely the reverſe; corpulent in his 
perſon, wearing a wig | & la bourgeoiſe. 
The phyſician, dreſſed i in a well-bruſhed, 1 
thread-bare black coat, a cane, with an 


| 1 enamelled head, and. gold taffels— 
S 5 pans 


#* 1 
9 4 4d . 4 


=» 


. x which he often difplayed on a whitiſh hand, 
with Bruxelle laced ruffles, and in frequent, 


6 7 1 
perugee 4 trois boucles—with a blue broad 
ſtone ring, ſet with a center roſe diamond, 


[ may fay almoſt conſtant, en no ſnuſt- 


taking. "i 


It was in one of theſe dif] plays of ring, 


hand, ruffle, and ſnuff-box, that, in a vio- 


lent geſticulation, a pinch eſcaped the 


ends of his fingers, and flew directly in the 
eyes of the apothecary, Gravelot ; the par- 


ticle was of the pungent duſty kind, and 


cauſed an immediate and painful irritation. . 
* Morbleu I cried the fat apothecary, 
4 Aveug le- peſte! — and he ſtamped with 


wrath and petulence — much fneazing, 


blinking, and rubbing of his eyes, the lids 
of which guſhed with a prodigious overflow 
of the briny liquid, fufficient to fill a fune- 


ral tear bottle of the antients. 


When he had a little recovered, he in- 
lifted on calling the doctor out, who, henow-. 
fid, had expreſsly committed this indignity 
on his perſon; and he talked of Pepe? on le 
aten Arretez, Monſieur, vous voits eres 
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* 7rop aviſe—You are too confident,” re- 


plied the doctor. I ſhall firſt enquire 


your extraction before I meet you at 


„ arm's length. Nobility, he added, 


* would not be purged in that manner by 
* the effrontery of a preſumptuous burger, 
* till he found he was of equal rank and 
u with himſelf.“ . 


c 


K 


The abbeſs now «cape her appearance, 
and, hearing the latter part of the violent 
diſpute, very prudently interpoſed, by ob- 
ſerving, that, as profeſſional men, they muſt 


be well aware of the great danger of viſiting 


a patient in the ſtate of antipathy, which 
they both ſeemed to ſhew to each other; 
that, without dwelling farther on the ne- 
ceſſity of their harmony on ſuch occafions of 
high conſequence, ſhe ſhould be very brief, 
and that, unleſs they entered into an imme- 
diate reconciliation with each ether, ſhe 
ſhould be obliged to diſmiſs them from the 


practice of the convent, which was by 
much too productive to forego ; where- 
fore, after ſome paliatives on one fide, and 


a little ſubmiſſion on the other, the union 


of the doctor and apothecary was com- 
3 


; mw 
pleated, to the great ſatisfaction of all 3 
ties; for the abbeſs now entered the veſti- 
bule, to inform them that Lady Raymond 
had moved, opened her eyes, and e | 
ſigns of ho. awake. | 


Inflections of bedy Fe d h movements 
of hands and legs, now took place between 
Girofle and Gravelot, for the apothecary was 
with much ceremony giving him the lead, 
which the other now t6ok with great gra- 
vity, and they proceeded in a perfect, ſup- 
ple, and pacific ſtate, to the apartment of 
their patient. | 


While they were abſent, the Colon el, 
with great earneſtneſs, waited the iſſue of 
their viſit; but ſcarcely were the abbeſs and 
the two medicals departed, when the Mar- 
quis de la Trouille, who had been the ge- 
nerous liberator of Lady Raymond, was 
ſhewn into the anti-room to wait the ar- 
rival of the abbeſs, in hopes of acquiring a 
more favourable account of her N 85 
health. ER anos N 
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Seeing Colonel Obrian, he, without 
much ceremony, aſked him, if he was the 
friend of Lord Raymond, who had re- 
cently waited on the Governer to intercede 
in favour of the lady's ſecurity from the at- 
tack of the enraged Engliſhman, who 
ſeemed . ſtill determined to purſue her. 
Satisfied with the Colonel's anſwer, he 
aſſured him, that the Governor was a hot- 
headed old debauchè, and affuredly had 
taken the affair in a very raſh and inconſi- 
derate point of light; for he was much too 
ſtrong a witneſs againſt any inſinuation 
that the lady could be the wife to ſuch a 
monſter. Her ſhrieks, he ſaid, were not 
_ the ſhrieks of a woman ill treated by blows, 
but of that horrid nature which deſcription 
was unequal to; they ſeemed to ariſe from 
vaſt agony of mind, and a ſudden concep- 
tion of ſome uncommon misfortune ; be- 


daes, he replied, I have a more ſtrong 


proof againſt the abſurd belief of the Go- 
vernor ; for ſo_ utterly is he ignorant of 
the truth, when he fays the lady was de- 
firous of finding her huſband, and that ſhe. 
was the ſuitor, that I can bring proof that 


the wretch, whoever he is, had waited her 
arrival 


12 or 7] 
arrival with the greateſt | impatience, and 
that a raſcal of valet de place had been 
diſpatched to ſhow the lady to his room, 
whither, with much earneſt fatisfaction and 
joy in her We ſhe haſtily” re- 
paired. | 


He concluded by ſaying, that from the 
orders of the Governor he had waited upon 
him that morning, and that he had ex- 
plained what he had here done already; 
yet he was, notwithſtanding, ſhut up 
againſt all conviction, and had actually | 
threatened him with an arret, &c., if he 
dared to interfere any farther in oy. af- 
fair. 


ww 4 


But Iwill,“ continued the gallant young 
Marquis; © neither the threats of Mon- 
* fieur Montreville, or degradation from 
© the regiment, ſhall deter me — peut dtre' 
mon epee eff auſft hardie et bien meſurte que 
la. fenne—and notwithſtanding the diſpa- 
** rity of years, our nation hears of no 
violation of the laws of humanity, 
when ſuch a peculiar intereſting caſe. | 
4 demands the inter poſition of a friend 

Ks „and 


and gallant man. The laws of honour 
with us are as much in the power of 
youth to embrace as old age.“ 


When the Colonel had informed him of 
the real ſtate of her Ladyſhip, and the 

attempt of Morpet on the life of Lord 
Raymond ; the zeal of our French hero, 
who now declared he was ready to facrifice 
more lives than one, if he had them, in 
her preſervation and ſervice, was greatly 
increaſed. | 


2a carriage Was now heard to approach 
the gate of the convent. 


The friends wig and, to their ſurprize, 
obſerved, through the front window of the 
anti- room, the perfidious Morpet deſcend 
from the carriage with an officer of the po- 
lice. The Marquis immediately proteſted 
againſt any meaſures of violence, and de- 
clared he would not ſuffer the officer to act, 
if he could prevent it. The Colonel was 
armed only with a brace of ſmall pocket 
piſtols, which he immediately produced. 
The ae drew his ſword, tempered it 

8 


[203 J 
againſt the floor, put himſelf in an attitude 
for a few paſſes at the wall, and ſolemnly 
declaring he would put the firſt man to 
death who made uſe of any forcible oppo- 
ſition. The great noiſe brought out the 
abbeſs and the demoiſelle, St. Brice, the 
name of the young Engliſh lady, e was 
the companion of 5 Raymond. 


1 ſoon as ſhe made her 0 at 
the grate, ſhe immediately recognized the 
face of Colonel Obrian, whoſe name the 
gaculated with the moſt palfionate and re- 
 Joicing mien. * 


33 


The Colonel remQnbered immediately 
the fair face of Miſs Delrow, whom he had 
reſcued in England from a plot of ſeduc- 
tion, almoſt ri pe for perperration. 


The Marqu is de la Trouille was alſo not 
a little ſurprized with ſatisfaction at ſeeing 
Mademoiſelle St. Brice -a name which this 
lady had adopted, for reaſons which the 155 
quel may, perhaps, diſcloſe. | 


Kk 6 


Morpet 


L 4 J 

Morpet had been early in the morning 
ſtating a plauſible hiſtory to the Governor, 
and claiming his protection in the behalf of 

his wife, Lady Raymond, againſt the inter- 
poſition of the Marquis de la Trouille; 
and alſo ſtating his fears of violence on the 
fide of Colonel Obrian, whom he bad 
painted as a follower of his lady, and with 
whom ſhe had intrigued, in the manner 
which the public prints had mentioned. 
This was ſufficient to anſwer his purpoſes on 
the fide of the Governor, who. believed 
every ſyllable he uttered, eſpecially as every 
thing was corroborated by the Engliſh pa- 


_T 


5 ke 0 as the Cm that the 
gate of health of Lady Raymond had been 

greatly exaggerated, that ſhe had been only 
ſeized with a common hyſteric fit occaſioned 
by her fatigue of travelling, and which. 
ſhe was often fubject to: that he was re- 
fuſed admittance from the abbeſs, and that 
he entertained a fuſpicion that ſhe only kept 
her from him, to the advantage of the docs 
dor and en, as well, perhaps, to 
ſerve 
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ſerve ſome private intereſt of the convent, 
particularly ſo as ſhe was a woman of rank, 
and well able to remunerate the attention 
ſhewn her with the greateſt liberality. 

| Morpet was Colonel of a militia regi- 
ment, and had, in a ceremonious manner, 
waited on the Governor, well powdered, 
and in his full-dreffed uniform, to challenge 
his reſpect, and to gain him over more ex- 
peditiouſty to his ends. 


* 206 J 


NARRATIVE IV. 


Ox the firſt landing place Morpet and 
the officer of the police were encountered 
by two friars of the Benedict ine order and 
the old porter of the convent, who, 
ſuſpecting a more than ordinary buſtle, had 
defired the reverend fathers to aſk the gen- 
tlemen the meaning of their violent entry 
into the interior part of the ſanctuary; for 

it ſeems they had ruſhed by him, without 
anſwering any interrogatories, and were 
determined to make every thing yield be- 
fore them, till ſuch time as they approached 
the audit- chamber; but on the landing 
place they were obliged to ſtop at a grated 
door which impeded their movements, and 
it was there they encountered the friars, 
who civilly enough enquired their buſineſs; 
but only received for anſwer from the officer 
of che police, De par le Roy- in the King's 
8 name 


— * ——— tent ; 


. 
name we demand entrance. This effectu- 

ally filenced the Benedictines, who marched 
away telling their beads and croſſing them- 
ſelves. Seeing this, the porter immedi- 
ately followed Morpet and the officer ſub- 
miffively, to give them admittance, at the 
time they were MEI rer at the 
grate. 


The door was opened, and they ſoon 
made their entry to the audit chamber, 
where Morpet, caſting his eyes on the Co- 
lonel and the Marquis, immediately di- 
rected the officer to lay hands upon them. 


* Keep your diſtance,“ cried the Co- 

lonel, drawing out of his pocket a brace 
of piſtols ; and the Marquis pointing his 
ſword, declared, he would defend _ 
5 {elf if he was attacked. 


The affirer Gn with De par le Roy, 
which he thought of ſufficient efficacy to 
deter all oppoſition ; but he was miſtaken, 
and ſaw the gentlemen determined to op- 
poſe. them. Not having ſufficient force, as 
he thought, to enter a fray, and little dream 
ne 
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ing of reſiſtance when once the name af 
the Grand Monarque was pronounced with 


an audible voice, very — need 
| with no little acceleration. 


Js a: not . with any weapon 
but his ſword, ſaw his fate at the mouth of 
the Colonel's fire arms, and he alſo. with - 
drew. 


This fn being hy Ls A bych the abbeſs and 


nuns in the gallery, threw them into the 


moſt affecting alarms, who, unaccuſtomed 
to have their peaceable ſanctuary invaded 
by the noiſe of combatants, delivered them- 
{elves up to the a loud and diſtracted 


e 


The doctor an e as made their 
mes, and hearing De par le Roy pro- 
nounced by the officer, and that our heroes: 


diſputed this tremendous authority, coun- 


felled them immediately to yield to the 
officer, who, they aſſured him, would ſtep 


to the neareſt guard room of the garriſon, 


which indeed was cloſe to the convent, and 
E . be immediately inveſted with 
* 8 as 1 
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a 4 of ſoldiers. This was, in fact, the 
truth, for almoſt inſtantaneouſſy ſ everal | 
ſoldiers, with the -officer of police, were 
heard . the ſtairs. 131 ; 


Ab ma foi ! cried the Marquis—mes pro- 
pres gens my own men—as they were en- 
tering the room — The Marquis ordered 
them to ground their firelocks they 
obeyed his orders and he aſſured the 
officer of police he ſhould immediately 
wait on the Governor, without being under 
the neceſſity of ſubmitting to his inſolent 
and humiliating orders in ſuch a degrading 
manner. Colonel Obrian was obliged to 
follow the officer. The ſoldiers declared 
they would not dare to arreſt their own 
officer; but as to the Colonel, they were 
obliged to obey the orders of the Gover- 
nor; and as he took leave of the abbeſs, 
who now, growing ſomewhat more re- 
ſolute, on hearing the affair was thus 
ſettled, ventured to the grated window, 

he learnt the ſtate of Lady Raymond. 
The phyſician and apothecary had found 
her tranquil, yet conſiderably under the in- 
fluence of the opiate ; nor could they be 
Certain | 
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certain of her ſituation, till ſuch time as 


its effects were diffipated. Some cordial * 
nouriſhment they had got her to ſwallow, 
and ſhe had dropped into a ſlumber 
_ 

He had juſt time to ehe eee and 
Gravelot to be the protectors of Lady Ray- 
mond, who were by this well aſſured of the 

truth of her hiſtory, and they had pledged 
their word they would oppoſe all attempts 
of an interview on the fide of Morpet, 
which indeed could not be acceded to, un- 
leſs the lady was enabled to make her ap- 
pearance, and which of courſe was n, 
impoflible.. 


As the interference of the Governor 
could not inſiſt on any violation of the holy 
ſanctuary, only a remonſtrance with the 
abbeſs, ſome degree of peace and compo- 
ſure was Pala within the Wang walls. 


* 


When the Gb 458 ed the dar, 
Ad e was al; een 


« Sir, 


K n 
« « Sir,” replies the former, „ villain; 
et whole crimes and artifice are fo terribly 
« manifeſted, cannot go long unpuniſhed. 
« Your malice and frantic paſſion for Lady 
« Raymond will not much avail you in 
« the ſteps you have now taken. There 
« js no accuſation which can long detam 
me under the Governor's arreſt; nor do 
] ſee him juſtified in his meaſures. As 
« for the ny is "RING en 1 


Mens pale ing” in ſilence, wich a 
{neer. 

In the audit room he demanded to ſpeak 
with the abbeſs. ' Apprized of his intended 
viſit, ſhe her appearance, in company 
with a veiled female. The interview chus 
began. Morpet ſaid he was intereſted in 
the health of Lady Raymond, his wife, and 
empaſſionately enquired the ſtate of it. 
* Is-ſhe alive?“ cried he. The abbeſs 
replied, that ſhie was alive, but in a dan- 
** gerous ſtate. “ Then,” ſays he, 46 J 
* ſee your artifice. You are determined 
to keep me her. Your views are 


** 


3 inte» 


44 
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ce intereſted. You be her rank; and 
„ mean to extort a profit. She ſhall be 
c placed under my care — ſhe can be re. | 
18. moved to a private houſe in the town, 
here ſhe can be accommodated with as | 
£,-proper attendance as in this place.! 
e fane inſolence to withhold her from me. 
] inſiſt on her being delivered; if not, 
% the Governor of the town ſhall be 
C obeyed : I have here bis — and $4 
1 — for the puri SEL, 


e WTR Sir,” meekly replied the l 


| - Eady Abbeſs; you fhall have aſſurances 


te that her health will” not admit of a re- 
% moval. The faculty who attend her are 
- © not- at any great diftance, and I will | 
& order — in 4888 n ws _ fa- 
2 * NONE. 1. 


. 
CF ad 
1 4 


| The vetted ele was "Af patched —the | 
| doftor and perky: nne 1 


] o 11 it tbe üben, Sir; . called 


out Morpet, that a ſtranger in your coun- 
210 1 8 | | « try 


fas] 
= try ſhould be denied OO aged 
6 in e 0 n 55 1 $0 de 
. 40 « Not his wife, Sir” po Gravelot 
with a cold repulſive look. If Monſieur 


« could ſhew- good credentials for ſuch a 
« declaration, he would be doubtleſs 1 
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{a „ Desde Sir 1 | cried Pr 
nah; many indecent epithets. My de- 
« claration is my bare word, with orders 
« from the Governor for the purpoſe. - HoW 
« dare you confine her here without my 
% permiſſion ? * Look, Sir, here are the or- 
ders to the abbeſs. Mr. Gravelot, the 
fat apothecary, was lent, under ſome ap- 
prehenſions, perhaps, of the Governor's re- 
taliation.— Madam,” ſays he to the ab- 
bels, hoping he had now effectually tri- 
umphed, * either ſuffer me to ſee her, that 
J may be certified of the real ſtate of her 
« health, or let her this inſtant . nen 
＋ . Four, walls* C 


7 4 a 3 


Wich . of e the: abbeſs 5 
_ replied, & that cad had ſought the 
cc _— 


Fi L ** } 

& holy. convent as a fanctuary, and Which 
© as out of the power of the Governor to 
& yiolate. Nor was the officer of the po- 
5 lice even juſtifled in the ſteps he had al. 
ready taten in the audit chamber: that 
et the had every ſtrong argument on her 
6 ſide to withſtand any threat, and ſhould 
tt perſevere, at her peril, in her laudable 
« intentions of providing an aſylum in her 
<- convent for Lady Raymond againſt the 
«© attacks of a wicked man, who 
6. A "TOUT: 


% 


: YT; 


* * vou ü 8 Ae — 
6 aka banr not her huſband ? Your ſect is 
renowned for art, hypocriſy, and ſordid 
et ſelf. intereſtedneſs. You are intereſted 
*in * 1 Raymond here.“ 


42 Sir, ” replied the Lady Abel ce we 
“ are too often inclined to pervert the 
“ meaning of good motives. About this 
& I ſhall not contend'; but that you are 
& not Lord Raymond I aver, nor ſhall 1 
& conſent to any interview on your fide. 
„ eee Satori" 
= T7 471 &« A 
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« and the moſt convincing: proofs can be 
ce given of you perfidy.” 


WG Me well known!” he anſwered; and 
the colour now forſook his countenance. 


- 6 Nes; 2 ſays the beautiful veiled fe- 


male at the fide of the abbeſs; look at 
ec this face, and doubt not of the truth,” 
At this inſtant the veil was thrown from 
her, and the demoiſelle St. Brice was re- 
cognized by the heart-ſtricken Morpet. 
« Miſs Delrow !” he cried—and he ſeemed 
too much: diſcompoſed to recover himſelf 
to make her any-diſtin& anſwer. Aware of 
his conſternation, ſhe reſumed her reſolute 
tone. iy 


« Mr. Morpet, my ſituation here, ala 

« preſent dif poſition of temper, are en- 
ce tirely averſe to accuſation. The evils I 
have experienced from you have driven 
me into this peaceful abode, where no 
6 worldly. troubles can invade. Loſt to 
* my friends, and to one tender relation, 
- W neareft, alas were departed from 
766, g 
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ee me to defend me from your inſults, 
4 and the various arts you had deviſed to 
* complete the meaſure of my calamity ; 


Heaven, indeed, has been greatly boun- 
ce tiful in this inſtance to preſerve me 
ce from the completion of your baſeneſs; 
but the ſhock my unſullied character had 


© received from the efficacy of your arti- 


« fice was too violent to permit me any 
longer to face my friends. I was torn 


«from a tender, fond aunt, the ſiſter of a 
e doating, deceaſed parent — my only 


«. friend and- companion, lamenting the 
% traducing reports of my acquaintance 


© raiſed againſt me; ſhe now repines, 


ec with a broken heart, my flight. I repeat 


& it, Sir, my ſoul is impervious to the ſhafts 
bof a wicked and malevolent world. 
_ < Here 1 have found a repoſe beyond the 


60 power of your aſſail; and it is from a 


« thorough knowledge of your crimes I am 


* now ſo bold in meeting you face to face, 


praying, with the moſt fervent. petition, 
c chat the Almighty may turn your heart 
1 65. to virtue from the long courſe of vice 


6 and profligacy it has been ĩnu red to. 


« You have my pardon, Sir, for your of- 
* ſonces; 


5 

* 
Maes” ” , 

8 


„„ 5 

4 fences; and the only requeſt J have no- 
« to make is, that you will hencefor- 
« ward ceaſe to trouble this convent 
« with your viſits. I was preſent when 
you firſt" made your appearance here 
„to enquire after her- ladyſhip—'by 
« the Lady Abbeſs's requeſt I attended 
« her. Judge then, Sir, how much aſto- 
« niſhed and confounded I muſt have been 
in the horrid and impoſing tale you had 
« communicated to her. Powerful hea- 
« vens! how could ſuch a wonderful con- 
« ſummation of crimes. be centered in che 
v6: human heart! at ien 


'S 


At this period Morpet changed counte- 
nance—the colour forfook his nps he n= 
tempted to return an anſwer—he faultered 

* God bleſs you, Miſs Delrow—T am 
„ vile indeed!“ — It was a horrid preface 
to adeep confeſſion From the manner only 
in which theſe ſimple words were delivered, 
it brought a tear from the eye of the ami- 
able Miſs Delrow ; ; and ſhe glanced an eye A 

towards Heaven in token of an overflow= 
ing heart of n een at | e 
Vor. I. E deep 


nn 
deep ſighs of remorſe. — © May God for. 
give me! he again repeated, with har. 
_ rowing eyes riveted on the ground. 


In a broken voice, he aſked how Lad) 
Raymond did — pitied her fituation — 
heard the true ſtate of her health — and, 
as if in earneſt deſire to make ſome atone- 
ment for the wrongs he had committed to 
her perſon, aſſured Miſs Delrow, by every 
ſolemn proteſtation, that her fame was ſpot- 
leſs ; he had no accuſation- to make ap- 
peal to his conſcience, only that of the 
manifeſt cruelty he had deviſed againſt 
Lord Raymond, and uſing a ftratagem to 
. cauſe her ladyſhip to follow him to France; 
where he fancied ſhe would, as, being in 
his power, poſſibly in time ſubmit to terms 
he had to propoſe to her : that, in ſhort, 
the violence of his paſſion had effectually 
blinded his reaſon, and he had vainly de- 
viſed every artifice to gain. his point : he 
confeſſed that his erroneous belief in the 
ſentiments of the ſex were ſuch, that he 
conſidered their minds too feeble to wich- 
" and, for any length of time, the perſever- 
wg attacks of the men, or any great ſhock 
8 f bor 


„ 
they might receive when finally in their 
poſſeſſion; but he now, he ſaid, was fa- 
ally e of his error. 


He Ail . chat her te had 
been inviolat2, and requeſting moſt fer- 
vently that Miſs Delrow would implore 
Lady Raymond to forgive his unaccount- 
able, yet too guilty conduct, he roſe to 
| retire with the deepeſt repentance | on 58 
countenance. 


« fly from the load of guilt h ee: (Kudel 


by can be heard from ſuch a ſinner as I am 
« — yet tell Lady Raymond when ſhe re- 
« vives, that I have made an expiation 
for my crimes ;”—and, with a deep ex- 
clamation, he ſuddenly ſtaggered, and G. 
appeared — their preſence. 


« From this inſtant, Madam, 1 fly the 


* ing at his heart) — Live, Miſs Delrow, 
and be blefſed —But oh! What prayer 


1 * “ 
Ke. 
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NARRATIVE V. 


Tur 28 had arrived, but Lord 
Raymond was not among the paſſenger, 
A letter was directed to Colonel Obrian 
from his lady, who had been conducted to 
an apartment in the town houſe, with orden 
to be confined there during the pleaſure of 
the Governor. His letter he was permitted 
to receive, and his ſervant attended him 
in every thing but his confinement he u 
treated wich much ref) pet, 


The letter announced the. 8 of 
Lord Raymond. for France, and that Lord 
and Lady Bromfield were on the eye of ſet: 
ting out for the Continent — he, as being 
under the influence of a gouty diſorder, 
or which he had been long adviſed to tra- 
vel, and to uſe the Piermont and Spa wa- 
ters, occaſionally, at their native ſources 


ſhe as dreadfully alarmed at the departure 
of 


f 221 J 
of her niece; Lady Raymond, for whom 


| ſhe entertained a love to equal that of the 
tendereſt parent. 


The letter, in part, was thus worded: — 
t Lady Bromfield is inconſolable for the 
.« fs of Lady Raymond, and writes un- 
er the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of a mind 
« gyerpowered with the deepeſt grief. In 
te one place the laments the indiſcretion of 
Lady Raymond in another, ſhe ſays a 
deadly panic ſhivers her ſoul with horroi 
| © to think of the miſery ſhe has been ex- 
| 20 poſed to. FT here are fuck evident marks 
e of her great afſeftion, and of her anxiet : 


4 to know the preciſe truth of the apparen. 
« myſtery of her extraordinary departure, 


that I am perfuaded ſhe will be at Calais 


«© ina few days; if fo, I mean to accom- 


« pany her; and, looking up to Heaven 
for a favourable period to the caralogue 


« of the misfortunes of our friends, I ſhall f 


conſole myſelf with theſe hopes in the 


4 merciful diſpenfations of the A 


mo mighty. 2” 


FT: 422 


Miſs Primmer, the authoreſs and 


conductreſs of the traducing ſchemg 


- againſt the character of Lady Raymond, 


has found a ſtrong party raiſed againſt 
her. She has been deſerted by her great 
abettor, the Dutcheſs of Montfort, who, 
from motives doubtleſs of ſelf intereſt, 


has reverſed the game at her expence: 


detraction and breaking up of cha- 


racters have been the innocent amuſe- 


ment of theſe ladies, in their ſober hour, 


for no inconſiderable length of time: 
however, Miſs Primmer has ſhewn her 
keen tooth of retaliation againſt the 


Dutcheſs ; and it is ſaid the Duke of 
Clarencour is not a little involved. Hoy 


the particulars will terminate, I have not 
yet a nn diſcern. 


« Miss 3 at all events, to the ut · 


ter aſtoniſhment of the town, has been 
detected i in a tender intercourſe with an 


Italian opera dancer of ſome note. 


Beauty could not have been the attrac- 
tion on the fide of the neceſſitous poſiure 


maſter. Intereſt has purchaſed his at- 


<< tention and flattery, 1 There is 


„ 


T 
W 
« believe the lady will find an Engliſh 
« circte ſoon diſpoſed to chaſtiſe her cf- 
* ps -6 and hy pocrify.” | 


The Govern M. de Montreville, had 
received the Britiſh newſpapers by this 
packet, and eagerly peruſing one of them 
to diſcover ſome anecdote relating to the 
affair of Lord Raymond and his lady, 
found a liſt of them, all tending to cri mi- 
nate the conduct of a virtuous and innocent 
woman ſo rapid, diligent, and delighted, 
is the tongue of the public to undertake 
the taſk of defamation ! Firft circulated by 
a certain ſelect few culprits, caught up by: 
a necefſitous and induſtrious editor of a 
paper, who exiſts too often by the repeti- 
tion of amuſing tales at the expence of the 
higher orders of fſociety— the abuſe and 
deriſion of whom ſeem to add a keener 
zeſt to their converſation on ſuch anec- 
dotes, ſo wonderfully congenial to the LAX. 
\ {AWE of the Og car. Se 


0 the precile moment, when che n- 
cious Governor had taken his f. pectacles 


L 4 Kom 


5 k 
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from bis . . was as naturally 


formed for an apparatus of that nature, as 

the back of a mule, or a jackaſs, might be 
for a pack-ſaddle — to introduce a freſh 
charge of fine Spaniſh ſnuff, in teſtimony 
of the decifive fiat he had pronounced in 
favour of Morpet's plea, when M. St. 
Gervais. Girofle the phyſician, and M. 
Gravelot the Apothecary: ſent in their 
names for admiſſion. 


3 MI. Girofle * the addreſs with all 

poſſible humility, by giving the Governor 
2 brief and pointed relation of Morpet's 
detection by Mademoiſelle St. Brice; at- 
teſting the innocence of Colonel Obrian, 
-and interceding for his enlargement ; with 
' view, no doubt, of inſinuating himfelf 
in this Engliſhman's intereſt; a ſcheme of 
ſome moment to ingratiate himſelf, in caſe 
his rie ſhould: be 8 


The — at this report, fecling 4 
palpable contradiction to his reſolutions, 
and being ſomewhat arbitrary in his temper, 
openly doubted the aſſertion. The phy- 
fician averred he could give him the moſt 
con- 
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well founded. Mine ” 214. the Gover- 
nor, is better than yours,” producing 


« Hear, Sir, what I ſhall now read you, — 


ragraph into French, caſting, his eye on the 
name of Lord Raymond : 


© Lord R is recovering from the 
« dangerous wounds which he received 


« to entertain a ſtrong. ſurmiſe that Lady 
© Raymond is innocent, has been cruelly 
© impoſed upon, and artfully induced to 
„follow M. M, who has been long 
« noticed to attempt the moſt deep- con- 
* certed ſchemes ro gain his point with 
her ladyſhip, of whom he had been a 
« previous admirer. to Lord R, but 
* deci fively rejected by her in Ks 


Ss 3 2 


convincing proofs that his authority was 


the newly arrived Engliſh nean | 


and he began to tranſlate the following lh 


« Tt is a truth, no longer doubted, that : 


% from M. M—— ; and we have autho- 
e rity to declare, that he has proteſted to 

„ his neareſtf friends, that the inſtant his 
« ſurgeon pronounces him in a ſtate to 
* travel, that he will purſue his enemy to 
« the end of the world. The toum begins 


1 
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« to the latter: which repulſe, it ſeems, - 


4 has been the cauſe of M. M—— s reta- 
& © lavon gad reſentment.” : 


or Elibinient donc, exclaims the Governor, 
Tread à paragraph © rout au contraire,” 
this inſtant. — Ce bien drole pourtant.” 
*Fhe miftake was ſoon ſettled ; it was only 
a contradictory paragraph in the poſtſcript 
of an evening paper. It was very ſtrange, 
he r 


« This confirms our — 2 coplied M. 
Ge „ and if your Excellency will 
hes ante the goodneſs to hear from the 

* mouth of an Engliſh demoiſelle, of great 
« beauty, an acquaintance of Mi Ladi Ra- 
% monts, a noviciate at the convent, and 
« much too amiable for the auſtere ſingle 
4 life ſhe means to embrace, you will be 
« perſuaded as to the real facts. 


; The Governor thought there was no harm 
in ſeeing a pretty girl in a convent, and he 
conſented to follow the faculty there. 


The unremitting attention of Miſs Del- 
row to che * of Lady Raymond, was, 
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of the moſt endearing nature: ſhe never 


| e anxiety, n breath ſhe _ ; 


the drug ſeemed to give the greateſt cauſe 
for apprehenſion of another ſpecies of evil, 
which might be equally fatal in its naturę: 


3 5 
left her bed ſide, and watched, with che | 


— 


1 * power of the opiate had Sende 
her in a long. and doubtful ſtate; it had 
effectually ſtilled the alarming agitation of 
her ſpirits; but the conſequent effects of 


the portion might have exceeded the limits 
of the power of her conſtitution to ſtrug gle” 
with, and. ſhe might have ſunk under Its. 
influence. Nc 


= * N 5 
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— bn 


tk; was under .fimilar ea with 


whichMiſsDelrow was pre- occupied, when 


ſhe obſerved Lady Raymond to ſtir herſelf, 
and. open her eyes with a deep- dawn ſigh. 
A great paleneſs had ſettled on her coun- 
tenance; and, with the exception of theſe 
Fens of exiſtence, there was in her looks 


the ſemblance of a corpſe. The great fa. 
ügue of body and mind, little notrifh- 


ment, and the long influence of me d: 


which had been adminiſtered, had ret weed. 3 4 | 
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han the - naß: weak, caged; Wy aſp | 


Ihe room in which ſhe was laid was a 
bed room of a penſionary of the convent, 
and contained modern furniture, in a neat, 
and not inelegant, ſtile; there was in 
all the decorations and conveniences the 
appearance of ſome gaiety and faſhion 
more than that of conventual gloom 
and drearineſs. The window and its 
caſement being barred without, dark, 
and Gothic withinſide, gave rather a 
ſullen aſpect to the apartment. When 
Lady Raymond opened her eyes ſhe noted 
all things in the chamber with a kind of in- 
quiſitive ſcrutiny, and fixing her eyes on the 
window, appeared to be loſt in a perfect 
maze of ideas, which ſhe ſeemed to be- 
i and arranging in x her mind. 


Mi Delrows. had taken 0 ſide of the 
bed towards the wall, and being dark, 
Lady Raymond did not turn her eyes 
that way; and Miſs Delrow, fearful of 
; giving her eee ſenſes a ſhock by in- 


terrupting ü 


„ 
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f erupting; her at this critical TOY ob- 
ſerved her affe&ing looks with muck ten- 
derneſs and pity. After ſhe had ſurveyed," 
withthe greateſt apparent ſurprize, the whole' ' 
room and its decoration, her eyes having 
been fixed for ſome” time, ſhe at laſt, with 
a deep- drawn ſigh of agony, invoked” the 
Althighty — * My dear Raymond! dead! 
« Is it a dream Then looking at her 
hands, and feeling them Ah! the baſe 
« Morpet! What! — where am 1? — it 
e muſt be ſo - he's here!” and her eyes 
were aſfuming a degree of wildneſs; but 
her voice failed, and her ſpirits were not 


ſoſtly ſpoke—< Lady Raymond, you are 
& among friends. Mr. Morpet is not near, 
c nor cannot approach you — you- are out 
of the reach of his power but I conjure 
you to calm the agony of your mind. Z 

Think, only think of your health. Tou 

44 have frightened us all—there is hope, if 
. you will calm the diforder of your ſenſes;' 

© and entertain no fears that your preſent” 
* aſylum can eee 1 to | 
, your repoſe,” 


Turning ; 


cual to the exertion. Mifs Delrow now MW 
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Turning her eyes on Miſs Delrow, ſhe 
now faintly, in a whiſper, ſaid ſhe believed 
ſhe knew her countenance. © I am 
« Miſs Delrow,” ſhe replied — but of 
« this more at a time when it will be 
© more prudent to entertain you with 
& particulars. Suffice it then to believe, 
&« that the Almighty is vigilant over the 
« fate of innocence. and virtue, and has 
6 conducted you to this holy place as 
Go: your ſanctuary 5 the refuge of your once- 
4c Joſt friend. For the preſent calm your 
fears with my aſſurance, that your pur- 
üer has been detected by me in his de- 
4 ceit and infamy. He has deſired your 
« forgivenels for the cruel wrongs he has 
« inflicted: on you, and, with the * 
bs contrition, has retired. 5 


a LY - 


Wa) 


3 


* 41 3 un U in her 


iv . looks, feeble in her health, which ſunk un- 


der the little exertion ſhe made on the re- 
turn of her ſenſes, looked a ſmile of ten- 
derneſs and remembrance on Miſs Delrow, 
and in a whiſper cned, An 00 ſent 
« from Heaven to comfort 2 5 co 


So. 


At 


— 
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At that inſtant, ſeeing the locket which 
hung pendant to her neck had fallen on 


her breaſt, ſhe took it in her hand, and, 


after contemplating it a few moments, 
kiſſed it. Then with a petition to the 
Almighty, ſhe faintly fighed an ejacu- 
lation, accompanied with the words pati- 
ence and refignation, and gently fell back 
with her head on the pillow. At this inter- 
val Miſs Delrow took occaſion to adminiſ- 
ter ſome ſuſtenance which had been pre- 
| pared on her waking, and which ſeemed. 


now to be the principal means of reſtoring M 
her. She was prevailed upon to take it 


much againſt her inclination ; the weak 
| ſlate of her body had deprived: her of. all 
e for food. 15 

She had not — 1 her 8 
ment when her heart unloaded itſelf, and 
a profufion of tears, which her tender com- 2 
panion permitted to flow in abundance, 
ſeemed to relieve the great oppreſſion which 
her wounded ſoul had been ſo long ** 
ding with. 


At 


Ea 
At this juncture Doctor St. Gervais Gi- 
rofle, and the apothecary, Gravelot, tapped. 
for entrance at the room. Miſs Detrow 
prepared Lady Raymond for their entrance; 
and finding from her that their patient was 
recovering with much celerity from her 
dangerous firuation, the phyfician' pulled 
out the chitterlin of his ſhirt, ffkroked his 
ruffles, felt for his ſauffsbox, and made 
every neceſſary pteparation for the ap- 
proach of her ladyſhip; while Gravelot 
marched with profound gravity, with his 
bands behind his back, — a . pinck» 
| fk _ ſol. 

The Sytem peda Mig the bed, aid 
= finding by the looks of his patient that her 
WE ſcnſes were returned, and here eyes diſcerned 
me objects diſtinctly, made her a gentee] 
bow by way of ſalutation, and, in a plæaſ- 
ing, mild tone, declared he was penerr? de 
la plus vive rejouifſance = highly rejoiced to 
find her ſo much better. Gravelot, with 
a pompous ſhrug and bow, ſaid he was 

equally rejoiced to find that the opium 


which he recommended had been followed 
With 


. torGirofle had recommended.” 
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with ſuch a happy effect. The phyſician 


felt her pulſe, and recommended a 3 
ſtilneſs * * diet. 


The apothecary, Gravelot, neplic «x ws. 
« —ceft mon avis Mais — but, ſays he, 
«© Monfieur Girofle, II could alſo re- 
© commend as the moſt defirable thing *, 
« une lavenient tefraichiſante — That it 
« would take away the effects of the 
* opium, molify, calm, and Ts the 

«© way for the { Rimulatine food which Doc- 


06 7 out au contraire, Monſieur Gravelbt 
« I muſt differ from you,” replied Girofle. | 
« Your preſcription will put the lady to 
« ſome inconvenience, and cauſe too 
© muchexertion inthe conſtitution. I am 
6 abſolutely for Ea g and not wo: inks 
4“ nition;” Ring 
& Comment done,” anſwered Gravelot 
nous ſommes d'accord— we agree - I am 


| ®French phraſeology, 
* alſo 
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*, alfo for repletion I mean that mi Ladi 
KRamont ſhould have every thing good 

put into her, bon chapon — bon bouillon— 

Mais auparavant—but before ſhe makes 
* uſe of any diet — abſolument il eft neceſ 
te faire que Madame prennes une lavement 


* 4 0558 ifante.”-— 1 


is was . ipod ble fot Girofle to op- 
* the poſitive declaration of Gravelot, 
and unleſs a concluſive determination of 
the lady herſelf had fiienced the refreſbing 
apothecary, the apparatus would certainly 
have been in the room in a very few ſe⸗ 
conds; for Gravelot, apprehenſive the 
opium might have been too powerful in its 
operation, and alſo concluding, at all 
events, there would be a neceſſity for an in- 
troduction of the canule, ſo efficacious in 
all diſorders of the human frame — no 
one caſe, in his opinion, excepted, that 
he had actually given orders for his boy to 
be ready within call with che neceffary ap- 
paratus, which he pronounced in ſtrong 
emphatic language, the grand ſuccedanum 
for all the medicine in the pharmacopia; 
| and 
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* which, in 1 hypotheſis of this diſco- Wl 
very, he declared was firſt invented by the K 
Egyptian phyſicians, who had followed na- 
ture from the example of their Stork, 


or Ibis, on the river Nile, which per- 
forms the operation on itſelf with its long 


bill, by injecting the — water on hes | 1 
river. | 6 


However in this how; the mild pre- 1 


ſcription. of Girofle prevailed, and a drug A 


of a warm aromatic nature was inſiſted on 5 
by him; and Gravelot very pompouſly WW 


walked out of the room to give immediate 1 
orders for 1 its e Pe” , ++ nM 


10 Bad finding herſelf alone | 


with Miſs Delrow, and recovering ſome i 


ſtrength, conjured her moſt tenderly not to | 
leave her perſon. That though ſhe did not 
apprehend any return of the great pa- 
roxyſm of phrenſy which ſhe had been 
ſeized with, ſhe had apprehenſion that 
her uncommon lowneſs of ſpirits which 
had ſucceeded, and, perhaps, greatly in- 
creaſed by her * would, wich the 
weight 


K . 1. 


ie of her minforrutts; prove de too much 
Lor her to undergo without the preſence of ; 

«friend lice her. | | 
x 60 13 am reſigned, Miſs Deleow, to the 
<< diſpenſations of Providence but how 
4 can the human mind have recourſe 
c to ſufficient ſtrength within itſelf to ſup- 
port our frames under the great anguiſh 
« which they are but too often afflicted 
„ with ! — What! have 1 not loſt in 
« this world! Lord Raymond, on whom, 
« Has! all my happineſs was placed—with 
«© him all is fled; and whither can I derive 
= conſolation ? ” — her eyes all this while 
* on her locket. 


1 85 e Heaven,” replied Miſs Delrow. 
WW < There is no happineſs to be found in life. 
II I have from a child been early taught 
© this leſſon, but never did I believe it 
& did I know it—did I feel it, till I entered 
«© theſe walls Here, ſhielded from every 
blaſt of calamity, from every affailing 
evil which the world is ſo wily to pre- 

pare for unſuſ * innocence from 
| 6 che 
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1 8 urn it of detraction, from the! accu- 
ſation of wicked calumniators, from ap- 


prehenſion; in ſhort, from all worldly diſ- 


aſters, do I here feel a calm which re- 
conciles me to the loſs of what the gay 
and diſſipated call the pleaſures of life 


—tranſcendant indeed is this happineſs !_ 9 
employed in the adoration of a Su- 


preme Being, in occupations for my 
amuſements, or in works of charity; 
clothing the naked, or communicating 


neceſſaries to the indigent families under 


the preſſure of worldly trouble, and bo- 
dily infirmity. My life, though recluſe, 


is not therefore paſſed away in a uſe- 
leſs manner to ſociety. The conver- 
ſation of a ſenſible ſuperior of the con- 


vent, and the company of ſeveral ami- 


able friends in the ſiſterhood, have made 


me forego all future thoughts of viſit- 


ing a world of perſecution, miſery, 1 
ſolicitude. 


<© But I fatigue you you muſt firſt have 


ſome natural repoſe, and be better able 
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